NEWS
August 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
Evangelism is EASY!
There are literally thousands of books on evangelism. I should know. It seems like I must have half of
them on my bookshelf, but the good news is you don’t have to read a book to be an effective evangelist. Evangelism can be intimidating, but it can also be easy. The easiest form of evangelism is simply
inviting. Don’t you love to be invited places? I know I do. I love to be invited out for steak dinners
for example (hint, hint). Invitations are powerful because they communicate love, care and concern
for the recipient.
So, my challenge for us all today is to invite. Invite someone you know to church. Offer to pick them
up, go to church, and then out to lunch after. If you get a no, try again. If you get a maybe, try even
harder. Invitations will help us grow, but they will also ensure that another person you know will hear
the gospel. That is evangelism. See, it’s pretty easy after all.
See you in church,

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Sunday School Kick-Off
In honor of our 175th anniversary, on August 7 Rally Day is
racing back to town, and we hope you will join us for a delicious breakfast and celebration of the great race we'll be running this year during our Bible Scholars hour.
This is for the entire church family! Breakfast will begin at
9:45 am and will be followed by a short presentation of what
each Bible Scholar class will offer, including the exciting new
changes in the children's adventures. We will close with the
children's crossing over ceremony. It's a great photo-op!
There will be a nursery for the babies through two year olds.
Hope to see you there.

Mission & Outreach

For the year 2015 we funded the following missions:

Samaritan’s Purse’s Greatest Journey
Our church supports Samaritan’s Purse in two important ways: it is one of the 18
local, regional and international missions our congregation supports; secondly we
support Operation Christmas Child’s shoebox campaign each year delivering gifts
to children in developing countries - 124 million since 1993!
Each child that receives a shoebox has the opportunity to enroll in a 12 week Bible study and discipleship course that Samaritan’s Purse developed called The
Greatest Journey. The children develop a new understanding of God’s Word and
learn how to reach out to their families, friends and communities with the Good
News of Jesus Christ. This past year 1.2 million boys and girls accepted Jesus as
their Savior and Lord through the Greatest Journey classes.
During the past five years Samaritan’s Purse has trained 372,920 volunteer teachers. 3.4-million children have made a decision for Christ, and there have been 5.2
million graduates. At the completion of the course there is a graduation ceremony
during which each child receives a diploma and a New Testament Bible in their
language. Dozens of churches have been planted as a result of the new disciples
going out into their communities with the Good News (Matt. 28:19).
To learn more about Samaritan’s Purse and the other missions we support see the
2016 Missional Handbook our team developed at http://www.fpcgriffin.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016-Missional-Handbook.pdf Printed copies may be found on
our mission table in the hall.

New Church

Local: Hope Health Clinic: $1384; 5 Loaves and 2 Fish Food Pantry: $1384; Habitat for Humanity
Griffin $1384; Christian Women’s Center $1384; Spalding Samaritans $1384; Young Life/Young Lives
- each $1077; Rushton’s Hope $1384; Backpack food for Kids $1384; Total Local: $11,842
Regional: Thornwell Home for Children $1119
International: Matthew 28, Haiti: $1547; Serge- Rev George Mixon, Kenya $2326; CRU Ralph Elliott in Turkey $872; Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship, Rev. Cody Watson $790; International Messengers Home in Romania $986; Rivers of the World, Rev Mike Reinsel/Ben Mathes $843; Jesus Film
$276; International Justice Mission $801; Samaritans’ Purse $850 Total International $9,291 Grand
Total disbursed in 2015 was $22,252

Non budgeted missions we support through love offerings:

New Graduate

How do we fund our missions?
The session determined that we are to use 10% of the tithes the congregation gives. We are
dedicated to using these offerings in an efficient and responsible manner. We have collected
data over a number of years about each mission: We review annually their mission statements, total revenues, total expenses, % of revenue spent for fundraising, for administration
and for programs. Then we check with Charity Navigator and other rating agencies about
how efficiently the missions spend their money. We also ask each mission to tell us of any
changes to their mission statement; their past year’s achievements and plans for the coming
year. With this information we then ask FPC finance to determine on a quarterly basis the
amount of funds we can disburse. A subcommittee of Mission and Outreach team determines
a percentage to be given to each mission.

The following list includes one-time fundraising for various missions -- the amount given is determined
by the generosity of our church family.
Caring House’s Baby Bottle Boomerang; Monthly 5 Loaves & 2 Fish Food Pantry donations (cereal,
canned goods, etc) – this is in addition to annual funding; Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox gifts; Christmas Dinners for our needy community; an offering for the Presbyterian Homes of
Georgia; and Love offerings for visiting missionaries.
We thank each and every one of you for your generous support of our church and our missions!
The Mission and Outreach Team could use your help in the form of time and talent. We are a small
team consisting of Bill Farr, Chair; Bob Gordon, Co-Chair, Marion Musser, Andy Musser (Webmaster),
Bill Day and Pastor Drew. We meet on the first Monday of each month at 11 a.m. We can be flexible as
to the day and time if this does not work with your schedule. Please contact any of us. We need you and
would love to have you join us.

International Justice Mission (IJM)
Jeff Hancock, of IJM, will be here on Sunday, August 21, during Sunday School and
worship to share about their critical work that we support. IJM is concerned largely
with the scourge of child sex trafficking.

Serve at the Soup Kitchen
We will serve at the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen again
on Tuesday, August16th from 10:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Sign up in the Narthex.

Campus Crusade for Christ (CRU)
Ralph Elliott, of Campus Crusade for Christ (CRU), will be visiting us on Sunday, August 7. Ralph serves in the country of Turkey, which will be enlightening considering current events.
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Here’s a quote from George Mixon who will be at FPC on September 18th:
“I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees from our year long course
have begun following our forty week training plan. With ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus in our
new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”
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Congregational Care

We serve in August
Communion Servers

Bullets and BBQ
The Bullets and BBQ planned for the men has been postponed until September.
Hopefully it will be a little cooler!

Golf outing on August 25th
Fore! It’s time to hit the links again so dust off that
old set of clubs. Join us at Sun City for lunch and
golf on Thursday, August 25th. Meet for lunch at the
golf club at 12:30 p.m. followed by 18 holes with
cart. The golf plus cart will be around $36. Sign ups
in the Narthex beginning August 7th. You have to be
16 years old and over to play at Sun City.

2s and 3s Nursery
August

August 7

Aug. 7 - John & Ruth Allison
Aug. 14 - Tm & Becki Brown
Aug. 21 - Trey & Tara Jones
Aug. 28 - Chip & Robin Reahard

Bob Gordon, Capt.
Charlotte Thacker
Sid Esary
Stewart Esary
Pat Brown
Ina Jones
Trey Jones
John Craig
Bob Bugg
Tim Brown

August

Ushers
Ralph Jones, Capt.
Robert Webster
Elizabeth Webster
Mary Frances Harwell
Doug Brown, Alternate

Elder in Charge
Bob Gordon

August

Are you on a list?
No Potluck supper in August.

Children’s Message
August 7 - Cindy Baynham
August 14 - Sid Esary
August 21 - Drew Elling
August 28 - Wendi Kirby

Session meetings:
The next regular Session meeting will be Sunday, August 28th
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, August 14th at 9 a.m.

Our next one will be
September 14th at 6 p.m.

Communion will be served on Sunday, August 7th.
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Important Dates
August Birthdays
2 - Jane Bailey
4- Todd Thacker
7 - Mike Wiley
10 - Anne Armour
11 - Martha Dennis
11 - Maggie Jones
12 - Ione W. Kelley
14 - Juantia Sadder
15 - Roy Villers
15 - Kyle Johnson
16 - Lou Geerlings
16 - Jayden Hamby
17 - Rick Dougherty
17 - Belinda Stapp
18 - Janice Aiken
18 - Jennifer Elling
20 - Bradley Hamby
22 - Selena Helms
24 - Camille Berry
26 - Matthew Doran
27 - Linda Soons
28 - Rachel Bailey
29 - Cindy Baynham
30 - Carter Esary
31 - Ted Spencer

August Anniversaries
8/4/2012 - Denny & Kacie Jones
8/6/1983 - Tom & Cindy Baynham
8/11/1973 - Bill Farr & Elsa Sell
8/13/1955 - John & Dorothy Craig
8/15/1993 - John & Ruth Allison
8/28/1965 - Roger & Linda Soons

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, August 8th
at noon at the church.

A Unique Opportunity To Donate To Charity
Occasionally the Federal Government does something that can benefit the individual and the charity they may
wish to support. In late 2015, Congress made permanent the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2016 which
allows some Individual Retirement Account (IRA) owners to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QCD) directly from their IRA to a qualified charity. This QCD can be used to satisfy all or part of an individual’s Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) without having to pay federal income tax on the distribution. It also has the advantage of reducing the individual’s Adjusted Gross Income by the amount of the QCD
(not to exceed $100,000). This can be a significant tax planning advantage if the individual would normally
be pushed into a higher tax bracket by an RMD and also allows an individual to donate more funds than if
they had taken the same RMD amount, paid the income tax and then made a donation to charity. However,
there are some important steps to follow to avoid problems:
You must be over 70 ½ years of age to make a QCD
It can only come from an Individual Retirement Account [not a 401(k)].
The charitable donee must be an organization that qualifies for a charitable income tax deduction of an
individual.
The QCD must go directly from IRA Custodian (such as a broker) to the charity (the funds cannot pass
through the individual first and then to the charity).
The QCD cannot be used as an itemized deduction on your tax return.
Obtain a letter of acknowledgement from the charity (suggest making sure the charity knows the donation
is a Qualified Charitable Distribution from an IRA).
Check with your IRA Custodian/Tax advisor before you do anything.
For information, First Presbyterian Church of Griffin, Inc. is a qualified charity. For those over 70 ½ fortunate enough to be in a position to make a QCD, this can be an effective tax planning tool as well as a way to
support a favorite project.

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will not have a meeting in August.

Worship
Don’t forget!

Sunday School Rally Day!!
Sunday, August 7th at 9:45 am in the
activities building. Call the church by
2:00 pm Thursday, August 4 to make a
reservation for breakfast.

We will return to our regular
worship time of 11:00 a.m. on
August 7th.
Sunday School will begin at 9:45 a.m. starting August 14th.

See you there!

Race on in!!
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Christian Education
August Church-wide Memory Verse
Let no one look down on your youthfulness,
but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity,
show yourself an example of those who believe.
1 Timothy 4:12

Membership Class
The next Membership Class will
be Sunday, August 14th at 9:30
a.m. in the Christian Education
office. Spread the word.

Children's Sunday Morning Bible Adventures
While the Gospel message will remain the same in children's Sunday School, the teaching
method is changing so we can engage each child in his or her learning style.
The first Sunday of each month will begin with Karen Kiley teaching that month's Bible story
and core Truth. There will be a video and an engaging lesson.
On the second Sunday, Emelie Tingle and Bryan Aldridge will build on the lesson with a hands
-on activity or craft.
The third Sunday will see Jennifer Elling and Cindy Baynham taking the kids on a music and
missions journey that expands on the lesson and core Truth.
Finally, the fourth Sunday will be a big celebration of the lesson and Truth with Seth and the
youth leading the kids in games.
On the rare fifth Sunday, the kids will be putting the Gospel Truths they are learning by doing a
service project.
Please get your children there at 9:45 so they don't miss any of the fun.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.
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Youth
I want to thank this church
again for supporting the idea of
BaseCamp two years ago. It is
always hard to go into the unknown, but having a church that
believes in you and what you're
doing makes all the difference.
So again thank you!!!
It was hard thinking about how year two could compete with the first year of BaseCamp, because
God did so much during that week. But after a lot of prayer and making some changes that we felt
God was leading us to make for year two. He did it again!!! God was moving in the students lives
and through the leaders as well. There were two big changes that we made this year that really
made camp amazing. One of the biggest changes was bringing a lot of college students to help
lead our students. We call this the Sherpa Program. We help train college students to lead small
groups, so that they can go back to their local church or college church and help lead students. The
other change was adding another hour of small group time each week, this made a huge difference
in camp. Small group leaders and the students were able to bond and also grow together in amazing ways. Small groups are the heart and soul of BaseCamp. The spiritual discussions and life
changing decisions happen in small groups.
I hope that you get a chance to ask one of our students about their small group and about BaseCamp, I think you will love the answers you get! We can’t wait for BaseCamp 2017!!!!
Click on this link to see a BaseCamp video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwIjw7kgCQ8&feature=youtu.be

Sports Camp 2016
I am happy to report that I made it through another year at Sports Camp,
and I can’t wait for another one!! God is really moving and building
something special through this church and his people at First Presbyterian. Sports Camp could not happen without the support of Pastor Drew
and also all the volunteers. This year we had 40 volunteers help out with Sports Camp,
and each person played an essential role in making camp great for each child. We had over 35 children come to
Sports Camp this year, and I have a feeling that it is going to keep growing and growing. So we will need more
volunteers for next year!!! But I could not end the article without thanking my wife Emily for her support,
ideas, and leadership with Sports Camp. If you had a great time or your kid had a great time
make sure and tell her. Again I can not really come up with the
words to describe how much it means to belong to a church that
loves their community and is ready to step out and share Christ.
The best is yet to come!!!
Click here to see the fun! https://goo.gl/photos/d5Cm5vQCf2Ppx6j98
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Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future
In a recently published book, A Potpourri of My Life, compiled by Anita Walker Hoffman, about her brother,
Charles Walker, who grew up in our church. Charles wrote about his first experience working with pipe organs.
Mr. H. H. Deane, whose father was the first minister of the church and whose mother played the organ for almost 50 years, would call on Charles to work with him to help fix a stuck note or something else. In 1978,
when the decision was made to move the organ to its current location, Charles who owned Herschel Harrington
Studio Restoration, Ltd. in Atlanta was asked to repaint the pipes. Many layers of gold paint were removed to
discover the blue-gray pipe metal and polished tin mouths of the pipes. The outlines of the original stencils on
the pipes were discovered, and, after many hours, they were repainted with colors that harmonize with the
church.
Charles also wrote about the buildings and stores around the downtown church. The Griffin Volunteer Fire
Department and Steam Fire Engine was in front of the church on Eighth Street on a triangular piece of property
where Meriwether and Eighth Streets came together. He says, “The Presbyterian Bell was in an open tower and
was able to be heard for a great distance so it was used to summon the firemen.” Across Meriwether Street, on
the southeast corner of Eighth Street was a large two-story masonry building where one of the many McNeely
grocery stores was located. Across Eighth Street on the corner of Meriwether and Eighth was an ice cream parlor. “The reason for the angle on Meriwether Street coming into Taylor was that it had been the Plank Road to
carry cotton from Meriwether Street into Griffin and then to the train going to Savannah.” There was a bakery
across Taylor Street where Claxton Cole Pharmacy is located; a diner, the Blue Goose Café, directly across
from the church on Taylor Street; and a water tank and the city cannery on the west side of Ninth Street.

Looking ahead.....
Women of the
Church
Bible Study
We are taking a break for the summer. We look forward to
resuming our Bible Study meetings on

September 12, at 10:15 am
See you then!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more

A copy of this book has been purchased for the church. Copies are also available at the Chamber of Commerce.
_____________________
Six green stained glass pendants are available. Please see Debbie Hammond if you would like to purchase one.
_______________________

Facilities
A big shout out to the Soons for purchasing a new utility sink for the janitorial closet in the Activities' Building. It's very pretty so do stop by and
admire it! It was sorely needed and is greatly appreciated! We take little
bites of this "elephant" and before you know it, he will be all gone!!! :)
Lou Baldwin
Cabinets for the kitchen dishes in the Activities' Building have been
constructed and installed.
Thank you, George. Thanks also to Roger for helping to install.
Sharon Day and Evelyn Ingram
Kitchen Coordinators
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COLLECTION WEEK: NOVEMBER 14-21
DEDICATION SUNDAY: NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of
175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumes in August. School supplies are on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

Lost & Found
There is a lost and found basket outside of
the church office. If you have lost anything, please check the basket. Also, there
are a few larger “lost” items on the coat
rack in that same hallway.
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

