NEWS
December 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views:
We Could Use a Little Christmas About Now
I don’t know about you, but I could use a little Christmas about now. As I write, folks are still rioting
in the streets across the country to protest the election. Almost daily, there is something new that
grabs my attention and makes me sad, disheartened and even afraid. Enter Christmas—the most wonderful time of the year. Whew! It’s about time.
The first Christmas must have felt a lot like that to anyone who realized what was really happening.
Israel was a shell of its former self. The Roman nation occupied the land and terrorized the people.
God’s people cried out for their Messiah, but had no idea when He would finally come. Enter the first
Christmas—the most wonderful, historical event in human history. Whew! It was about time.
This Christmas, whenever you are sad, disheartened or even afraid about this world we live in, first,
remember that it has been much worse throughout history. Second, remember your Savior. God sent
the Christ-child to save us, but also for us to hold onto while we wait, wonder and pray. The Christchild is perhaps the greatest reminder of all that everything is going to be okay.
Trust Him,

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Christian Education

Christmas Activities

December Church-wide Memory Verse

Christmas Program- December 14th
This program will not only involve the children of First Presbyterian, but many of the adults too. More
information about that will come soon. BUT now we want to lay out the children practice schedule. They
will be learning songs with the chimes so it is important that they come to every practice. I am listing the
practices below. Note that the times are different each time.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:2

Dec. 7th 6:00-7:00 extra 30 minutes because this is

What's Happening in Hope Town?

the last practice before the program
th

In Sunday school this month, our children will be celebrating the birth of
Jesus and discovering that He is the promise of Isaiah fulfilled.

Dec. 14 LIVE PROGRAM 6:30
Mimi

Note: We won’t have a church dinner the night of the program

The verses in Isaiah 9:2, 6-7, Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23 speak volumes of who Jesus is: Emmanuel (God with us), Yeshua/Jesus, and
Messiah/Christ/Savior/Anointed One. They will see what God promised
in Isaiah and how Jesus is the fulfillment. They will be able to express
why they believe Jesus is God in the Flesh.
Please read and discuss these verses with your children in the week before December 4 and all
through the month. This is an ambitious undertaking, but it's so important that they grasp the truths
that God has a plan and keeps His promises, that Jesus is Messiah, and that He came to save the
World. Hallelujah!

Advent Schedule
Sunday, Dec. 4 - Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday, Dec.11 Third Sunday of Advent
Wednesday, Dec.14 Christmas Program
Sunday, Dec.18 Fourth Sunday of Advent
Saturday, Dec.24 Christmas Eve Service at 5 p.m.
Sunday, Dec.25 Christmas Day Service at 11 a.m.
Sunday, Dec.25 Christmas Day Dinner Outreach

Kids, tell your folks you don't want to miss a single Sunday. On December 4th, we'll be digging
into the treasure of the story of Jesus' birth as it was told a long time before he was born. On December 11th, we'll be doing an activity or making a craft. And on December 18th, we'll be celebrating the birth of our Lord with music! It's going to be great.
See you in Hope Town!

Women of the Church Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet on
Monday, December 12 at 10:15 a.m.

Candlelight Service with Communion at 5:00 pm

There will be no Sunday School classes on Christmas Day.
Worship at 11 a.m. on Christmas Day
Want to enjoy some Christmas caroling? Look on page 9
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in the Fellowship Class Room.
Please read the Gospel of John.
Scriptures to be studied are
John 1:9-10
John 9:1-7
Please bring your Study Book and your Bible.
We will have a Pantry Shower for the local Food Pantry.
Please bring items of imperishable food.
All women are welcome.
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Mission & Outreach

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Jesus said “Go!” so we go, “Feed!” so we feed, “Make disciples” so we make disciples in His Name.
The church is a hospital for sinners and a launching pad for missional service in our community and
“to the ends of the earth”.

Opportunities to Serve in November
Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
Tuesday, December 20th (10 a.m. – 1 p.m.)

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
Congratulations! We packed a total of 114 shoeboxes this year.
Thanks to everyone who participated.

Christmas Day Dinner Outreach
is Sunday, December 25th. We have plenty of jobs and other opportunities to serve. Sign ups are in the Narthex. If you would like to donate
funds, please write checks to FPC with Christmas dinner in the memo.

175TH CELEBRATION THANK YOU
What a joyous year of celebration for our church!! We were inspired to turn in more than 175 shoeboxes, serve more than 175 hours in the community, make improvements to our building and property
and so much more! Pendants were made from pieces of glass saved from repairs made to the stained
glass windows moved to our church from the downtown church; the official church history and history
booklet have been updated; Christmas ornaments were made; pictures of all our pastors were placed in
the Traylor classroom; an archival closet was built and a celebration luncheon was enjoyed by all. We
learned about our heritage and the dedication and fortitude of our founding “band of six”. We reminisced with past friends of the church. Let us now rejoice in our future—sing loudly, as the community
choir did, reach out to the community as our 122-year old Pilcher organ reaches out to each of us, and
praise the Lord for our gifts, His grace and mercy.
Thanks to everyone for the success of the Celebration. Please take a moment to thank the members of
the Anniversary Committee (Lou and Bill Baldwin, Cindy Baynham, Pat Brown, Sylvia Hollums, Mimi
Johnson, Charlotte Thacker, Emelie Tingle and Pastor Drew) for their love of this church reflected in
all the hours of work spent on this celebration. A special thank you also to Millie Beverly for her willingness to stop what she is doing to help create an invitation, send out an email, make copies and so
much more--always with a smile.
Now, prepare with renewed energy for the 200th Celebration!!
THANK YOU!
Debbie Hammond

175 Hours of Service
Service Hours
Christmas Dinner
We are making progress in the planning
for our annual Christmas Dinner. This
year, due to increased costs, we are going
to have the opportunity to cook the turkeys ourselves! They will be delivered frozen, on Dec. 14th. You can come to the dinner, watch the children’s
program, and take your turkey and pan home. What a fun day! The cooked
turkeys need to be back to the church on Christmas Eve by 10:00 am, when
the carving will begin.
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As part of our 175th birthday, the congregation was challenged to give service hours to the community
as our gift to them. People worked at Rushton’s Hope, Habitat for Humanity, Abundant Life Soup
Kitchen, Christian Women’s Center, Futral Road School, volunteering at the hospital, visits and meals
for shut-ins and those who are ill, helping with chores, praying for those who needed our prayers, and
many other acts of kindness.
When all of the hours completed that were reported were totaled, we had given 329 hours, almost double the challenge!! In addition, I know that there were service hours that were not reported. All of this
demonstrates what a loving and giving congregation First Presbyterian Church of Griffin really is.
Many thanks to all of you who participated in this project. We made a difference in more than one
arena, and that is always a good thing. Let this just be the beginning of our church being known for all
that we do in the community.
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Scenes from our 175th
Anniversary Celebration
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Youth
December is going to be a wild and crazy month! Lots of fun adventures and real opportunities to
grow in the Lord. Here is a list of stuff coming up to make sure you add to your calendar.
Dec 4th Christmas Shopping- This year PYF is adopting a family from Futral Road Elementary.
God has called us to be the best neighbors, so this is a small step towards that goal. The
challenge is for each youth, and maybe even their other family members to give up one gift
this Christmas to give away to someone else. Our prayer is that our gifts will point this family towards the greatest gift-Jesus.
Dec 18th Stone Mountain Christmas Party: We are going back again for a night full of Christmas Cheer, Train Rides, and Caroling. Bring some friends along, because they will hear
the gospel message through a beautiful story told on the train ride. Let’s fill the bus!! The
cost is $20 per student.
Dec 29-30th Move Conference at Macon Coliseum: Last year the move conference was an
amazing time of worship, messages, and fellowship. Looking forward to another year!! The
cost is only $50 per student!! Don’t let your student miss these two days. It makes a great
Christmas gift.
Looking forward to seeing all that God has for all of us over this next month!

Facilities
Kudos to a terrific team on our church wide clean up day, Sat., Nov. 5.
Seven willing souls turned out and accepted the "dirty" (and I do mean
dirty) challenge I presented!
Lynn Mitchell (outside window washer)
Evelyn Ingram (stove...yuck)
Sharon Day (cabinet and door washer)
Pat Brown (spreader of pine straw and polisher of pews and cabinets)
George Kirby (lights out? lights on!)
Tim Brown (lumberjack)
Lou Baldwin (chef and cheerleader - cause these are the best folks ever!)
Thank y'all!

Congregational Care
There will be no Wednesday night potluck supper in December.

Carols & S’mores by the Fire
Wednesday, December 21
Dear church family,

Dear church friends,

I want to express my gratitude for the prayers,
call, visits, and cards during my illness. Thanks
to all of you, I am now cancer free!

Thank you so much for the appreciation basket. I
had a lot of fun looking at the many expressions of
gratitude, and rejoicing in all of the wonderful
friends I have at FPC. You are all so dear to me!

Sincerely,
Ted Spencer

Blessings,
Millie

Starting at 6:30 pm
Join us for a wonderful evening celebrating
the birth of our Savior.

The Cardinal
A scarlet dash across a watery sky,
A rose-red blossom grafted to a fragrant arm,
A blotch of red like a lingering kiss fallen in the snow,
A rustle of life among the silence
As he scratches out existence in a green cave.
The flowers have gone, taken by the cold grip of December.
These feathered bandits are splashes of hope:
Color will return to our world.

Do you need a special Christmas gift?
Four (4) green pendants are available; as well as notecards.
Contact Debbie Hammond about the pendants
and see Millie about the notecard sets.

--Cindy Baynham
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Important Dates

We serve in December
Communion Servers
Dec. 4th

December
Birthdays
1 - Joyce Jones
3 - Shelby Thacker
5 - Bill Johnson
7 - Roger Soons
7 - Wendy Biddle
8 - Brittney Musser
9 - Wendi Kirby
9 - Brad Singley
9 - Charlee Anne Key
10 - Seth Brown
12 - Tom Baynham
15 - Harold Walton
16 - Cara Chipman
19 - Michael Biddle
22 - Jim Graham
24 - Louis Thacker
28 - Trey Jones
28 - Elizabeth Webster
29 - Elsa Sell
31 - Charlotte Thacker

12/2/1980 - Joe & Evelyn Ingram
12/2/2006 - Bryan & Karen Chipman
12/18 - Michael & Wendy Biddle
12/27/1968 - Ted & Lynn Spencer
12/28/1968 - Bob & Diane Gordon
12/28/1962 - Jon & Lou Geerlings

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Communion will be served
on Sunday, Dec. 4th and
Saturday, December 24th.

Bonnie Pfrogner, Captain
Bill Farr
Eddie Huffman
Tim Brown
Tom Hamilton
Kyle Johnson
Louis Thacker
Trey Jones
Ralph Jones
Russell Johnson

Communion Servers
Dec. 24th, Christmas Eve

December
Church Preschool Workers
(age 2 - K)
Dec. 4th - Bob & Roi Bugg
Dec. 11th - Vince & Karen Kiley
Dec. 18th - John & Bryan Aldridge
Dec. 25th - no one yet

December
Communion
Communion will be served on Sunday, December 4th and on Christmas Eve.

Session meetings:

Chip Reahard, Captain
Doug Tingle
Wendi Kirby
Sid Esary
Bill Farr
Bill Day
Pat Brown
Doug Brown
Bill Baldwin
Bob Gordon

December

Children’s Message

Ushers

Dec. 4 - Cindy Baynham
Dec. 11 - Ashley Moran
Dec. 18 - Drew Elling
Dec. 25 - Bob Bugg

Bob Bugg, Captain
Bill Baldwin
Emily Brown
John Craig
Gary Hollums, Alternate

The next regular Session meeting will be Sunday, December 4th.
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, December 11th.

Elder in Charge
The church office will be closed on Friday, December 23rd and Monday, December 26th.

10

Bonnie Pfrogner
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

