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NEWS

Worship Ministry
The Worship Ministry Team did not meet in July, but
will start back on Monday, August 3, 2015, at noon in the library.
We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you
to those that provided our Sunday morning delicious refreshments for June and July. Cindy and Tom Baynham; Becki and
Tim Brown; Debbie Hammond and Sharon Day; Evelyn and
Joe Ingram and Cheyenne Sewell; Pat Brown; Dorothy and
John Craig; Lynn Mitchell and Dianne Gordon and Robin and
Chip Reahard. Not only were the refreshments good, but the
fellowship was outstanding. The Worship Ministry Team appreciates these people for volunteering.
Also to Seth Brown for our early morning worship services and Bryan Chipman for helping to
set things up.
Appreciation always to our ushers and greeters, you are vital to the church in welcoming our
guests and members each Sunday.
Realizing we are getting close to time when we prepare our list for ushering, communion servers and other activities that are under the Worship Ministry Team duties, please consider where you
would like to take part. For the Elders if you have a preference for a time to serve communion, please
let us know, the list will begin to be developed soon.
First Presbyterian Church of Griffin is blessed with so many wonderful people that are willing
to serve. God Bless each one of you for what you do.
A special thanks to all members of the “Team” for their dedication.

Pastor Drew’s Views
First Full Year of ECO
It’s an exciting time at First Pres Griffin! As we begin a new program year in
August, I am looking forward to what God will do in our first full year as the 200th
church in ECO (Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians). It’s gonna be fun!
This past month, many of us spent a week downtown at City Park putting on
Sports Camp. We simply showed up ready to invest in kids, volunteers and parents.
We built relationships, taught a few skills and shared the gospel of Jesus Christ in word
and action. I’m already excited for next year! Sports Camp was an excellent way to
reintroduce ourselves to the community. It said what we are about and who we are living for. It’s exactly that kind of ministry that I look forward to in the months and years
ahead. In the Great Commission, Jesus said “Go!” so let’s go together.
As I write this, I just preached a sermon called “Making Our Joy Complete”.
The apostle John tells us that our joy will be made complete as we look for it, share it
with confidence, and rejoice over it. What is the “it”? The “it” is the real Jesus Christ
working in and through our powerful fellowship. As we look for it, share it with confidence and rejoice over it in our community, we will grow and so will the Kingdom.
Praise God!

Youth
Well, we made it through SportsCamp!!! I just wanted to take some time and thank everyone who was a
part of that amazing week. It was always the goal of Sports Camp to involve the entire church together in
ministry, and we did that. The majority of the children reached during the week did not belong to our
church, and many I believe did not have a church home. We served our community, and that was one of
the major reasons for doing Sports Camp. The other was to have our own stories to tell about Sports
Camp, from the students to the adults. As a church we can now share our experiences together, and that
is what community is all about. If you didn’t get to join us this summer, I hope that you will plan on
helping next summer.

Enjoying the journey with you,

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

On August 13th, we have another opportunity to reach out into our community and serve. Our church
will be providing the meal for the Spalding High School Football Team. Many of you have helped us
with this before, and it is really a great time. August 13th is the season opening scrimmage game, and it
is usually one of the biggest attended games of each season. It is a great honor and privilege to get to
provide this meal for the team and coaches. I hope you will join us as we serve our community in this
way.

Look who’s coming August 9th!
Bernadette Todd, nationally known missionary and speaker, will
join us in worship on August 9th. Bernadette is confined to a
wheelchair and has battled muscular dystrophy for her whole life,
but as my friend Tommy Watson said, “Bernadette has the most
amazing testimony I’ve ever heard.” I hope you can join us and
bring a friend. Check out her website at
www.bernadettetodd.com.

Thank you for loving the students of this church so well, and also for serving this community together!!
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Music

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH – ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE YEARS
By: Janice Kenmore Skelton

Choir

Reverend Ed Davis continued his service as pastor until August, 1968, when he accepted a call to the
First Presbyterian Church in Lawrenceville, GA. Reverend Sidney Anderson was interim pastor for
about a year until Reverend Forrest L. Traylor was called to the church in July, 1969. The Traylors
were a part of the Griffin church family until June, 1982.

After a short summer break, the choir will return for rehearsals on Wednesday, August 5th at
7:00 p.m. This would be a wonderful time for new members to join us as we will begin preparing for the
fall season. Yes, that means it will be time to start working on Thanksgiving and Christmas music! No
auditions required, just the love of singing God’s praises.

On Sunday, February 19, 1967, the Building Planning Council recommended that “consideration” be
given to moving the church to a new location. In April the congregation voted 127 to 81 in favor of the
move; and in September voted to purchase 5 acres of land at the intersection of Memorial Drive (Macon
Road), Futral Road and East College Street.

Handbell Choir

The Handbell Choir will begin rehearsals on Monday, August 3rd at 5:45 p.m. We are most excited about the upcoming workshop on August 29th at the Griffin First Baptist church with the famous
Raleigh Ringers who will be performing that evening as part of the Griffin Area Concert Association
concert series. If anyone is interested in joining the Handbell choir, please contact Sylvia Hollums or
just join us on Monday, August 3rd.

In 1968, the annual Union Thanksgiving Service was held in our church. During that year, the Women
of the Church began publishing “The Church Mouse”, a newsletter mailed to members.
The church did not have a Director of Christian Education from July, 1969, until Ina Nelson (Mrs.
Ralph Jones) came in June, 1980. Seminary students helped during the summers with the youth and
children.

Griffin Choral Arts
Chamber Choir

During the early 1970’s the church participated in the public school kindergarten program by providing
funds and volunteers for classes in the public schools.

The 16 voice Griffin Choral Arts Chamber Choir will be presenting a concert in our
sanctuary on August 16th at 3:00 p.m. The concert theme will be Illuminations: From
Darkness to into Light” and features music by Herbert Howells , Morten Lauridsen,
Camille Saint-Saens and others.

In 1971, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Etheridge, missionaries to Brazil, were added to the list of missionaries
under our care.
By 1972, church membership had passed 400, but there was limited space for building and expansion.
The Building Planning Council made a study of the needs of the church. Members of the Council were:
Hubert Sullins, Chairman; Ivan Betz; Al Smith; John Howell; Walter Neville; Lizanne Hall; Frances
Beaty; and the President of the Senior High Young People. A master plan was presented to the congregation in 1974. In 1975, the architect’s plans for the new building were approved, and the Council was
directed to develop a plan for financing the new church. In 1977, after many years of meetings, discussions, planning and prayers a decision was made to build a new church building at a cost of approximately $560,000. Some of the stained glass windows in the old church were used in the new building
and the Pilcher organ was completely rebuilt. The Groundbreaking Ceremony was October 2, 1977.

Ladies’ Bible Study

September 10, 1978 was the last Sunday in the old church. After the worship service, members of the
congregation went home, ate lunch and returned at 2 p.m. with trucks, station wagons and other vehicles. In about four hours everything movable had been transferred to the new building. The first service
in the new church building was on September 17. The Dedication Service was held on November 19,
1978.

Hi friends! Hope your summer is going well and that you are enjoying the Lord on screened-porches
or sun-soaked beaches or wherever life may find you these days!! Though it seems that summer has
only just begun, we wanted to go ahead and give you dates for the start of Griffin Bible Study's fall
session in the book of Acts so that you can know and let others know who might be interested! We
will let school get underway a bit and have our first gathering on Tuesday, August 25th (for those
who prefer/need an evening time-slot) and Wednesday, August 26th (for those who want to meet in
the morning). (Times should be the same as in the past, but we will send another email closer to the
start to confirm times/places/etc.) For now, just mark your calendars, and invite anybody and everybody that might need some encouragement, fellowship, accountability, and/or community in God's
Word (and that's everybody!) Start reading Acts if you want to now, or simply wait 'til we start. The
workbook we will use is a great one and will be available at our first meeting!

Church-wide Memory Verse for August

Until then, enjoy summer, and even more, the One who gives it!!

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,
as good stewards of God’s varied grace:”
1 Peter 4:10

your GBS leadership team
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Congregational Care

Missions &

Welcome Our
New Members
Food Pantry
This church has been involved with Two Fish and Four Loaves
for many years. Although they welcome all food brought to them,
we have focused primarily on cereal. Several years ago, the representatives from that group told us cereal is something that people ask for often, and they like to give cereal to families where
children are home alone while parents are at work or who are
coming home to an empty house after school. The cereal can
provide a meal without the child having to do any cooking.
When you are purchasing your groceries, at least once per month, please consider purchasing an extra
box of cereal or any food to add to the shopping basket that we empty monthly and deliver to the food
pantry.

Michael & Maggie
Rockhollt
William (Bill) &
Mary Johnson

Christo & Becky
Grobbelaar

Food Pantry
We took 22 boxes of cereal and 2 cans to
the food pantry in July.

We would like to invite anyone interested in joining the Congregational Care Team, we will be having our August meeting on Monday evening August 17th at 7pm in the Church Library. We're doing
a lot of interesting things again this year. We are looking forward to beginning our Fall and Winter
planning.

The Great Ice Cold Water Giveaway
(Sat. August 15th)

Our first monthly potluck for this fall is scheduled for Wednesday evening, September the 9th. The
CC Team will provide the meat. More information to follow in the September newsletter and Sunday
bulletins.

Jesus said when we give someone a drink that is
thirsty, we give Him a drink, so that’s exactly and simply what
we are going to do. Meet at the church at 10 a.m. to head out
into the community with ice cold water just to see what will
happen.

Our Sincere Blessings to all,
Your Congregational Care Team
Co-Chairman
Janice Aiken
Roy W. Villers

We are currently taking a sabbatical from weekly
meals and classes on Wednesdays, and praying
about what the best plan is moving forward in
ECO. Please help us pray. Also, suggestions welcome.

First Pres donated $657 to the ministry
“Rivers of the World” this summer.

Missional focus for August:

Also on Monday August 10th, at 10am at the Church, we will be having a training session for anyone
who would like to learn about and participate in the Greeting Card Ministry. This is one of the more
unique and rewarding projects the CC Team does.

What happened to our weekly
Wednesday night program?

Rivers of the World

Rushton’s Hope Day (Sat. August 29th):
We support this ministry in Griffin. Serve there from 9 – noon. You’ll spend time with
people in need from the community by handing out meals, clothes and sharing the gospel.

Wednesday Night Potlucks

School starts Monday, August 3rd.
Pray for our students, teachers, and schools.

Once per month Potluck suppers will start
up again on September 9th at 6 p.m. in the
Activity Center. Mark your calendars for
the 2nd Wednesday of the month.
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Christian Education

& Outreach

Kickoff Sunday

Faith and Family Parade and Celebration

Kickoff Sunday will be August 9th! We will start with an all
church pancake breakfast at 9:30 a.m. in the Activity Center. After the Crossover, kids through 5th grade will head to their first
class of the year. Join us!

September 12th, 11 am until 2 pm
Mark your calendar!

Crossover
(It’s time to take the next step!)
There will be a crossover ceremony for our young
disciples during the Kickoff breakfast on Sunday,
August 9th at 9:30 a.m. After the
ceremony, the kids will head to their
first class! Join us!

Line up at 10:15 at Food Depot on Taylor St. Parade begins at 11 am. Celebration starts at 12 noon until 2 pm at the Park on 6th street.

The Christian Women's Center in Griffin
is looking for folks to lead six week studies
on finances, sewing, cooking and more. If
you are interested, please contact the
church office. Thanks.

Sunday mornings in the children's wing are going to be
more exciting than ever.
After a short look at God's
Church, we are going to see
God create the universe then take a
journey to the Garden of Eden and meet
Adam and Eve.

A Special Note to Parents

Volunteers needed for:
Preparation for a float or decorate golf carts for the parade.
March in parade or ride on float or cart
Help set up tables for 2 booths
Attend a FPC booth and answer questions
Pass out handouts during parade and at park
Answer questions at Celebration
Serve condiments for hot dogs
Wear your FPC T-shirt if you have one
Enjoy the entertainment and serving our Lord with other members of our congregation.

Help wanted!

Children's Journey
to Hope Town

Moms and Dads, there is no greater gift you can give your
children than a solid foundation of scripture. Each Sunday,
our teachers work very hard to create the most wonderful
learning opportunities for your kids to grow in wisdom and
knowledge of the Lord. If you make getting to Sunday
school each week a priority, we promise you are giving
your kids the tools they need to navigate this fallen world.
And we have all sorts of wonderful Sunday school opportunities for you too. Please join us at 9:45 each Sunday!

Preschool
Bible
Lesson

Are you looking for an
opportunity to serve in
Griffin?
Caring House Pregnancy Resource Center is looking
for: clerical help, yard work, mentoring, lay counseling,
IT volunteers and more.
If you feel a sense of call, please contact the church office
for more information.
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Get ready for special events, games,
and crafts this year. You don't want to
miss it! Join us each Sunday morning at
9:45 sharp!

Coming this September to First Presbyterian Griffin:

Sunday Pre-school
Beginning this September, Tara Jones will be teaching our
precious pre-school children a brand new Sunday school
class. We'll be using the same curriculum as the older children, so the whole family will be studying the same Bible
stories.

Opportunities to Serve in August
Three Adult Sunday morning classes starting August 16th

Ralph Jones, Capt.
Robert Webster
Elizabeth Webster
Carolyn deBruin
Doug Brown, alternate

2 - Jane Bailey
4- Todd Thacker
7 - Mike Wiley
10 - Anne Armour
11 - Martha Dennis
11 - Maggie Jones
12 - Ione W. Kelley
14 - Juantia Sadder
15 - Roy Villers
15 - Kyle Johnson
16 - Lou Geerlings
17 - Rick Dougherty
17 - Belinda Stapp
18 - Janice Aiken
18 - Jennifer Elling
22 - Selena Helms
24 - Camille Berry
27 - Linda Soons
28 - Rachel Bailey
29 - Bill McLaren
29 - Cindy Baynham
30 - Carter Esary

Elder in Charge
Sid Esary

2s and 3s Nursery

Fellowship will begin each week at 9:45 a.m. Classes will begin at 10 a.m.

August Birthdays

Communion Servers

Ushers

1. New class! Wendi Kirby and Herb Ziegler will teach Anxious For Nothing by
John MacArthur. Stress has become a part of daily life, but John MacArthur believes that peace is not only possible, it’s also a divine mandate. The class will
meet in the Parlor.
2. The Bledsoe Class will be coordinated by Russell Johnson. The study will be
King’s Cross by Tim Keller. King’s Cross is Keller’s revelatory look at the life of
Christ as told in the Gospel of Mark. In it, Keller shows how the story of Jesus is
at once cosmic, historical, and personal, calling each of us to look anew at our
relationship with God. This class will meet in the Bledsoe Room.
3. The Covenant Class will be coordinated by Eddie Huffman and Robin Reahard. The class will meet in the Traylor Room.

8/2: Brad & Lisa Singley
8/9: John & Bryan Aldridge
8/16: Doug & Emelie Tingle
8/23: Janice Aiken & Jen Elling
8/30: Bob & Diane Gordon

Important Dates

If you would like to volunteer in our nursery
during the worship service,
contact Wendi Kirby
(678-588-8883 or wendi.kirby@gscs.org).

8/4/2012 - Denny & Kacie Jones
8/6/1983 - Tom & Cindy Baynham
8/11/1973 - Bill Farr & Elsa Sell
8/13/1955 - John & Dorothy Craig
8/15/1993 - John & Ruth Allison
8/28/1965 - Roger & Linda Soons

Sid Esary, Captain
Charlotte Thacker
Roy Villers
Roger Soons
Pat Brown
Bonnie Pfrogner
Trey Jones
Andy Musser
Bob Bugg
Tim Brown

Children’s Message
8/2 - Diane Gordon
8/9 - Ina Jones
8/16 - Cindy Baynham
8/23 - Drew Elling
8/30 - Seth Brown

Want to Help?
August Anniversaries

August 2

If you would like to serve as an usher or alternate usher,
contact Bonnie Pfrogner
(770-228-4436 or bonitapfrogner@yahoo.com).
If you would like to give a children’s message
during the worship service,
contact Millie (770-227-255 or millie@fpcgriffin.org)

New Address
Emily Thompson is in an assisted living facility in north Atlanta near her
daughter, Christy. her new address is:
Ms. Emily Thompson
Brookdale Sandy Springs, Rm 130
1260 Hightower Tr.
Atlanta, GA 30350

August Session Meeting

Special Thanks

August 30th after worship
Please email your ministry team
minutes to millie@fpcgriffin.org
by Thursday, August 20th, at noon.

Dear Church Family,
George and I want to thank all of you for the
many cards and good wishes. It made our “big day”
very special and the loving arms of our “church” are
wrapped around us in such a kind way.
In God’s love,
George & Joyce

We will celebrate Communion on Sunday, August 2.
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Dear friends,
Thank you so much for the wonderful birthday cards. They all helped to
make it a wonderful day! You are an
amazing church, and I love knowing all of
you.
Blessings,
Millie Beverly

A few laughs.....
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Riddles
1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

Question 1. What is greater than God? More evil than Satan?
Rich people need it, poor people have it, and if you eat it you will die.
Question 2. Who designed Noah's ark?
Question 3. Who was the best comedian in the bible ?
Question 4. Who was the smartest man in the Bible?
Question 5. What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible?
Question 6. What do they call pastors in Germany?
(answers are at the bottom of the page)

Hymns for Christians over 65 years old
Give Me the Old Timers Religion
Precious Lord, Take My Hand, And Help Me Up
Just a Slower Walk with Thee
Go Tell It on the Mountain, But Speak Up
Nobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeing
Guide Me, O Thou, Great Lord God,
I’ve Forgotten Where I’ve Parked The Car
Count Your Many Birthdays, Count Them One
By One
Blessed Insurance
It Is Well With My Soul, But My Knees Hurt

Be Involved
Answers to the Riddles

Mission Outreach

Answer 5. Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of
the Garden in a Fury. David’s Triumph was heard throughout the land.
Also, probably a Honda, because the
apostles were all in one Accord.
Answer 6. German Shepherds

Our mission opportunities this
month are
Great Ice Cold Water Giveaway
and
Rushton’s Hope Day

Answer 4. Samson: he brought the house down .
Answer 3. Abraham. He knew a Lot.
Answer 2. An ark-itect!

See the articles inside for more
information.

Answer 1. Nothing
11

Women of the Church
Please make plans to attend our first Bible
Study meeting after the summer break on
Monday, September 14, 10:15 am,
Fellowship Class Room.
We cannot meet the first Monday as church
will be closed for Labor Day holiday.
All ladies are welcome.

