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NEWS

Pastor Drew’s Views: The Light of the World
There is nothing like a little light when you need it. Light pierces the darkness. It illuminates the path
ahead. We take light for granted, but as soon as you can’t see the way, light always brings the relief
and the direction you need.
John says, “In Him was life, and that life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness,
but the darkness has not understood it” (John 1:4-5). I love that. Christmas is light just when you need
it. You might feel lost, or you might know someone who can’t see their hand in front of their face. If
you are like me, you know the feeling of fumbling around and tripping in the dark. It is not much fun
to stub your toe trying to find your way.
The good news of Christmas is this: Jesus is the light you need! If you are lost or know someone who
is, Jesus will light the path. Turn to Him. He is the only one who can.
Merry Christmas!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Chancel Choir/Handbell Choir
On December 13th, the Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir will present a celebration of Christmas through Music during the Sunday morning service. Several members of our congregation will also
participate in this musical presentation. Please join us as we share the joys of the season as we worship
together for the glory of God and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Yours in Christ,
Sylvia

Youth

Missional focus for December
Jesus said “Go!” so we go, “Feed!” so we feed, “Make disciples” so we make disciples in His Name. The church
is a hospital for sinners and a launching pad for missional service in our community and “to the ends of the earth”.

Mark your calendars
for Tingle’s Kris
Kringle Day
Our annual Tingle’s Kris Kringle
Day will be on Saturday, December
5th, from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm. This
is a chance for parents to have a morning off or to go
shopping without their children. There will be crafts, a
kids Christmas shop, pictures with Santa , and lots more
fun! Lunch will be provided. Please call the church office to reserve a spot for your children by noon on December 3rd, and don’t forget to let us know of any allergies.

Christmas Gift for Jesus
As Johnna said in worship, “What do you
give a Savior who has everything? You give
Him what He asked for, which is His message and His love ‘to the least of these.’”
We are collecting money during the Sunday
School hour for the purpose of buying a
special gift through Samaritan’s Purse.
Please give generously.

Christmas Dinner Outreach
The commercialization of Christmas starts earlier every year, creating stress to do more, get more, bigger, better. Painfully, the reality is, the every day needs of our community are bigger every year. The
elderly, the lonely, the unemployed. This is evident by the number of mission outreach opportunities
presented to us.
FPC again this year is preparing a Christmas Dinner for those in need. Working together on this is the
easiest way we can honor the Christ child on His birthday. "Whatsoever you do for the least of
my brothers, that you do unto me". Many hands, and feet are needed to pull this off. Last year we fed
over 700. We combine forces with United Christian Fellowship church, with fellowship, and music.
Areas of help are: telephone calls, pick up of entrée meats, carving of entrée meat, kitchen help, assembly line preparing take out boxes, deliveries, (a few pick up truck drivers to deliver to the soup
kitchen), and clean up. In addition, monetary donations are needed as well to fund this dinner project. There are sign up sheets in the Narthex preparing for this project. If you have any questions see me
after church at the sign up table, or please call me at 678-688-2538.
Friends in Christ, Barbara McTigue

PYF Events in December
Dec. 13th- Experience Another World: The Compassion Experience
On December 13th, PYF will be going to this event in Fayetteville. This event will give us all a
glimpse into the lives of children and teenagers around the world. My prayer is that this event will not
only change our Christmas season, but also our lives. Students will meet at the church at 4:45pm. Please
bring money to eat at Wendy’s after the event.
Dec. 20th- PYF Christmas Party at Stone Mountain Park
On December 20th, PYF will be going to Stone Mountain Park for our annual Christmas Party.
This is a great event and a fun time to get into the Christmas Spirit. The cost is $20 per student. Friends
are welcome to attend, but please let me know in advance. Students should bring a dinner to eat on the
bus, and extra money for whatever they may want in the park. Students meet at the church at 4:45pm,
and will be returning around 11:30pm. Students must bring a jacket, hat, and gloves to attend the event.
Dec. 28th-29th- Move Conference
Move Conference is happening this year in Macon. This is an incredible event and has some
great speakers and musicians this year. We will be staying in Macon at a church, with some other local
churches. The cost of the event is $50. Please let me know ASAP if your student and friends will be going.

Meet our Newest Members
Wayne & Patty
Boylan

Jane
Ratmeyer

Looking ahead....
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FPC Griffin is going to Haiti!

CPR Training

We are partnering with FPC Douglasville (ECO) to
go to Haiti in our 175th year. There's no better way to
celebrate than to serve. The trip will be for all ages
(15+). Haiti Outreach Ministries will be our host.
They do medical and construction trips. We will be
going next June 11-18, 2016. James Cordle, from
FPC Douglasville, will be here on December 6th to
tell us more. Trips cost around $1,000. Please start to
pray about going to "the ends of the earth" for Jesus!

We will have the next and last CPR training in January until
next year, date not determined. Most likely it will be an
evening session 6-8 pm at the church. You will be trained in
Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and the use of the
defibrillator we have on site in the church. The cost is about
$35 and leads to an American Heart Association certificate
good for two years. Please contact Bill Farr at
wmfarr@bellsouth.net or 770-584-9727 to get on the list.

Welcome to First Pres!

Matt & Tiffany
Doran
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Facilities

We serve in December
Children’s Message

Elder in Charge

12/6 - Wendi Kirby
12/13 - Pastor Drew
12/20 - Cindy Baynham
12/27 - Lou Baldwin

Jim Skinner

2s and 3s Nursery

Ushers

12/6 - Ashley Moran & Russell Johnson

Doug Brown, Capt.
Bill Baldwin
Jim Campbell
Gary Hollums Alt.

12/13 - Chip & Robin Reahard
12/20 - John & Ruth Allison
12/27 - Darren & Sharon Norris

Important Dates
December Anniversaries
12/2/1980 - Joe & Evelyn Ingram
12/2/2006 - Bryan & Karen Chipman
12/18 - Michael & Wendy Biddle
12/27/1968 - Ted & Lynn Spencer
12/28/1968 - Bob & Diane Gordon
12/28/1962 - Jon & Lou Geerlings

December Birthdays
1 - Joyce Jones
3 - Shelby Thacker
5 - Bill Johnson
7 - Roger Soons
7 - Wendy Biddle
8 - Brittney Musser
9 - Wendi Kirby
9 - Brad Singley
9 - Charlee Anne Key
10 - Seth Brown
12 - Tom Baynham
16 - Cara Chipman
19 - Michael Biddle
22 - Jim Graham
24 - Louis Thacker
26 - Sharon Holmes
28 - Trey Jones
28 - Elizabeth Webster
29 - Elsa Sell
31 - Charlotte Thacker
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Communion Servers

Work Brings Satisfaction

December 6

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device or knowledge or
wisdom in the grave where you are going. Ecclesiastes 9:9-11

Bonnie Pfrogner, Captain
Doug Tingle
Tom Baynham
Charlotte Thacker
Russell Johnson
Ivan Betz
Gary Hollums
John Allison
Chip Reahard
Tom Hamilton

Many thanks to all who work to enhance the beauty of God's house and our worship home at First Presbyterian!
Your Facilities' Ministry Team

Christian Education
Advent Scripture Calendar

December Session
Meeting
Stated Session Meeting
December 6th after worship
Prayer Meeting
December 13th at 9:00 am.
Everyone is invited to attend.

Church-wide Memory Verse
for December
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign:
The virgin will be with child and will give birth to
a son, and will call him Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14

We will celebrate Communion on Sunday, December 6.
S’mores and Caroling on Wednesday, December 16th
Join us by the fire in the Pavilion on Wednesday, December 16th at 6
p.m. for S’mores, hot chocolate and Christmas carols. Some of us will
also go to sing carols to shut-ins. Join us and invite a friend (x2).

A Family Candlelight
Christmas Eve Service
with
Communion at 5:00 PM

Christmas in Our Jammies
Last Rehearsal!
Wednesday, Dec. 2 from 5-6.

Children’s Christmas Program
Christmas in Our Jammies
Dec. 9th at 6:30 pm
Children, get ready for our Christmas program!
Church family, plan to attend on Dec. 9th after our potluck
supper, which is at 6:00. Dessert will be provided.
Come and support our children -- and wear your jammies!

The church office will be closed on Dec. 24 &25
for Christmas and on January 1 for New Year’s.
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Congregational Care
The CC Team would like to thank everyone that took the time to have a picture taken for the new Pictorial Directory. A very large percentage of the congregation took part, which is a very good
thing. Scheduling for these events is not easy, however, everyone did a great job being there for their
appointments. A Big Thank You to everyone for being patient and on time.
Personal and family pictures will be available for Christmas. In order to get a complete directory with
family pictures, staff, extras and activity pages all done correctly and look their very best, it will probably be March for the final copy of the directory. Maybe sooner, but March should be the expectation. Thanks again everyone for showing up to have your picture taken, and coming back in to review
your pictures.
On November 10th, eleven Seniors from FPC took a day trip to the Georgian Aquarium. This trip was
arranged by Janice Aiken, Co-chair of the CC Team. It was a great trip, lunch was provided at the
Aquarium. If you haven't seen the aquarium and the Dolphin Tales show, would highly recommend
it. Thank you, Joe Bailey, for driving the Church Bus for this great outing.
December potluck will be on December 9th, at 6pm. The Children's Christmas program will follow after dinner in the Sanctuary. Please bring plenty of food, there will be a lot of hungry Children getting
ready for their program. :-).
HELP, HELP, HELP!!! When you attend our Wednesday potlucks, and we hope you all do, would
everyone please help clean up. Especially in December, so everyone can see the Children's program. If
everyone would just do a little something, it all gets done and everyone gets to enjoy the program. Also,
on a regular basis, folks need to get to choir, so everyone please do a little something before you leave.
Diane Pinson and Ruth Allison have taken on the task of continuing the Greeting Card Ministry. I want
to thank them so much for doing that. It is a great way to communicate and let folks know that birthday's, anniversaries and other needs are remembered by the Church. Everyone is important and should
be remembered. Thanks again to these two ladies who will continue the ministry.
One a personal note, I am rotating off of Session and Leslie and I have put our House on the market. We'll be moving to the Denton, Texas area to a 55+ community. Over the past three years it has
been a privilege and honor to serve the wonderful folks in the congregation at First Presbyterian Church
of Griffin. The things that the CC Team has accomplished has truly been a team effort, I could not in
anyway have done it by myself. A special thanks to Janice Aiken, Co-chair of the Team. I also want to
thank, Karlene Hollender, Lynn Mitchell, John Craig and Ruth Allison. Everyone has made special efforts to do special things to give our congregation many fellowship opportunities. Everything from a
Ladies Tea, to a breakfast and golf outing, trip to the aquarium and Wednesday night fellowship meal,
to name only a few, Thank you all for making the CC Team a valuable part of FPC fellowship.
Roy W. Villers
Co-Chair CC Team
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The Worship Ministry Team has been busy making sure all the preparations are made for the
Christmas Season. We had a good turnout for the Hanging of the Greens on November 22nd. All who
attended enjoyed a delicious meal of homemade lasagna made by Sylvia Hollums and the many salads,
breads and desserts brought by our members of the church. It was a great time of fellowship, eating
together, and then off to the Sanctuary for the “Hanging of the Greens” program filled with Christmas
readings and singing Christmas Carols. Thank you to all for making this another memorable time in the
life of First Presbyterian Church of Griffin.
By the end of the program we were all in the mood to decorate. Hanging wreaths, decorating
the Crismon tree in the Narthex, and making sure everything was in just the right place. We will begin
placing poinsettias in the Sanctuary for the First Sunday of Advent, November 29th with communion by
intinction. Communion will also be held on December 6th.
As the season moves forward your Worship Ministry Team invites each and every one to participate in the numerous activities. A schedule of the events is listed on the front of the hymnals in the
pews.
The Worship Ministry Team wishes everyone a Very Merry Christmas.
Pat Brown, Barbara McTigue, Debbie Hammond, Sylvia Hollums, Joyce Kirby, Evelyn Ingram, Bill
Farr, Pat Thompson, Ivan Betz, Robin Reahard, Tom Baynham, Pastor Drew Elling and Bonnie
Pfrogner.

etc........
175th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
The Anniversary Committee has met and plans are underway for our Celebration. Throughout the coming year various activities will take place documenting this special event. The official anniversary date is Sunday, November 27, 2016. This is the
Sunday after Thanksgiving and the first Sunday in Advent. Mark your calendars now to be a part of a very special day in the
life of First Presbyterian Church.
During the cleaning out of various storage spaces at the Church, a box of cookbooks was located. In November 1993, The
Presbyterian Women printed a cookbook called Presbyterian Potpourri. There are many wonderful recipes from members,
including Camille Berry, Cindy Baynham, Ina Jones, Joyce Kirby, Bonnie Pfrogner, Mimi Johnson, Sharon Day, Martha Dennis, Sylvia Hollums, Anne Mixon, and many others. The book would be a wonderful Christmas gift/stocking stuffer and is
available for a donation of $5, or more, to help toward the Celebration activities. Please see Debbie Hammond for a book or
stop by the church office.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Join us for coffee fellowship each Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m.
Classes begin at 10 a.m.

Special Thanks

Worship Ministry

Thanks from the staff

WOW!!! WE MET THE GOAL OF 175 SHOEBOXES!!! WHAT A TESTAMENT
TO A LOVING AND MISSIONAL CONGREGRATION BEGINNING THE CELEBRATION OF 175 YEARS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE TO THE LORD. THANK
YOU TO ALL WHO PACKED ONE OR MORE SHOEBOXES!! NOW PRAY FOR
THE BOXES. FRANKLIN GRAHAM SAYS, “THE MOST IMPORTANT THING YOU CAN
SEND WITH YOUR BOX IS PRAYER”.

A BIG thank you from the staff to
our loving congregation! We all
loved the baskets you put together
with love. We appreciate you too.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD HAS A CALENDAR OF YEAR-ROUND PACKING IDEAS.
Go to Samaritanspurse.org; click on Operation Christmas Child; click on Resources which will take
you to Year-Round Packing Ideas. Start purchasing items in January (hats, gloves and scarves), by November you have made a Christmas box.
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Be Involved
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175TH ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
Work has begun to start the celebration of our 175th
anniversary this November. Please let
Debbie Hammond know if you have any pictures,
stories, special music, or any ideas about what
needs to be remembered.
What a special time in our church history to look
back at our roots and look forward to our future.

Women of the Church
Bible Study
will meet December 14, 2015, at 10:15 am
in the Fellowship Class Room. We will be
studying Joshua 3 and Psalm 69:1-3. This
is Lesson Four found on page 33 of your
Study Book.
Please bring your Bible and your Study
Book. We will have a Pantry Shower for the
Food Kitchen. Please bring non-perishable
food to put in the basket.

All women are invited.

