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Pastor Drew’s Views: Carrying the Torch
First Presbyterian Church of Griffin has a long, rich history. For 175 years, our ancestors in the faith have stood
upon the foundation God’s Word, worship of our Lord Jesus Christ, and evangelism and mission in our community and world. This torch has burned brightly, and as a congregation, we carry it today with the same enthusiasm and determination. May God be glorified!
As your pastor, I was incredibly proud to celebrate this history in 2016. I want to thank everyone who pitched in
to make it such a memorable celebration culminating on November 27th, which was 175 years to the day since
our constitution. One highlight was having so many visitors join us including former members, pastors and even
direct descendants of our founding members.
Of course, receiving such a brightly lit torch today is a great responsibility. As we have said, it is now our time
to carry it high and pass it on to the next generation. It brings me great pleasure to say we are doing this and we
will continue with energy, enthusiasm, imagination and love.
Carrying the torch with you,

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6
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Christian Education
February Church-wide Memory Verse
Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue, but with actions and in truth.
I John 3:18

What’s Happening in Hope Town?
This month we will be taking the kids to Capernaum, very likely right into Peter’s own home, which was big
enough to fit about 40 people judging by the ruins. On this night, the room was packed. The friends could
not get their friend to Jesus. The houses in Capernaum were interconnected making it possible for the men
of bold faith to get their friend on the roof.
These weren’t any ordinary friends. These were devoted friends who really wanted Jesus to heal their paralytic brother. So they carried him up there, gave Peter a new skylight, and lowered their dear friend down
right in front of Jesus as he was teaching. Why? Because they believed Jesus could heal him! As a matter
of fact, Mark 2:1-12 tells us that when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” And the man was healed!
The men, all five of them put their hope in Jesus. Help us as we help the children explore ways all month to
show God’s love to someone who needs it. Catch them helping others. Model it for them too. Talk about
the ways that others in church help those who need it.

Looking ahead to March . . .
Lent Schedule
3/1 ····· Ash Wednesday with worship at 6 p.m.
3/5 ···· First Sunday of Lent with communion
4/9 ····· Palm Sunday with Egg Hunt for kids
4/13 ··· Maundy Thursday with Twelve Men at the Table at 7 p.m.
4/14 ··· Good Friday with reflection and prayer at noon
4/16 ··· Easter Sunday with Easter Sunrise Service at 8 a.m.
········· followed by breakfast
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Mission & Outreach
Jesus said “Go!” so we go, “Feed!” so we feed, “Make disciples” so we make disciples in His Name.
The church is a hospital for sinners and a launching pad for missional service in our community and
“to the ends of the earth”.
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church
office):

Abundant Life Soup Kitchen

Futral Road School

We will serve together again at the soup
kitchen on Tuesday, 2/21 from 10:30 a.m. – 1
p.m. If you haven’t tried this yet, it is a great
opportunity to serve in our community with
the love of Christ and also get the word out
about who we are. Look for sign ups in the
Narthex beginning

What better way to meet young families then to serve
Futral Road Elementary School. This school is literally in our back yard! Pastor Drew and Seth Brown
will be up at the school weekly to read sight words for
the kids and get to know everyone. We are praying
about other ways to serve. Please let us know if you
would like to get involved OR if you have an idea to
share.

CPR Training
There will be a training session for seven new CPR rescuers in our congregation. You will receive instruction on how to apply lifesaving CPR
and how to use the defibrillator that the church leases. This could save
a life of a fellow congregant, but it could save a
life of a family member if the need arises.
There is no cost and the session will be Feb. 23rd at 5pm in the church. It usually lasts
less than two hours and leads to certification by the American Heart Association. We
only have 5 openings left, please sign up now. If interested, or have questions, please
contact Bill Farr at 770-584-9727 or by e-mail wmfarr@bellsouth.net.

Here’s a quote from Roberta & Doug Moore of River of Life Care Home & Outreach Ministries in Romania: “We currently house 34 people on the ROL premises. This number includes 8 moms, 20 babies and
children, 1 elderly woman, and 5 staff people. We will be 64 and 61 this Spring. Sometimes I can’t help but
lift my eyes to the Lord and ask, “What are you thinking!!” But, really, we wouldn’t want to be anywhere else
doing anything else. It’s hard work, but it’s worth it, and we praise the Lord for His enabling power!”

Food Pantry
We took the following items
to the food pantry in January:
Cereal - 23
Canned goods - 18
Misc. - 8

Teddy Bear Ministry
We have Teddy Bears sitting on the
front pew in the sanctuary. Please take
(and replace) a bear to give away as an
expression of love from our church!
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Youth

Congregational Care

The event this month is Winter Jam on February 4th at the Georgia
Dome. There will be amazing speakers and bands. Contact me ASAP
for more details!
Every year we have a Youth Sunday, where the youth lead the congregation in worship. What is so awesome about our church is that the
youth are already helping all the time in worship. In many churches the
youth only get seen and heard once a year. However at First Pres we
have really taken a different approach, and I think we can all agree that
God is blessings our church through our students.
On March 12th, it will be my great pleasure for you to get to know
more about what God has been doing in and through the lives of our
students. And as always we will also talk about our student camp each summer called BaseCamp. I can’t
wait for you to hear about what God is doing through this ministry each summer and throughout the year.
I will also be sharing about our church's summer ministry opportunity Sports Camp. I would like you to
pray about giving towards these great opportunities on Youth Sunday or giving as the summer gets closer.
Thank you for making these great opportunities possible each year with your generosity in time, prayer,
and finances.

Our first 2017 monthly potluck will be
Wednesday, February 8, 6 p.m. in the Activities Building.
Please bring meats, sides and desserts
Clean-up crew will be:
M. F. Harwell
Alice Garrison
John Allison
Ruth Allison
We will have a Service of Prayer at 6:45 pm after dinner.
Please join us!
Look how much fun we have!

Young Adults

A little laughter...

Extension 2:44
On February 11th we are having a gathering at Doug and Rachel Tingle’s house starting at 5pm.
This is a great opportunity to invite a new friend or family to come and meet our amazing young adults
and families. Please RSVP to Seth Brown at Seth@fpcgriffin.org or call the church office. This is going
to be a great night to build new relationships and the strengthen old ones. I hope that you will join us!!
The church was badly in need of a coat of paint. So the pastor decided he'd do the job himself. But all he had was one bucket of paint. So he got a bunch of buckets and some water, and he
thinned the paint enough to cover the entire church. Then he spent all day painting. That night it
rained—very hard—and washed all the paint off. The pastor was quite discouraged and asked God,
'Why...why God, did you let it rain and wash off all my hard work?'
To which God thundered his reply, 'Repaint! Repaint! And thin no more!'
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We serve in February

Important Dates

February
Church Preschool Workers
(age 2 - K)

February

Ushers
Darren Norris, Captain
Sharon Norris
Tom McGurk
Donna McGurk
Doug Tingle, Sr. Alt.

Feb. 5 - John & Ruth Allison
Feb. 21 - Chip & Robin Reahard
Feb. 19 - Mike & Wendy Biddle
Feb. 26 - Jim & Christy Skinner

Communion Servers
February 12

February

Children’s Message

Tim Brown, Captain
Janice Aiken
Tom Hamilton
Pat Brown
Joe Bailey
Chip Reahard
Doug Tingle, Sr.
Trey Jones
Louis Thacker
John Craig

Feb. 5 - Pastor Drew
Feb. 12 - Sid Esary
Feb. 19 - Cindy Baynham
Feb. 26 - Wendi Kirby

Elder in Charge
Tim Brown

Facilities

1 - John Craig
3 - Lynn Mitchell
3 - Lisa Singley
4 - Cindie Hayward-Simmonds
6 - Gary Hollums
8 - Larry Horton
8 - Jan Rogers
9 - Megan Hamilton
11 - Wayne Griggs
12- Seth Norris
14 - Jackson Elling
15 - Jack Singley
16 - Mary Frances Harwell
20 - Diane Gordon
21 - Wayne Bailey
22 - Anna Johnson
22 - Garrett Johnson
22 - Louise Upole
22 - Macy Pippin
23 - Gwen Ziegler
25 - Doug Tingle, Jr.
27 - Tom McGurk
26 -Ashley Moran
28 - Darren Norris
29 - Bonnie Pfrogner

2/1/1964 - Tom & Donna McGurk
2/4 - Sowah & Cindie Simmonds
2/7/1998 - Bill & Mary Johnson
2/20 - Michael & Maggie Rockholt
2/26 Frank & Marie Hayes

Scout Sunday will be February 12th.
Communion will be served Sunday, February 12th.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office closed at noon every Friday.

Clean Up Day!
Your Facilities' Team will hold a workday on Monday, February 27 at
9:30 in the Activities'' Building. We will wash the metal parts of
all our chairs. Please bring your bucket and cloth or sponge and, of
course, lots of smiles. We would like to complete all the chairs at once,
if possible. I will provide drinks and snacks. Any amount of time you
can spare that morning would be greatly appreciated.
See me with questions.

Session meetings:
The next regular Session meeting will be Sunday, February26th immediately after the worship service.
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, February 12th at 9:15 a.m. in the Parlor.
The Worship Ministry team will meet
on Monday, Feb. 6th at noon.

The Christian Education Ministry Team meeting will
be Wednesday, Feb. 8th, at 5:00 pm in the parlor.

Lou Baldwin

The office will be closed on Monday, Feb. 20 for President’s Day.
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

Join Us
Women of the Church Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet February 13, 2017 in the Fellowship
Class Room at 10:15 am.
Background scriptures are:
Hebrews 1-6
Hebrews 12-13
Key Scripture: Hebrews 12:1-2
We welcome all ladies who would care to join us for
fellowship, prayer and study of the Word.

