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The Missions committee would like for the congregation to know that mission giving is up to date for
2016 and 2017. The committee is very concerned with keeping our giving up to date. This church has
had a history of supporting missions and we would like to continue with the support of this congre-
gation. Mike Biddle is handing the chair position to Ina Jones and Becki Brown. Pray for us to be wise
and discerning as we seek to support others in ministry and as we seek our own missions ministry.
We need evangelists, prayer warriors, justice seekers, and those with a heart for reaching out to join

us on the committee!

Respectfully,
Ina Jones

Becki Brown
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What's Happening in Hope Town?
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He is risen! He is risen indeed! That Sunday morning after the crucifixion, Mary Magdalene
went to the tomb in those dark moments just before sunrise to prepare Jesus's body. She was
worried about who would roll the giant boulder away from the tomb. But she didn't have to
worry, for the stone was rolled away! What happened? What will Mary do next?

Find out why Mary was able to recognize the risen Jesus.
Discover what you can do so you can recognize His voice.
How did Mary's worst day become her best?

Come each Sunday beginning April 8 to learn the answers to these questions and more.
So much more, as we celebrate Easter all month.
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The facilities committee has set up three, yes that is right,
3 work days for April. This is scheduled during Spring
Break week. We understand some families may be out of NS
town, but it also gives those who are Not going out of &% ,22\)
town, an opportunity to help. This will also be a great time & K%
for our youth (and slightly under) to assist. (Mini mission _@ [

project!) The dates are: April 18 and 20, (Wednesday and>' Y/
Friday afternoons from 1:00-4:30) and Saturday April 21 vl

from 8:30-12 noon. Come one day or ALL! Refreshments o 7

will be provided.

Most activities will concentrate on inside projects and will

not be affected by weather. So0000000, plan to come rain or shine! Pack your gloves
and some extra cleaning supplies if possible. Further information will be sent out via
email soon. Thanks, and see you soon.
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Wor ship

Did you know?
The Worship Ministry Team is working with the Session to develop a Funeral Service Planning

robs us of our ability to think clearly. The goal of the Funeral Service Planning Guide is to assist the
family in making arrangements that meet their needs and at the same time share the love of Christ.

"Put my tears in Your bottle: are they not written in Your book?"
Psalm 56:8

He is for those who trust Him.

The recent trip to LaGrange to the Biblical History Museum was so informative. We
actually viewed artifacts from Israel dating from the era of Abraham and Christ.
We viewed a tear cup. Read more below:

Guide. When a loved one dies there are suddenly so many decisions to make at a time that grief ofter

" God keeps account of the tears of His faithful ones; He does not ignore their concerns

In the time of Jesus, Jews participated in the unusual practice of storing their tears in a
tear cup, also known as a tear vase. The tear shaped cups had a flaring rim, which was

placed under the eye to catch tears as they were shed. The cup was then corked an
stored.

The shedding of tears was such an important part of showing grief that professional
mourners were hired at funerals (Jeremiah-22,7Amos 5:16) In the time of Mishnah,
Rabbi Judah ruled that oO0even the poores
(players to play a dirge) and

The use of the vessel for catching tears is first mentioned in the Bible in Psalm 56:8

one wailihng w

where the Psalmist cries in his pain to God. "Put my tears in your bottle.” This request that God not forge

his tears is a moving image of God's depth of compassion and concern for His people.

There are three accounts in the New Testament that may refer to the collection of tears in a tear cup. Atja
feast in the house of Simon, the Pharisee, a woman washes the feet of Jesus with her tears (Luke 7:38

—

A4).

This may mean that Jesus' teachings had so helped the woman; she no longer felt it necessary to save] her
past grief in a tear cup. Instead, she poured out all her grief on Jesus' feet. When Lazarus died, Mary and
Martha had been crying for four days before Jesus came near to Bethany. When they went out to meet him,

he saw their tears and was deeply moved (John 11:33). Perhaps he saw that their tear cups were full.

In the Garden of Gethsemane when Jesus prayed, "Father, if it is possible, let the cup pass frgm
me." (Matthew 26:39), that cup may be identified in several different ways. It could represent a full cup o
wine either a symbol of fate or a symbol of judgement. Or it could represent a tear cup full of tears, a sym-

bol of sorrow. If so, His meaning may have been: "The amount of grief and sorrow you are asking me to
ry is a cup larger than | can bear". But there was no other way for God's will to be fulfilled.

ar-

Let us remember the shortest verse in the Bible: Jesus wept. (John 11:35) Our Lord and Savior understdnds

our pain and suffering. Let us rejoice in the Lord. He has Risen.
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