NEWS
January 2018
Pastor Drew’s Views: Happy New Year!
I love the word “new”. It has so much meaning. New is fresh. New means hope and opportunity. New is what is in store for you in 2018. New is also in store for us at First Presbyterian Church in
Griffin.
God loves doing new things in people and in the church. Isaiah says, "Forget the former
things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive
it?” I hope you perceive it. I hope you perceive what new thing God is doing in you and among us.
Thanks for being part of it.
I encourage you to try something “new” in 2018. There will be lots of opportunities from fellowship, to study, worship and mission. Go for it in faith! Stretch your comfort zones a little bit more.
I am excited to see this new thing God is doing.
Happy New Year!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Website: www.fpcgriffin.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FPCGriffin

Thank you for your faithful response to our
Stewardship of Time , Talents and Treasure Campaign.
More details to come . We are all in this together!

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation
is scheduled for
Sunday, January 28th
after worship.
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Mission, Outreach, & Evangelism

FPC Youth

Jesus said “Go”, so let’s GO! Here are some opportunities to serve together with
unconditional “agape” love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church office):

Excited about starting a new year and new opportunities to grow in Christ. PYF is going to hit
the ground running this year with two great opportunities for community and growth.

Christmas Day Outreach
Thank you to everyone who pitched in to prepare and serve over 400 meals for our community on Christmas Day! We not only served meals, but the love of Jesus Christ!
We received this note:

The BaseCamp Winter Summit is January 14th
in Milledgeville Ga from 3 pm to 9 pm. Your
student does not want to miss this event!! It is a
time to reconnect with your BaseCamp family
and maybe bring a friend or two that might be
interested in going this summer. Come celebrate
last year’s epic week at Rock Eagle and get a sneak peek at what is waiting
for them this summer at BaseCamp 2018 at The Rock.

“Everyone - Really enjoyed your assembly line work. Gave me a tremendous feeling of God’s work of
others needing. Also, the Christmas Dinner was so satisfyingly delicious. Simply JESUS and myself enjoying his Birthday! Again - THANK YOU! Carolyn M.”

Guest Speaker January 7th
Ben Mathes, of Mission Hope, formerly known as R.O.W., will
be here on January 7th. This is a ministry we support as a congregation. Mission Hope’s mission is to equip leaders and churches
to bring about sustainable change in difficult to reach villages.

Abundant Life Soup
Kitchen
We will serve together again at the
soup kitchen on Tuesday, January
16th from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. If you
haven’t tried this yet, it is a great
opportunity to serve in our community with the love of Christ and
also get the word out about who
we are.

Christmas Gift for Jesus
We were able to bless Hope United Presbyterian Church in Fort
Myers, Florida with a check for almost $300. Thank you and
Praise God!

The Winter Retreat at Camp Timberlake in Forsyth Ga, February 23rd25th. PYF is teaming up with some other local churches for an amazing
weekend. The theme of the weekend is Unfinished. We want to encourage
your student that God is not even close to done with them, He is working
in and through them. The weekend will challenge them to continue walking with the Lord, and make growing in their walk with Christ a priority in
2018. The cost for the weekend is only $65 and that includes lodging,
food, and a t-shirt.

Cereal
Sunday

So excited about the start of 2018!!!

The first Sunday of each month,
FPC Griffin has the honor to participate in "CEREAL SUNDAY".
We ask members
to bring bags or
boxes of dry cereal
and place them in
the grocery cart
located in the Narthex, near the wing
of the Children's hall. This FOOD
PANTRY ministry provides many
poor and homeless individuals a
nutritious meal that can either be
eaten dry or with milk. Please
bring cereal on January 7th.

Children
We are starting 2018
with a BLAST! Our
new children’s
ministry will be the
first Sunday of every month from 4 pm
- 5 pm. The first one
of the new year will be
January 7th, and the following
one will be on February 4th.

For Kindergarten
through
5th grade

Special Thanks

BLAST is a great new ministry here at First Pres,
and we need your help to grow it and to help grow
our church. So invite your neighbors and kid’s
friends to attend this amazing new ministry opportunity. Looking forward to seeing your kids on the
first Sunday of each month.

The MOE committee wants to thank members of FPC Griffin for their generous support of missions
through giving and participation in the Griffin area. We especially appreciate your participation with
“Mission Changers” during 2017.
We are making plans to make a positive impact with missions during 2018.
Please feel free to ask members of our committee any questions about the missions that we support. Also,
check out the mission board outside of the church office to see monthly updates that are posted. We would
love to have you join our work in local, regional and foreign missions this year.
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Christian Education

Worship

What's Happening in Hope Town?

The Worship Team would like to thank everyone who
participated in the votive candles purchased in honor of
and in memory of loved ones which were displayed on
Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve.
It was a breathtakingly, lovely display that not only honored and remembered loved ones but raised $800 for our
Mission's commitment.
Thanks to: Pat Brown for having a vision of what could be;
Emilie Tingle for designing, sketching and arranging the
alter table as well as the narthex; Bob Gordon for building
the table; & George Kirby for staining the table.
What shall we give our King? Our time and talents. First
Presbyterian is blessed to have so many talented members. If you have a talent or idea to share please join us at
our Worship Team meeting on Monday, January 8th, at
1:00 in the church library.
Come join us.

This month the young disciples of Hope Town are taking two journeys: to the River Jordan to
see Jesus get baptized and to the wilderness to observe Jesus's temptation.
What happened when Jesus' cousin John first saw Him? What happened as Jesus rose from the
water? And what did John call Jesus?
Why was Jesus tempted in the Wilderness? Could He be tempted since He is God? What weapon did He use against Satan to strike a blow against each temptation?
You don't want to miss a single week in Hope Town this month, so strap on your walking shoes
and get to Sunday school by 9:45 ready to explore!

Adult Sunday School Classes
The Sunday School kick-off for 2018 will be on January 7th with Ben Mathes of Mission Hope.
Check out the following classes starting on January 14th and 21st:
The Parables: This class will meet in the Bledsoe room beginning January 14th. It will be facilitated by Bill Day.
SourceView: This class will meet in the Parlor. SourceView divides up parts and reads through
large portions of Scripture with discussion and prayer. We will continue in the book of Acts
starting January 14th. It is facilitated by Pastor Drew and Jennifer.
Prayer: This class will meet in the Activities Center and
focus on our most powerful tool as believers starting January 21st. It is facilitated by Mike and Wendy Biddle.

Chip Reahard, 2017 Chairman
Sylvia Hollums, Joyce Kirby, Pat Brown, Debbie Hammond, Evelyn Ingram, Seth Brown, Drew Elling, Robin
Reahard, & Diane Gordon, Bill Johnson soon to be installed Co- chairmen.

Missing Painting
Last month we were happy to report that the shadowbox with crosses made from nails from the old church had
been found, but the missing painting of the Taylor St. church had not. Apparently, the artist made several of these
paintings, and Lizanne Lawrence has very generously presented hers to the church. Many thanks to Lizanne for
her generosity and continued interest in this church.
Plans are being made for display of both of these special items.

1st and 3rd
We’re calling it 1st and 3rd because we meet
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. at

Graded Cross

Chick-fil-a (Taylor Street). Join us for fellow-

Have you ever looked closely at the cross on the communion table in the
sanctuary? This style cross is called the “Graded Cross” and is often used
in Presbyterian Churches. “Many have considered the steps merely a base
or as a decoration for the principle form above. But the threefold base or
steps have a meaning of their own, standing for Love as the foundation of
redemption, Hope the agelong aspiration and Faith the soul’s outreach to
God.”
From: The General Assembly
Presbyterian Church, US
Weekly Bulletin 2/20/55
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ship, a short Devotional, and prayer.

December Church-wide Memory Verse
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward Him and said, "Behold, the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world."
John 1 :29 ESV
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We serve in January

Congregational Care

Communion Servers

Thank you to all who helped put together the Christmas gift for the shut-ins.
And a big thank you to Cindy Baynham for her idea and her work on the gifts.

Joe Bailey, Captain
Jane Bailey
Louis Thacker
Bill Baldwin
John Allison, Alternate

Church Preschool Workers
(age 2 - 4 year olds)
January

The December Potluck after the Children’s Program was much enjoyed; as was the Cookie Exchange and Soup, S’mores and Singing. Thank you to all who came and helped!!!

January 7 - Joel & Nikki Hemphill
January 14 - Jennifer Elling & Lisa Carcamo
January 21 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
January 28 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

We will not have a Potluck Supper in January.

Next Potluck Supper – Wednesday, February 7, 6:00 p.m.
Bring your favorite chili, crackers, cornbread or a dessert.

January Children’s
Message

January Ushers

January 7th - by Intinction
Tim Brown, Capt.
Diane Gordon
Bob Gordon
Pat Brown
John Craig
Trey Jones
Bill Day

Jan. 7 - No children’s message
Jan. 14 - Drew Elling
Jan. 21 - Diane Gordon
Jan. 28 - Seth Brown

Elder in Charge
Tim Brown

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets most Tuesday
mornings from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.
The office closes at noon every Friday.

Dates & Stuff

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!

2 - Tom Hamilton
2 - Maggie Rockholt
4 - John Aldridge
7 - Jimy Elling
10 - Kate Baynham
11 - Pat Thompson
12 - Seeley Esary
16 - Bernie Galloway
19 - Bob Slaughter
20 - Audrey Thacker
24 - Ivan Betz
28 - Karen Kiley
30 - Lou Baldwin
30 - Ed Springer, Jr.

1/5/1980 - Ernie & Pat Thompson
1/5/2002 Doug, Jr. & Rachel Tingle
1/25/1969- Herb & Gwen Ziegler
1/30/1993 - David & Wendi Kirby

We have a reservation Tuesday, March 20, to attend the special
Easter program, Follow the Crosswalks, at the Biblical History
Center in LaGrange. The program begins at 10a.m. followed by
a tour of the Biblical Life Artifacts Gallery and then a Biblical meal
at 11:30. Our visit will finish about 1p.m. The cost is $35/person;
children ages 6 through 12 are $22/person. The Crosswalks activity
is outside, but under a cover so that it can be done rain or shine. Dress appropriately for the outside
temperature. IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR ARE INTERESTED IN THE TRIP, CONTACT
DEBBIE HAMMOND.

Communion will be
served on
Sunday, January 7th.

Taking Care of God’s Family

ECO National Gathering is in Houston, TX from January 23-25.

Please contact Tim Brown or Debbie Hammond if you know of someone
in the congregation who may need a call, visit or food.

New Elders

Ordination and Installation of our new officers will be Sunday, January 28th. Please pray for Diane Gordon,
Russell Johnson, Bill Johnson, Roger Soons, Ina Jones, and Becki Brown.

Bonnie Pfrogner is the meal coordinator for January.

Session meetings
The next regular Session meeting will be Sunday, January 28th. Please pray for our newly elected elders!
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

The Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church Bible Study will meet Monday, January 8. at 10:15 a.m. in the
Fellowship Class Room. We will be studying Lesson Five starting on page 46 of the
Study Guide. Please read the scriptures given on page 46. Don’t forget to write your
answers to the questions given in the Study Book.

CPR Training
I have contacted an American Heart Association CPR trainer in reference to holding a class at our
church for the many members whose cards are expiring or for others who want certification. This
will not be a refresher on the defibrillator. It is a CPR course only.
The instructor is charged by AHA $25.00 for each card issued. She also charges $25.00 per person for teaching. So, the charge for this 2 year certification is $50.00 per person. Please note, if
you are interested in this, you will have to cover the cost personally.
Please respond back to Millie by email, phone, or place a note in the offering plate. I anticipate the
training to be in January, probably on a Saturday a.m.
Mike Biddle
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