NEWS
August 2017
Pastor Drew’s Views: Let’s Rally Together!
It’s hard to believe another summer is coming to end! You know what that means…it’s time to rally
together for a new fall of mission and ministry in our community. I hope you are as excited as I am.
God is doing something special among us. I really felt that on July 23rd when young Seth Slaughter
was baptized. You all really rallied around him and his family. Let’s keep it up!
We will start with Rally Day Roundup on Sunday, August 13th (see more details in this newsletter).
Our full Sunday School schedule will kick-off that day and we will celebrate together after church
with a congregational meal. Also, I am excited about two new additions this fall: a men’s breakfast
begins at Chick-fil-a and a mid-week Bible study for all ages (again, more details to follow). Of
course, we will continue monthly service opportunities and regular worship. I hope it goes without
saying that we need you! Jump headfirst into worship, service and fellowship at FPC this fall!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Website: www.fpcgriffin.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FPCGriffin

NEW Mid-week Bible Study
Pastor Drew will be leading a six week Bible study on
Abraham starting Wednesday, August 16th at 6:15 p.m.
We will meet in the Traylor Room. The study is for all
ages and will go along with the sermon series on Abraham starting August 20th. Childcare provided.

NEW Men’s Breakfast
Pastor Drew is starting a men’s breakfast on
Wednesday, August 16th. The first one will be at
Chick-fil-a at 7:30 a.m. Join us and invite a friend!
We will decide further details at the first meeting.

Mission, Outreach, & Evangelism
Jesus said “Go”, so let’s GO! Here are some opportunities to serve together with
unconditional “agape” love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church office):

Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
We will serve together again at the soup kitchen on Tuesday, August
15th from 10:30 a.m.. - 1:00 p.m. If you haven’t tried this yet, it is a
great opportunity to serve in our community with the love of Christ
and also get the word out about who we are.
Look for sign ups in the Narthex or call the church office.

Cereal Sunday
The first Sunday of each month, FPC Griffin has the honor to participate in
"CEREAL SUNDAY". We ask members to bring bags or boxes of dry
cereal and place in the grocery cart located in the Narthex, near the
wing of the Children's hall. This FOOD PANTRY ministry allows many
poor and homeless individuals a nutritious meal that can either be eaten
dry or with milk. Bring cereal on August 6th.
We took 27 boxes of cereal and 1 jar of jelly
to the food pantry in June.

Mission Changers for August: Spalding Samaritans
Mission: We are a local, faith-based non-profit that provides emergency utility assistance,
education and referral services to the Spalding County community.
Contact: Rev. Brian McCartney 404-513-0543
Location of activity: Community room at the back of Hope Health Clinic – door faces Slaton
Avenue.
Days and Times: 1st Tuesday of each month 12:30 to 2 pm and 3rd Tuesday of each month
12:30 to 2 pm.
Duties: Chair setting up, intake counseling, and photocopying, welcoming, distribution of
packets to be filled in by clients.
No items need to be donated.
Volunteer requirements: older teen or adult is welcome
Skills needed: We meet one – on – one with each client. Those who do “intake counseling”
are trained on-the-job by an experienced volunteer.
There is no need to transport anything.
Brian McCartney, of Spalding Samaritans, will be here on Sunday, August 20th to share about
this vital ministry in our community that we support. As a result, 8/20 will be Mission Changers
Sunday. Please bring a few extra bucks to throw in the buckets.

We also need to thank everyone for
supporting our monthly mission emphasis partners (YoungLives, Habitat
for Humanity and Rushton's Hope).
Several hundred dollars have gone to
give additional support ABOVE AND
BEYOND our usual offerings and gifts.

Please stop by the Mission, Outreach and
Evangelism bulletin board for frequent
updates on our mission partners. There
are opportunities for you to assist and
prayer needs to be met.

Rushton’s Hope Thank You!
Thanks to those who helped with our Rushton’s Hope mission in July. We raised
over $400 on July 16th! Praise God! Also, several of us enjoyed putting on a cookout for less fortunate members of the Griffin community on 7/29.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES
2017 National Collection Week is November 13 - 20
Dedication Sunday will be November 12

The mission committee dressed up
in their "construction outfits" for
Habitat for Humanity
Sunday.

School supplies are on sale now.
Remember no toothpaste and no candy to be put in the boxes.
The suggested donation is $9/box.

Here’s a quote from Backpacks 4 Kids upon receiving our most recent contribution: "Your commitment to helping us with Spalding County families in need is sincerely appreciated. No only is it important
to provide services for these families in need, but we understand that the poverty issues that are present
for these families create emotional problems, discipline problems and academic problems."
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FPC Youth

Congregational Care
This Congregational Care Ministry Team meets
after church the second Sunday of each month. Our next meeting is August 13.

BaseCamp 2017 was a huge success! God is really moving through our students and all the students that attended this year. For the first time we had 100
students at camp. Our theme this year, Renew, was based on Mark 12:30,
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength.” Each day we challenged the students that in
order to love God with our hearts, souls, minds, and our strength we had to
Renew all those things through the pursuit of Jesus Christ.

It was so exciting to see student’s eyes opening to the Word of God, and watching as the Spirit
moved in and through them in their Cadres (small groups). We made a change this year and called
our small groups- Cadres. Cadres are a small group of people specially trained for a particular
purpose. At BaseCamp, Cadres are formed in order to help each other grow in the Lord, and God
really used these groups in a huge way this year. Our goal each year is to have the students look
back and point to the Cadres as the time when God really got a hold of their lives.
Please join me in praying for our students and all those that experienced camp as they head back
to their home churches. Also, if you get a chance, ask one of our students about their experience at
BaseCamp. Thank you for your continued support and pursuit of the hearts of the next generation.

We need folks interested in reaching out to our congregation/supporting each of our members.
We need help
coordinating meals for individuals or families at happy and sad times;
arranging the Wednesday Night suppers (includes set up and clean up);
coordinating activities for the congregation, Men’s Ministry and Women’s Ministry;
and welcoming new members. Join us to see how you can help!!!

Late Summer or Early Fall Outing
Biblical History Center, LaGrange, GA
(BiblicalHistoryCenter.com)
Since 2005, through archaeology, history and experience, the Center makes the Bible come alive. The
Center has been praised for its excellence in accurately portraying what life would have been like for everyday people living in ancient Israel.
The Center is open Tuesday through Saturday.
The events described could possibly be done in one trip with one $15 admission fee.

It is hard to believe that we are already
talking about going back to school!
But, that is exactly where we are, getting all our supplies for school to start
back up. We are also gearing up for
PYF, and getting ready to dig deeper
into God’s word together. For the
month of August we are going to be
diving into what God has to say about
building a community around us, and
also about the types of people we should be pursuing to have in our inner circles. It is going to be challenging, and life giving!! I can’t wait to see how God is going to use all of us
to encourage and build each other up as we pursue Christ daily. Join us each week on
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Archaeological Replica Garden Tour (includes Biblical Life Artifacts Gallery)
Four areas of ancient life are represented in the Garden: Life of the Shepherd, Life of the Farmer, Life of
the Village, and Roman Theater and Market Street. This tour leaves you with a new understanding of life
in Old and New Testament times.
Cost: $15 for adults, $12 for children ages 6-12, children 5 and under are free.
Offered daily as a self-guided tour with a guidebook and signage. Guided tours are available by reservation. Group tours require a minimum of 10.
Shepherd’s Bread Making Experience (Family Friendly)
This is a wonderful way for guests of all ages to learn about life as a shepherd in the ancient world. The
guide talks about life in the desert, living in tents and working as shepherds. You will get your hands, eyes,
and noses involved in experiencing the ancient world.
Cost: $15/person. Includes: Archaeological Replica Garden and Biblical Life Artifacts Gallery Tours
Reservations required-minimum of 10

These two events sound interesting.
What would you like to do?
See or contact Debbie Hammond.
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Christian Education
August Church-wide Memory Verse
"Abraham said,
God Himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son."
Genesis 22:8a (NRSV)

Ye-hah!
Calling all cowboys and cowgirls and even all you city-slickers!
We're gonna have a Rally Day Round Up to kick off the new Sunday School season. So put on yer cowboy hats, and yer cowboy
duds and yer boots all slicked up fer church. All of y'all, 0 to 100,
are invited to mosey on over to the chuck wagon after church and
put on the feed bag and then have some fun with the family.
So don't you ferget to be there Sunday, August 13th.
We'll be a-lookin fer ya!
Saddle up!

Adult Sunday School Classes
Traylor Room: Study of John
Parlor: SourceView
Bledsoe Room: Minor Prophets
Library: Explorers

Hope Town Happenings
This month, we travel back to Genesis 22 and the shocking story of Abraham's near sacrifice of

Isaac. What's shocking though is what God reveals about who we are to Him in this encounter.
God teaches Abraham and us that we are loved, not sacrificed.
We will discover that just as God provided for Abraham and Isaac, He provides for us.
We will also explore how the Old Testament sacrifice relates to Jesus being the Lamb of God.
Hope to see you in Hope Town!
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Facilities

Welcome New Members!
Bob, Kim, Leah and Seth Slaughter

You have heard it said, "Gravity is not your friend" so a facelift might be a solution. I am
not sure that gravity affects bathrooms, but ours at the church are receiving that much
needed "facelift"! A generous church family has contributed and designated funds to be
used for the purpose of renovating our adult bathrooms in the main building and in the
Activities' Building! What a blessing for all of us! I am so excited! Be
patient and bear with us as we attempt not to disrupt our church life
greatly. If any of you see a need and have a sincere "heart" for an
area of the church facility or grounds to which you would like to give
designated (second-mile) money, beyond your monthly contribution,
please speak with me.
Thank you all as you give as you are blessed with your time, talents,
and extra monies toward the beauty and upkeep of our church home!
Lou Baldwin/Facilities Chair

Worship
Thanks!
Thanks to everyone who pitched in to make breakfast every
Sunday this summer. It was yummy and great fellowship!

Pastor Drew baptized
Seth Slaughter
after the worship service on
Sunday, July 23rd.

Robin Reahard
Mimi Johnson
Debbie Hammond
Lynn Mitchell
Pat Brown
Emelie Tingle
Evelyn Ingram
Bonnie Pfrogner
Sharon Day
The Worship Team
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Dates & Stuff

We serve in August
Communion Servers
August 6th

August Anniversaries

August Birthdays

8/4/2012 - Denny & Kacie Jones
8/6/1983 - Tom & Cindy Baynham
8/13/1955 - John & Dorothy Craig
8/15/1993 - John & Ruth Allison
8/28/1965 - Roger & Linda Soons

2 - Jane Bailey
4- Todd Thacker
6 - Drew Tingle
7 - Mike Wiley
10 - Anne Armour
11 - Martha Dennis
11 - Maggie Jones
12 - Ione W. Kelley
13 - Herb Ziegler
14 - Juantia Sadder
15 - Roy Villers
15 - Kyle Johnson
16 - Jayden Hamby
17 - Rick Dougherty
17 - Belinda Stapp
18 - Janice Aiken
18 - Jennifer Elling
18 - Doug Tingle, Sr.
20 - Bradley Hamby
22 - Selena Helms
24 - Camille Berry
26 - Matthew Doran
27 - Linda Soons
28 - Rachel Bailey
29 - Cindy Baynham
30 - Carter Esary
31 - Ted Spencer

Session meetings
The next regular Session meeting will be Sunday, August 27th.
The prayer meeting will be August 13th at 9:00 am.

Communion will be
served on August 6th.

Address Change:
Konrad Li
c/o Charlene Smith
4634 Rivercliff Dr. SW
Lilburn, GA 30047
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Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office closes at noon every Friday.

Tom Hamilton, Captain
John Allison
Tom Baynham
Bill Day
Wendi Kirby
Jim Skinner
Joe Bailey
Diane Gordon
Bob Gordon

Elder in Charge
Tom Hamilton

August
Ushers
Ralph Jones, Captain
Robert Webster
Elizabeth Webster
M. F. Harwell
John Allison, Alternate

Church Hour Nursery Age Limits
The nursery during the church hour is
for children in Pre-K and below. No
child older than 4 should be in there.
This is for the safety of our toddlers.
Thanks for your cooperation,
Your CE Ministry Team

August Children’s Message
August 6th August 13th August 20th August 27th -

No children’s message
Pastor Drew
Wendi Kirby
Diane Gordon

Church Preschool Workers
(age 2 - 4 year olds)
August
August 6th - John & Ruth Allison
August 13th - Chip & Robin Reahard
August 20th - Mike & Wendy Biddle
August 27th - Joe & Jane Bailey

Grateful Thanks
Dear FPC Griffin,
Thank you so much for
the care package, and thank you
for helping me grow over the
years. I will always remember
the lessons you have taught me.
Sincerely,
Jackson Elling

Dear FPC Griffin family,
Hello from Colorado! In the midst of these green
pastures and still waters, my Shepherd restores my soul; He
is deepening me in truth, taking me by the hand on the path
of righteousness, leading me for His name’s sake (Ps. 23:13).
I pray that all is well in Georgia, and I rejoice that
with our good Shepherd in control of our lives it may always be well with our souls!
With love in Him,
Emily Grace Elling
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

Griffin Bible Study
This fall,
GRIFFIN BIBLE STUDY
(a community-wide Bible study for women)
WILL OFFER TWO GREAT OPTIONS...
WED. MORNINGS 9:30 - 11:30 am*
(starting August 9th)
At 1st PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (1349 Macon Road)
We will be studying the book of GENESIS
TUESDAY NIGHT 7 - 8:30 pm
(starting August 22)
Studying 2 Timothy, a Beth Moore study titled
“Entrusted”
Location TBA
Whether you’ve studied God’s word for a while...or never opened its pages
for yourself, there is much for you here and you are welcome and invited to
come!!!!
To reserve child-care or ask questions about any GBS group, email:
katienewms@gmail.com

*child-care available for Wednesday studies

