NEWS
January 2017
Pastor Drew’s Views: Happy New Year!
Happy New Year! I don’t know about you, but those are among my favorite words. I guess
what I love the most about them is the fresh start they imply. No doubt, that is why we all set new
goals and make new resolutions. It’s because we want to get off to a fresh, new start for the coming
year. We all know that if we stay committed, with God’s help, our lives and outlook will be transformed as well. There is so much hope in that! Praise God.
The good news is that God always wants that fresh, new start for you too. He wants you to be
transformed! Romans 12 says, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s Will is—
His good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2). Of course, Paul
is saying that the renewed mind comes from a renewed devotion to
worship and the Word. I want you to know that I am committed to
both with you in 2017. Let’s see what God will do!
Join me,

Pastor Drew
ECO National Gathering Jan. 24 - 26 in Greenville, SC
Pray for Pastor Drew and Bill and Lou Baldwin who will be attending the National Gathering. Pray also for our denomination (ECO) that we would continue to grow and stay faithful to God’s Word and Mission. Currently, ECO
has 316 churches nationwide. Praise God!
Go to www.eco-pres.org for more information.

Mission & Outreach

Worship
Ordination and Installation of new officers
Sunday, January 15th

Officer training will be Saturday,
January 14th from 10 a.m. – noon.

Please pray for our new officers:
Dougie Tingle (Youth and Young Adults)
Tom Hamilton (Administration and Personnel)
Debbie Hammond (Congregational Care)
Mike Biddle (Mission and Outreach)
Art Hammond (Stewardship and Finance)

The Annual Meeting of
the Congregation
Our annual meeting will be Sunday, January
29th after worship. Please plan to join us.

New Sermon Series: God Space
I look forward to starting a new sermon series starting in January called God Space. Josh McDowell said,
“Christ followers everywhere are struggling to figure out how to have spiritual conversations—and this lack
of confidence and competence has silenced many Christians.” Does that sound familiar? However, if you
look closely at the ministry of Jesus and His disciples, you will notice a unique way of creating space for God
to work that any of us can try in our personal lives. People we know are dying to talk about deeper things
than sports or the weather, but fear keeps us quiet. God Space is a game changer that limits fear and creates
opportunity in your life to reach more for Jesus like never before. God Space begins January 29th.
Pastor Drew

Music
The Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir members wish each of you a very happy new year! We had a wonderful 2016, musically speaking, and we intend to continue throughout 2017. In order to do
that, we need your help. If you enjoy singing and would like to be a member of the
choir, please call me at 404-697-4681 or just join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00
p.m., unless we have a church supper on a Wednesday night, then we meet at 7:30. We
always practice in the choir room at the front of the sanctuary. I know that Christmas is
just passed, but we will begin working on the music for Easter right away. We also will have our presentation
of “Twelve Seats at the Table” during Holy Week. The time and date will be announced soon.
I want to say a special thanks to Joyce Kirby and Pat Thompson for all the hard work they put into preparing
the music on the organ and piano each week. They are both a true blessing to our church.
Also, let’s thank Mimi Johnson for working with the children this Christmas. It was wonderful to have a generational Christmas program with the children, the choir and the First Pres Band.
The Handbell Choir could always use another pair of hands. (Pun intended!) If you can
count, we can teach you how to play the handbells. We meet for rehearsal at 5:30 on
Monday afternoon in the church music office at the end of the children’s hall. Just enter
from the playground side of the church. Even if you can’t play with us all the time, we
often need people to fill in from time to time. The Handbell Choir will practice next Monday, January 9 at
5:30 p.m., but we will not have rehearsal on January 16. Call me if you are interested or speak with one of our
members.

Jesus said “Go!” so we go, “Feed!” so we feed, “Make disciples” so we make disciples in His Name.
The church is a hospital for sinners and a launching pad for missional service in our community and
“to the ends of the earth”.

Christmas Day Outreach Dinner
Thank you to everyone who pitched in to serve on
Christmas day outreach in the community! We
ended up serving over 750 people. That means over
750 people were touched by the love of Jesus Christ at
Christmas. Praise God!

Opportunities to Serve in January
Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
Tuesday, January 17th (10 a.m. – 1 p.m.)
Rushton’s Hope. Date and time to be announced.

CPR Training
There will be a training session for seven new CPR rescuers in our congregation. You will
receive instruction on how to apply lifesaving CPR and how to use the defibrillator that
the church leases. This could save a life of a fellow congregant, but it could save a life of a
family member if the need arises. There is no cost and the session will be Feb. 23rd at 5
pm in the church. It usually lasts less than two hours and leads to certification by the
American Heart Association. We only have 5 openings left, please sign up now. If interested, or have questions, please contact Bill Farr at 770-584-9727 or by e-mail
wmfarr@bellsouth.net.

Teddy Bear Ministry
We have Teddy Bears sitting on the front pew in the sanctuary. Please take
(and replace) a bear to give away as an expression of love from our church!

God Bless!
Sylvia Hollums
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Christian Education
January Church-wide Memory Verse
"Then Jesus said, 'Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch people.' So they
pulled their boats up on shore, left everything, and followed Him."
Luke 5:10-11

SourceView: A new Sunday School class starting January 8th!
Join Pastor Drew and Jennifer for a new type of Bible reading and discussion class using the
SourceView Bible. The SourceView Bible offers readers the first major innovation in the
formatting of the biblical text since the introduction of verses into the scriptures during the
Reformation-nearly five hundred years ago. This breakthrough layout highlights the dramatic narrative of the Bible and greatly enhances the reader's ability to experience the power of God's story.
The new format will greatly enhance your personal reading of and reflection on God's word. As a study tool
it will increase your comprehension of the Bible. Never again will you feel lost in the text. Questions like
"Who is speaking?" or "What's going on here?" will be a thing of the past. The class will meet in the Parlor
room.

This Month in Hope Town

As you read the title to this article you might be wondering, what is Extension 2:44. Well I am
glad you asked. Extension 2:44 is the new name for our Young Adults program. The goal of
Extension 2:44 is to help cultivate a family like relationship between the young adults we have
here at First Pres, and then extend that into the community.
Extension 2:44 is based off a verse in the book of Acts and it says this: And all the believers
met together in one place and shared everything they had. As we begin the new year together, we will start by planning to meet regularly together. When we meet together, sharing
life with one another will come naturally. From there our prayer is that from these relationships
God will help us reach out to our neighbors and bring them into the Extension 2:44 family.
We are looking forward to an amazing year, and a year where we see God moving through
our church and through Extension 2:44. Happy New Year!!!

Youth

In Sunday school this month, our children will be learning about how
Jesus called His first disciples and how He still calls us today. And
just as disciples don't call themselves, disciples don't make themselves, so we will explore how Jesus makes us into His disciples. All
He wants from us is our willingness to go. Our study will be mainly
in Luke 5:1-11.

2017! Can you believe it!!! Nothing gets you into the
spirit of taking on another year like throwing a ball at
some pins. So to get ready to crush 2017, PYF is going
to have a bowling night. Come ready to show 2017 who
is the boss!!

Our first meeting in January will be the eighth.

Also on Sunday nights for PYF we are going to be focused on how can we be the best neighbors/friend/
classmate. It all starts with our view of Jesus, and then
our burden to share the unbelievable message of mercy
and grace with all those around us. If we don’t have a
burden for our neighbors then we really don’t understand Jesus’ heart for this world at all. Join us as we
dive deeper into grace and mercy.

Women of the Church Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet January 9, 2017 in the Fellowship Class Room at 10:15
am. We will be studying Lesson 5 .
Background scriptures are:
1 Corinthians 2:1-2,
2 Corinthians 5:17-20,
Philippians 2:1-4 and Acts 18.
Scripture to be taught is 1 Corinthians 1:18-25.
We welcome all ladies who would care to join us for fellowship, prayer and study of the Word.
If you have a cross necklace or pin which you like to wear, please wear it or bring it to circle. Or if
you have a small cross statue or picture in your home that you love, please bring it. We will try to
have a display of crosses for the meeting. Thanks.
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Extension 2:44

I would also like to thank the congregation for joining us
in giving towards adopting a family for Christmas. Because of your generosity we were able to help one additional family in a critical time
of need. I know the staff at Futral Road were so thankful for our partnership with
them in reaching out to their families. Thank you again for being a loving and wonderful church family.

5

We serve in January
January

January

Ushers

Children’s Message

Joe Bailey, Captain
Jane Bailey
Louis Thacker
Bill Baldwin
John Allison, Alternate

Elder in Charge
Jim Skinner

January 1 - Seth Brown
January 8 - Drew Elling
January 15 - Drew Elling
January 22 - Ina Jones
January 29 - Lou Baldwin

January
Church Preschool Workers
(age 2 - K)
Jan. 1 -Vince & Karen Kiley
Jan. 8 - Jennifer Elling
Jan. 15 - Trey & Tara Jones
Jan. 22 - Vince & Karen Kiley
Jan. 29 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson

Important Dates
2 - Tom Hamilton
2 - Maggie Rockholt
4 - John Aldridge
7 - Jimy Elling
10 - Kate Baynham
11 - Pat Thompson
12 - Seeley Esary
16 - Bernie Galloway
17 - Bill Farr
20 - Audrey Thacker
24 - Ivan Betz
27 - Brenda Huckaby
28 - Karen Kiley
30 - Lou Baldwin

1/5/1980 - Ernie & Pat Thompson
1/5/ Doug, Jr. & Rachel Tingle
1/25/1945 - Jake & Camille Berry
1/30/1993 - David & Wendi Kirby

Ministry Team Meetings
Mission and Outreach will meet Jan. 9th at 5:30 pm.
Worship will meet Jan. 9th at noon.
Administration & Personnel will meet on Jan. 10th.
Christian Education will meet on Jan. 11th at 5:00 pm.

Just a reminder
Dear First Pres Family As we reflect on your long-standing and generous
support of our ministry in Kenya, we never forget
that you guys were the ones who first sent us out!
We worshipped in your sanctuary the day we flew
out with a 3-yr-ol and an infant. :-) We love you
an dare thankful for you! Merry Christmas!
January 2, 2017
Dear Church Family,
Please accept my thanks and deep appreciation for your
prayers, calls, cards and visits during my recent surgery
and recovery.

Dear friends,

Thank you!

Thank you for the Christmas gifts, both
individual and as a church body. You are a
joy to know and work with. May you all be
greatly blessed in the new year.

With love,
Art Hammond

In Christ,
Millie Beverly

I am certain that the positive outcome of the surgery is
due entirely to prayer and that my recovery has been
made much smoother through your many kindnesses.
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Blessings,
Martha Mixon

The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office closed at noon every Friday.

The office will be closed on
Monday, January 16th, for MLK Day.

Session meetings:
The next regular Session meeting will be Sunday, January 22nd, immediately after the worship service.
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, January 8h at 9:15 a.m. in the Parlor.

Officer training will be Saturday, January 14th from 10 a.m. – noon.

Looking ahead to February...
We will have youth Sunday and Boy Scout Sunday in February. Dates to be announced soon!
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

Congregational Care
There will not be a pot luck dinner in January.
We plan to resume them in February.
We welcome Debbie Hammond to the Congregational Care Mission Team.
LIKE us on Facebook and share posts to help spread the word about FPC!
www.facebook.com/fpcgriffin

