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175 Anniversary Celebration
Belltower didn’t want to come down
The belltower on the old First Presbyterian Church
downtown proved to be stubborn and heavy yesterday
afternoon. A crane moved in to lift it off the building
which is being demolished. The top part of the crane
gave way just as the lifting job was nearing an end.
The tower landed on another part of the building. The
church will keep the bell and cornerstone. Burger
King purchased the property to locate a fast food restaurant there. Col. Sam McAdams, retired Army man
and lay member of the church, is coordinating demolition.

Pastor Drew’s Views
Resurrection Life
Whew! It is hard to believe Easter has come and gone already. It seems like it was just Christmas! So… what do we do now?
I will bet that is exactly the feeling the disciples had too after the first Easter Sunday. So
much had happened in so little time. He came. He preached and taught. He healed and raised people
from the dead. They waved palm branches and proclaimed Him King. He died on the cross, but three
days later He rose to life again. In three short years Jesus changed everything. Can you imagine being
a disciple in the days after the resurrection? No doubt they asked themselves the same question: what
do we do now?
At first, the disciples hid in fear behind a locked door with no clue where to start. This is
where we see Jesus enter the room and give them the tools of resurrection life. The tools Jesus gives
are peace, joy and purpose. He gives the same tools to each of us through the Holy Spirit by faith.
Why? Well, notice how Jesus didn’t take any of the disciples with Him. He left them behind to fulfill
the purpose He had given them. We continue to fulfill that purpose today, and the truth is we are not
going anywhere for a while. Resurrection life is the peace and joy we receive from God in the journey
to fulfilling our God given purpose together.

From the Griffin Daily News – October 27, 1978

A steeple falls
If, as it is said, “a picture is worth a thousand
words”, those on the front page the other afternoon of
the church steeple coming down were worth tens of thousands.
The First Presbyterian Church moved and its former structure is being demolished at Taylor and
Eighth Streets. By coincidence wreckers are demolishing the solid old building across Eighth Street
which has been a mill and a grocery store. The Baptists bought that property and decided to remove the
building.
Thus as the face of Griffin continues to change, it is noteworthy that the churches are growing
along with the town. The Presbyterians moved and erected a new building because they needed more
space. The First Baptists added to their property. Other churches here are growing and expanding.
While the Presbyterians will be missed from their traditional corner, it is a fact that a church is
not a building but the Spirit and the membership which occupy one in which to worship. So the steeple
fell – but not any part of the real church.

Joining you in the journey,

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

175th Anniversary Committee

Look inside for ways to
serve FPC and Griffin
this month...

The 175th Anniversary Committee will meet on Tuesday, April 5, at 11:00a.m. in the Library. Join us if
you would like to help with the celebration.

Can you help us?
If you have a copy of the annual reports given in 1995 and 1996 (covering the years 1994 and 1995),
please let Millie or Pat Brown know. We would like to borrow them to facilitate compiling the church
history.
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Congregational Care

Mission & Outreach
Jesus said “Go!” so we go, “Feed!” so we feed, “Make disciples” so we make disciples in His Name.
The church is a hospital for sinners and a launching pad for missional service in our community and “to
the ends of the earth”.

Pot Luck Supper
Our April community Potluck Supper will be
Wednesday, April 13th at 6 p.m. We are looking
forward to the variety of foods that everyone
brings. The supper will be followed by a service
of Prayer and Healing in the sanctuary at 6:45
p.m. Please join us.

Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love
(sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church office):

Rushton’s Hope Block Party
April 2nd

Habitat Day
April 30th

We will need folks to help with games, registration,
grilling, set up and clean up. The Block Party is here
in Griffin through Rushton’s Hope, a local ministry
we support. It’s an opportunity to mingle and build
relationships with local people for the purpose of
reaching them with the love
of Christ. The time commitment is roughly 11 a.m. – 2
p.m.

Habitat has several projects going on in Griffin at this time. We will participate in one of
them on this Saturday. Time commitment and
work TBA.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!
The CC Committee would like to thank everyone
who helped set up, serve and clean up after our pot
luck in March. With your help members of the cc
committee were able to attend the presentation of
The Messiah and the Passover. With many hands
helping the work can be accomplished in a small
amount of time. Thank you once again.

Operation Christmas Child
In April, shop for stuffed animals
for your shoeboxes.

The ANNUAL Ladies Tea for 2016 is
planned for APRIL 30.
All ladies from the young to the
not so young are invited.
Invite your daughters, granddaughters,
sisters and friends.
Looking forward to seeing YOU there

Update on our Church directories

Rushton’s Hope Day
April 23rd

We are within a few weeks of having the books delivered to us. The excitement is growing for this special
delivery. Be on the look out for directions on how to
pick up your very own copy.

We will serve a meal at the Rushton’s Hope facility downtown. We will
also work the clothes closet and mingle with folks in need. Time commitment is 10 a.m. –
noon.
Here’s a quote from a letter sent to Pastor Ron at Rushton’s Hope: “Times have been hard
and Rushton’s Hope has pulled me through some tough weeks with canned goods, toiletries, and even some sweet treats for the children. It warms my heart and teaches my children people do care when times are hard. Thank you Rushton’s Hope!”

Facilities
Fresh water flows again!

Haiti
Several of our members who will be
traveling to Haiti with bellow believers
from other ECO churches.

Many, many thanks to the generous person who purchased
our new water fountain for the Activities Building!
If anyone else would like to go the “second mile” (or even part of a mile), it would be greatly appreciated. Projects that are currently underway or being proposed that need all or partial funding include:
Gutters and Downspouts - $6,200
Paving Parking Lot - $63,500
SS chair seats cleaned - $200
Activities’ Building bathrooms painted - ?
Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning System - $9,000 has been generously donated and has paid for
the
Activities’ Building work
Priority #2 - $4,320
Priority #3 - $5,176
We are eating this huge elephant one bite at a time. God is faithful! We will honor Him with all that
we do, and He has and will continue to provide. If you have questions, suggestions, or concerns, please
see Lou Baldwin.

Food Pantry Contributions
Our March contribution to
the food pantry included:

Pastor Drew
Pat Brown
Michael Biddle
Wendy Biddle

25 boxes of cereal
14 cans of food
9 miscellaneous items

They will be gone from June 4 until June
11th. Please lift them up in your prayers
as they prepare for the opportunity to “be
Jesus” in Haiti.

Coming Soon:
75 days to come up with
175 ways to #agapegriffin
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Christian Education

We serve in April
2s and 3s Nursery

Children’s Message
April 3 - Ina Jones
April 10 - Cindy Baynham
April 17 - Drew Elling
April 24 - Seth Brown

Elder in Charge

Bill Farr, Capt.
Charlotte Thacker
Lou Baldwin
Tim Brown
Marion Musser
Art Hammond
Doug Brown
Bill Baldwin
Kyle Johnson
Andy Musser

For God is not a God of disorder, but of peace.
1 Cor. 14:33

April 3 - Chip & Robin Reahard
April 10 - Bob & Roi Bugg
April 17 - Darren & Sharon Norris
April 24 - Eddie & Elaine Huffman

Communion Servers
April 3

Church-wide Memory Verse for April

Tim Brown

Thank You!
The Easter egg hunt was a huge success. Though the eggs had a bit of a pollen coating, the children each
went home with baskets of plenty thanks to your generosity. This church family never fails to come
though for our kids. Thank you all who provided the filled eggs.
Thank you so much to the youth group for hiding the eggs so well for the annual Easter egg hunt. We
have a very special group of teens who are always ready to serve our church. The kids really adore them.

Ushers
Kyle Johnson, Capt.
Cheyenne Sewell
Lisa Singley
Marion Musser
Charlotte Thacker Alt.

Join us for coffee fellowship each Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m.
Classes begin at 10 a.m.
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Communion will be served on Sunday, April 3 .

Youth

Important Dates
April Birthdays
6 - Bess Mills
9 - Tatum Daniel
11 - Elsie Musser
13 - Bill Day
16 - Laurie Hudson
17 - Christy Skinner
18 - Debbie Hammond
20 - Mary Johnson
21 - Cheyenne Sewell
22 - Nichole Steele
23 - Greg Blanton
24 - Roi Bugg
26- Bill Baldwin
29 - Justin Grubbs

Worship Ministry Team will
meet Monday, April 4th,
at noon at the church.

I don’t know about you, but I am getting excited because it is getting warmer
outside. For me, that means my favorite shoes can come out of the
closet….my flip flops! I love spring in Georgia! It means warm weather,
longer days, and Easter!! It was so great celebrating our risen savior with
First Pres this year, and every year. Not only do I realize what Jesus has done
for me, but I also realize how much this world needs you and me to be on
mission and be lights into our community. So this year what has come into my mind excited me most
was thinking about Sports Camp and all the kids we will reach again this summer.

April Anniversaries
4/2/1974 - Lanier & Marty Dunn
4/12/1975 - Russell & Mimi Johnson

April Session
Meetings

If you didn’t get a chance to help out last year, well I hate to say it, but you missed out! You might be
thinking, I can’t get out there and teach a sport, but I want to tell you that there is a place for you at
Sports Camp. Here are just some of the ways that you can be involved this year. . . You can run a registration table, helping kids and families register for camp. You can help prepare meals at the church each
night for the students. We need adults to help walk kids from one skill to another along with our teen
helpers. We need adults to just come and talk with kids and show them some personal attention.
Coaches are needed for all our sports, and unless the next Lebron James is at camp, you are qualified to
coach. Finally, our goal is to reach more kids and families this year. We will need more equipment for
all sports. All of our equipment was purchased last year because of the generosity of this church and
some individuals who went above and beyond to support Sports Camp financially. While we have some
equipment from last year, I have no doubt that more funds are needed to help support our growth.

Prayer Meeting
April 10th at 9:00 am - Parlor
Everyone is invited to attend.

Stated Session Meeting
April 3 after the worship service

Presbytery of the South
April 29-30

These are just some of the ways you can be missional this summer in Griffin at Sports Camp. Go ahead
and get excited! Sports Camp year two is coming July 11-14, 2016!!! Come out and join us, spread the
word, and most of all, pray that God will use us all in a mighty way here in our city.

The First meeting of the ECO Presbytery of the South will be
April 29-30 in Marietta, GA. Pastor Drew and at least one elder
will attend. Please pray for Presbytery.
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Meet our Newest Member
1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

Becki Brown

Membership Class
The next Membership Class will be Sunday, April 24th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office.
Spread the word!

1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

Special Thanks
Dan and I would like to express our gratitude to all the church family for
their prayers and calls before, during, and after surgery. Thanks also to those
who brought food.
It has been five weeks, and he is doing well with minimal pain. We praise
God for His mercy and healing.
Dan and Sharon

Be Involved

Thank you
With every beat of your heart, God is saying, “I love you. I love you...I
you...I love you...”
Since the first classroom teaching of the Discipleship Training School, Hearing the Voice of God,”
these seeds of truth were sown in my heart. One of my greatest weaknesses has been believing the
devil’s voice of condemnation. Even in my weakness, He has strengthened and established my heart
with deeper knowledge of His love. Throughout classroom phase, God continued to cultivate this truth
in me through the people I lived with and more teachings, like “Father Heart of God.” Then the time
came for Outreach. My team of eleven embarked with our Abba to Swaziland and Sough Africa. There
we had the opportunity to pray, feed children, help refurbish buildings, visit hospitals, and build relationships in communities, all the while spreading the aroma of Christ. During this time God challenged
us to cling to Him, as nothing we did in Africa would have been possible without Him. As God’s love
remained despite my own weaknesses, I was able to go with Him to change nations. Thank you! Because of your tenderness to the Lord in supporting me, I have fallen deeper into His arms for His dance.
May your deposit be spread evermore to the nations! Emily Grace Elling
Dearest Griffin Church,
Leaving on this lifechanging adventure while knowing that I had a group of people who loved
me sending me off was such a blessing. Thank you for all the prayers! I could not have gone on the trip
without the support God provided through you. I love you all!

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
Work has begun to start the celebration of our 175th
anniversary this November. Please let
Debbie Hammond know if you have any pictures,
stories, special music, or any ideas about what
needs to be remembered.
This is a special time in our church history to look
back at our roots and look forward to our future.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet for
Bible Study and Fellowship Monday,
April 11, at 10:15 in the Fellowship
Classroom. Scriptures to be studied are
John 4:1-30, 39-42;
Acts 2:44-47.
Please bring your Bible and Study
Book. All ladies are invited.

