NEWS
April 2017
Pastor Drew’s Views: Jesus Is Risen!
In his Easter sermon a few years back, John Ortberg said, “People have not gathered for the past
2,000 years to say, ‘The stock market has risen. It has risen indeed!’ Or ‘General Motors has risen or
the value of your 401k has risen. It has risen indeed!’ No, the one hope that has held up human beings
across every continent and culture for two millennia of difficult times of poverty, disease, pain, hardship, and death itself is: ‘Christ is risen. He is risen indeed!’”
Nobody ever wants hard times to come. In fact, we spend
a lot of time and money trying to avoid the tough stuff of
life. Of course, that’s a little like trying to stop an avalanche with your bare hands. No matter what, eventually,
you will be knocked down. When that happens, we tend
to think about what we are really counting on in life.
Easter reminds us about the only hope capable of sustaining human life through anything: Jesus is risen. He is
risen indeed!
Happy Easter!

Holy Week

Devotional Book
“A Journey Through
Lent” devotional is still
available. The devotional
will go along with Pastor

4/9 ····
4/13 ··
4/14 ···
4/16 ···

Palm Sunday with Egg Hunt for kids
Maundy Thursday with Twelve Men at the Table at 7 p.m.
Good Friday with reflection and prayer at noon
Easter Sunday with Easter Sunrise Service at 8 a.m.
followed by breakfast

Drew’s sermon series
called Psalms for the
Journey. These books are
available in the church
office for a contribution
of $3.00

Christian Education
April Church-wide Memory Verse

Jesus said “Go”, so let’s GO! Here are some opportunities to serve together with
unconditional “agape” love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church office):

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son
that whoever believes in Him will not die but have eternal life.
John 3:16

Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love
(sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church office):

There Is Hope in Hope Town!
In Hope Town we know our hope is in Christ alone, so this month we will explore the cost
of our Hope as we examine Jesus' trial and crucifixion.
First, did you know that Jesus' arrest and trial violated every part of Jewish law? Night
time arrests were illegal. Trials were to be public, the defendant could not be questioned
without a defender present, and the accused was to be treated respectfully. Condemnation could not be handed down the first day of the trial. None of these laws was obeyed.
Not one.
The crucifixion was designed to inflict as much agony and humiliation as possible, and
death was slow in coming. It began with a scourging many didn't survive followed by a
horrific climb up Golgotha bearing the weight of half of the cross past jeering crowds.
For Jesus, it was the same crowd crying, "Crucify Him!" who just days ago had welcomed
Him with shouts of Hosanna.
As Jesus prepared to draw His final breath on the cross, both a Jew (the thief on the
cross) and a Gentile (the Roman soldier) recognized Jesus' power to save. Jew and Gentile.
He died for us all.
Finally, as He uttered those heart-breaking words from Psalm 22, as our sin created a barrier between Father and Son, He died at the stroke of 3:00 as the High Priest in the Temple blew his shofar as he did each day at that time to signal the lamb had been sacrificed.
Within moments the giant, heavy curtain separating mankind from God's dwelling in the
Holy of Holies was torn in two. Through the Sacrifice of the Lamb of God, humankind
now had access to God.
The earth shook and groaned with earthquakes, the rocks cried out as they split open.
Tombs opened. Death died. Thank His holy name for Easter!

The Egg Hunt Needs You
Dear FPC members, we need you to donate
filled plastic eggs to make this a successful
Palm Sunday is the big day!
FPC will host an egg hunt after church,
so kids, bring an empty basket
that morning, and bring a friend!

egg hunt. Please and thank you!
Please bring them to the church office by
Thursday, April 6.
your help.
The CE Ministry Team
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Mission & Outreach

We really appreciate

Cereal Sunday
The first Sunday of each month, FPC Griffin has the honor to participate in "CEREAL SUNDAY". We ask members to bring bags or boxes of dry
cereal and place in the grocery cart located in the Narthex, near the wing of the
Children's hall. This FOOD PANTRY ministry allows many poor and homeless
individuals a nutritious meal that can either be eaten dry or with milk. Thank you
for your generous donations.
MOE Committee.

Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
We will serve together again at the soup kitchen on
Tuesday, April 18th, from 10:30 a.m.. To 1:00 p.m.
If you haven’t tried this yet, it is a great opportunity
to serve in our community with the love of Christ
and also get the word out about who we are.
Look for sign ups in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, April 9.

Teddy Bear Ministry
We have Teddy Bears sitting on
the front pew in the sanctuary.
Please take (and replace) a bear
to give away as an expression
of love from our church!

Rushton’s Hope is BACK!
Rushton’s Hope has moved to its new location off of
Experiment Street. We will serve again on Saturday,
April 29th. Please plan on joining us to serve a meal,
“man” the clothes closet and talk to people about Jesus!
Sign ups will be available in the Narthex starting April
16th.

Pastor Drew and Seth at
Futral Road Elementary
Pastor Drew and Seth have been getting to know
our neighbors at Futral Road Elementary by
reading to the kids, joining them for lunch and
more. If you would like to help, let us know.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES
DON’T FORGET TO LOOK FOR SHOEBOX
ITEMS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!!
Go to samaritanspurse.org
Click on Operation Christmas Child
Scroll to the bottom of the page, find Resources and
Click on Year-round Packing Ideas
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Music

Youth
Sometimes I just get so pumped about our students and the next
generation that I forget to mention important things on Youth Sunday like…. Sports Camp. I am so excited to announce along with
your Session that Sports Camp will be hosted at First Presbyterian
this year! The dates are June 12th-15th from 6pm-8pm. We will be
offering all the same sports, just on our campus. Why the change
of location? As our Session set the goal of pursuing younger families in our community, Sports Camp’s location needed to change
to reflect that goal. So the mission of Sports Camp has not
changed, to reach children and families for Jesus. However we are
narrowing our focus to pursuing our neighbors that live within a few miles of our church. I guess
the best way to clarify the focus is that we are pursuing families that attend Futral Road Elementary. This is an exciting time!! God has placed on our Session’s heart, Pastor Drew’s, yours, and
mine to pursue our neighbor’s hearts for Jesus. This will take all hands on deck!!! We need everyone and I mean everyone here this summer. Go ahead and block this week off on your calendar. Our church’s greatest resource to the next generation is YOU!! Your presence and willingness to enter into the lives of families that attend Sports Camp will bring them through our
doors, but we have to be present. You don’t need to play a sport, all you need is to know Jesus
to help out at Sports Camp.
In the great commission Jesus tells his disciples to start right there in their city Jerusalem. Futral
Road Elementary families are our Jerusalem. So let’s get praying and expecting God to do what
He does….change lives through his church First Presbyterian!!

The Living Last Supper
The men of the church and the Chancel Choir will present the cantata, “The Living Last Supper” on Maundy
Thursday, April 13th, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Many of you remember the presentation of “Twelve Seats at
the Table” that depicted the Lord’s last supper with his disciples as each man told of his experiences as followers
of Jesus Christ. As in Twelve Seats at the Table, the cantata is also based on the famous painting by Da Vinci of
the Last Supper. The music passionately captures the pathos of the event while, one by one, the disciples speak,
expressing their innermost thoughts with brief but poignant monologues that also portray their incredulous astonishment at Jesus’ assertion that one of them would betray him that fateful night. During the service, the congregation will be invited to participate in Holy Communion at the Lord’s table.
I have had the privilege to be at several conferences with the composer, Ruth Elaine Schram. Her love of the
Lord shines through in everything she does. The following paragraph written by her best exemplifies the meaning of this cantata.
“When God called these twelve men to be His disciples
and apostles and to establish the New Testament Church,
He chose flawed individuals, people just like you and me,
men who were not saints or even finished products, but
works in progress; men whose qualities needed to be
honed, molded and channeled in positive ways. It is my
prayer that God will use this production to remind all of
us the He is not yet finished with any of us, and that every
one of us is guilty of denying and betraying Him. The
most important lesson of this presentation, however, is
that His love and mercy covers every contingency, and His will is perfect, even if it is difficult to understand.
Just as these twelve exemplary men had a mission given to them to build the New Testament Church on a foundation of love and grace, we are also charged to continue that mission, to love one another and to share the
good news of the Messiah.”
Sylvia Hollums

He Has Risen! He Has Risen Indeed!!! So excited to
proclaim that again this year at the SonRise Service
here at First Pres! The service will start at 8am, and
there will be a breakfast to follow. We are asking for a donation at the breakfast, and all the money
collected will go towards supporting youth summer programs like BaseCamp. It's not your traditional sunrise service time (really early!!), so it is a great service to invite friends
and family to attend. Looking forward to worshiping our risen savior together
and invite new people to experience the joy of knowing Christ and worshiping at
First Presbyterian.

Griffin Bible Study
Griffin Bible study, which meets here at the church on Wednesday mornings at 9:30, started a new
study on March 29th. We are studying the letters of 1, 2, & 3 John. We are listening to videos by
Kelly Minter. Here is a summary of the study:
"The letters of 1, 2 & 3 John were written to encourage followers of Jesus to remain faithful to the
truth. Believers are challenged to look at contrasting themes such as walking in the light instead
of darkness, truth versus lies and deception, loving God more than loving the world, and the
meaning of true fellowship and community rather than shallowness. This 7 session study reveals
not only the heart of John but also the heart of Jesus."
It sounds like a great study. Even is you missed the first week, this is a great time to jump in and
join us in studying God's word!
Wednesday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. - Nursery provided.
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Our Pilcher Pipe Organ
Since April is the birthday month of our Pilcher tracker organ and we have members who were not here several years ago when I wrote the following article, I decided we needed to print it again. I have changed the
years to reflect the present age.
While leafing through The Tracker, the Journal of the Organ Historical Society, my eye was caught by a picture of an organ similar to the one in our church. It is a two manual Pilcher tracker organ built in 1891. To
my surprise, the first location of this organ was First Baptist Church in Griffin, Georgia. I knew that at one
time, there were four Pilcher organs in Griffin, but I had no idea where these organs went when they left the
churches they served. In 1928 First Baptist’s organ was relocated to University of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee and was moved once again in 1963, unsuccessfully. As time passed it lost all of its pipes to other organ projects after being abandoned at Sewanee. In 1998, the organ underwent a project of rebuilding and
restoration for Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church in Knoxville, Tennessee where it was dedicated to service in January of 1999. The case was rebuilt in the original style and original pipes were retrieved from other organs so that this beautiful organ could be played once again. I found it interesting that
while stripping the façade pipes, the original stenciling was found just as with our Pilcher organ.
I was curious about the other two Pilchers in Griffin and made a few calls. Sidney Melton, former organist at
St. George’s Episcopal Church told me that the organ in their church was a later model, probably about 1904
and was not a tracker organ, but an electro-pneumatic instead. In the late 50’s or early 60’s, a new console
was purchased from a church in East Point and placed on the left side of the church, rather than right where
the Pilcher console had been located. The last parts of the Pilcher were moved from the church in 1993
when a new organ was purchased.
The only information I could find about the Pilcher at First Methodist was that in 1949 a new Pilcher Moller
was installed. However, I have been told by an organ builder that there was never a company by that name
and that probably the Moller Organ Company had added its name after having done extensive work on the
Pilcher organ. That seems to have been a common practice.
For those of you who don’t know, our Pilcher is now the only one in use in Griffin and was built in 1894 at a
cost of about $1400.00. It is listed by the Organ Historical Society as an organ of historical value worthy of
preservation. I’ve been told that a new tracker organ of the same size
would cost a bit under a quarter of a million dollars, without considering
the historical value. I believe that we are getting our money’s worth from
this instrument! It has been in continuous service except for the year
prior to moving to its present location at which time it was removed from
the church on Taylor and Eighth Streets for extensive restoration. What a
wonderful service it has provided for our congregation and how fortunate
we are that our members chose to restore rather than throw away our
historical treasure. It has certainly fulfilled its purpose as it has led 123
years of worship services. As I play on Sunday mornings, I think about
how many other organists have enjoyed playing this fabulous instrument
through the years and I feel privileged to be among them.
I would like to invite each of you to come up to the organ and read the
plaque presented to us by the Organ Historical Society. Also, If you would
like to see the back of the organ while I play, I’ll be glad to do that for
you. There is a lot going on back there.
Love in Christ,
Joyce Kirby
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Worship
Easter Cross
The Easter Cross is back. Please plan to bring fresh flowers
on Easter Sunday morning to place in the cross.

Summer Sunday Schedule
Sunday, June 4th - Sunday, July 30th
9 a.m. Prayer outside at the cross
 9:15 a.m. Fellowship on the porch
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
 10:30 AM Worship


LOOK !

Dear Congregation:
Please check out the new Liturgical Colors card that has
recently been placed in the pew pockets in the Sanctuary. These cards have some useful as well as interesting
information on them. We owe Pat Brown and Sylvia
Hollums a huge "THANK YOU" for making this happen. An
especially big hug to Sylvia for printing and laminating
these cards at no cost to the church!
Blessings......Your Worship Team

Liturgical Colors
Recently, small cards identifying the different color paraments used on the communion table and symbols
seen throughout the sanctuary have been placed in the pockets on the back of each pew. It is hoped they will
be beneficial to each of you, especially as you teach your children what all of these mean.
The association of particular colors with certain seasons has developed over the years, some obvious others
not so much so. Some color associations seem obvious such as red with blood and fire, white with purity,
purple with dignity and royalty, green with growth and black with mourning. It wasn’t until the twelfth century that colors came to be associated with particular seasons.
Purple is used to symbolize the majesty of Christ in His humanity and is used during the
penitential seasons of Advent and Lent.
White symbolizes purity, divinity and victory. It is used at Christmas and Easter.
Red symbolizes blood and the Holy Spirit. It is used during Pentecost.
Black symbolizes mourning. It is used on Good Friday.
Green symbolizes nature and freshness. It is used in all of the weeks not covered by other colors.
The colors enrich our worship and help us recall the teachings of our Lord’s life.
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Administration & Personnel

Facilities

Staff Appreciation
Spring is a time when we reflect on how thankful we are for our blessings. The staff at First Presbyterian
are certainly a true blessing for all of us. Starting Sunday, April 3rd and through April 30th there will be
individual baskets in the narthex for each of our eight staff members.:
Pastor Drew Elling, Seth Brown, Director of Youth/Young Adult Ministries, Millie Beverly, Church Secretary/Office Manager, Sylvia Hollums, Director of Music, Joyce Kirby, Church Organist, Pat Thompson, Church Pianist, Herb Ziegler, Parish Associate and Wendi Kirby, Church Sexton.
Let's show our gratefulness by giving them some token of our appreciation. Homemade goodies, thank you cards, gift cards, flowers from your
garden, a car wash, share a book or a promise of a surprise when you least
expect it are a few ideas. We will present them with their baskets on Sunday, April 30th.

If at our next church wide meal you feel that you might want to eat off of your chair instead of the
table, please do so! Now while I do not encourage this action, I just want you to know that the
chairs in the Activities' Building are the cleanest they have ever been thanks to the most incredible volunteers! Eleven (11) "servants" spent 2 hours washing 200 chairs. We worked like a fine
oiled machine! Many thanks to: John Allison, Pat Brown, Sharon Day, Tom Hamilton, Debbie
Hammond, Art Hammond, Evelyn Ingram, Ina Jones, Roger Soons, Emelie Tingle, Seth Brown.
Mike Biddle and 2 new and very special friends from Sun City worked many hours on their Saturday to remove a portion of the old BBQ pit and the entire damaged roof. Many thanks, Gentlemen!

Open your hearts to show in some small way how much you appreciate
each staff member's efforts to help our worship experiences glorify God.
In His name,
The Administration and Personnel Ministry Team
Tom Hamilton, Chairperson
Charlotte Thacker
Bonnie Pfrogner

A little laughter...

Doug Tingle
George Hollender
Diane Gordon
Last, but certainly not least, a huge shout out to Joe Bailey and Ralph Jones who removed the
damaged and deteriorating wooden enclosure around the air conditioner units beside the Activities Building.
Our Facilities' Team is the best! They never stop working and we are here for you! We welcome
suggestions, help and even constructive criticism as we continue to "eat our elephant" one bite
at a time!
Lou Baldwin, Elder and Chair
Team: John Allison, Sharon Day, Roger Soons, George Kirby, Linda Soons, Emelie Tingle,
Ralph Jones

Thankful!!
Thank you, George Kirby, for putting hot water in the choir bathroom.
Kudos to Emelie Tingle for framing the “exit” signs!
Facilities has a great team!
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We serve in April
April

Ushers
Kyle Johnson, Captain
Johnna Johnson
Lisa Singley
Frank Taylor
Charlotte Thacker, Alt.

April
Church Preschool Workers
(age 2 - K)
April 2 - Wayne & Patty Boylan
April 9 - Joe & Jane Bailey
April 16 - Ashley Moran & Russell Jonson
April 23 - Doug & Rachel Tingle, Jr.
April 30 - Stewart & Allison Esary

Elder in Charge
Eddie Huffman

April
Communion Servers
April 2nd
Eddie Huffman, Capt.
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim Skinner
Joe Bailey
Bob Gordon
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louis Thacker
Debbie Hammond

Communion Servers
April 13 7:00 PM
Maundy Thursday
(by intinction)
Bill Baldwin, Captain
Charlotte Thacker
Tim Brown
Trey Jones
Janice Aiken
Roger Soons
Joe Bailey
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Important Dates

Children’s Message
April 2 - No children’s message
April 9 - Ashley Moran
April 16 - No children’s message
April 23 - Bob Bugg
April 30 - Seth Brown

April Birthdays

April Anniversaries

9 - Tatum Daniel
11 - Elsie Musser
13 - Bill Day
16 - Laurie Hudson
17 - Christy Skinner
18 - Debbie Hammond
20 - Mary Johnson
21 - Cheyenne Sewell
22 - Nichole Steele
23 - Greg Blanton
24 - Roi Bugg
26- Bill Baldwin
29 - Justin Grubbs

4/2/1974 - Lanier & Marty Dunn
4/12/1975 - Russell & Mimi Johnson

ECO Presbytery of the South meets at Eastminster PC in
Marietta on April 21 & 22. If you would like to go, please
contact Pastor Drew. This is a great opportunity.

Pastor Drew will be taking study leave
April 17 - April 21.

Session meetings:
Communion Servers
April 16 - Easter
Lou Baldwin, Capt.
Sid Esary
Doug Tingle, Sr.
Ina Jones
Ivan Betz
Gary Hollums
Stewart Esary
Tom Hamilton
Bob Bugg
Bonnie Pfrogner

The next regular Session meeting will be Sunday, April 30, immediately after the worship service
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, April 9, at 9:15 a.m. in the Parlor Room

Griffin-Spalding County Schools will be on Spring Break April 17 - 21.

Communion will be served
Sunday, April 2nd
Maundy Thursday, April 13th (7:00 pm service)
Easter Sunday, April 16th
Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office closes at noon every Friday.

We will not have a pot luck dinner in April.
Our next potluck will be May 10th.
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

Join Us
Women of the Church Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet April 10, 10:15 AM in Fellowship Classroom. We will be studying Lesson 8 beginning on
page 78 of the Study Book. Key Scripture is Galatians 4:2329. Please remember to bring your special offering for our gift to
Rushton’s Hope Ministry.

