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Pastor Drew’s Views: Ask for Directions
We men are known for being a little too proud when it comes to directions. Okay, “a little too proud”
might be an understatement. This particular pride has gotten me into trouble many a time. Just ask my wife!
There are times in life when asking for directions is a must no matter how proud you are. The New Year
is one of those times. Which way will you go in 2019? Ask for directions.
Even King David asked for directions. We need to learn from him. He had a wealth of wisdom and life
experience, but the Psalms show us even David was lost at times. Psalm 143 tells us he dismayed and in trouble
so he asked God for directions. He prayed, “show me the way I should go… for to you I entrust my life” (Ps.
143:8).
The New Year ahead will have many twists and turns. You will get lost along the way, but like David,
just ask for directions. God promises to show you the way.

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Website: www.fpcgriffin.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FPCGriffin

Adult Sunday School, Who, Me?
Sunday school might sound old-fashioned. We may think it’s for only the small ones...but we would be wrong! We
are all children of God, and as such, we are called to spend time in His Word mining it for Truth, for God’s character, and for God’s expectations for how we are to live. There is nothing old-fashioned about that!
The primary call of the church is not to make churchgoers, but to raise up disciples! So what are some tangible benefits to becoming part of an adult Sunday school class?
First, Sunday school provides a structure for the intentional teaching of God’s Word. We need more than a weekly
sermon. Each of us is responsible to actively dwell in God’s Word. Christ-followers who want to grow, actively pursue God’s Word and His will. Following Christ is not a passive activity. After all, we are commanded to “go” and to
“make disciples.” We cannot obey if we haven’t been equipped at training camp.
Next, when we become a part of Sunday school, we become part of a community. Even in a small church, community groups deepen relationships. We find support and friendships that last a lifetime.
Additionally, we find prayer support for specific needs when we are vulnerable to share our lives with one another.
We build true community in Christ, the kind of community that changes the world.
Finally, we learn from one another and develop accountability. As iron sharpens iron, we learn from one another’s
differing perspectives, faith experiences, study methods, and observations.
If we don’t actively pursue God’s Word and store it in our hearts and minds, we become easy targets for the enemy.
No one else can learn God’s Word for us, so let’s make 2019 the year we commit to Sunday school and to planting
God’s beautiful Word in our hearts!

Mission, Outreach, & Evangelism
Jesus said “Go”, so let’s GO! Here are some opportunities to serve together with
unconditional “agape” love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church office):

Cereal Sunday
The first Sunday of each month, FPC Griffin has the honor to participate in "CEREAL SUNDAY". We ask members to bring bags or boxes of dry cereal and place them in the grocery
cart located in the Narthex, near the wing of the Children's hall. This FOOD PANTRY ministry provides many poor and homeless individuals a nutritious meal that can either be eaten
dry or with milk. Please bring cereal on Sunday, January 6th.

Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
We will serve together again at the soup kitchen on Tuesday, January 15th, from
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. If you haven’t tried this yet, it is a great opportunity to serve in our
community with the love of Christ and also get the word out about who we are.

Facilities
Happy New Year from the Facilities Committee! And a great New Year it will be for First Presbyterian Church
of Griffin. Didn’t 2018 go by fast and wasn’t it a busy time on our campus? So many volunteers have helped
with updating, repairing and cleaning our facility. All the floors in both buildings have shiny coats of wax, exterior doors were sanded, stained and several coats of polyurethane applied, insulation placed in attics, attic spaces
were cleaned out, a fan was installed in the activities building, many walls were painted, ceiling tiles replaced,
and then there were the routine maintenance issues such as water pipe and roof leaks, changing of light bulbs,
cleaning of gutters, and general “fix it” emergencies that pop up.
With the generous donation from Camille Berry in memory of her husband Jake, we were able to install a new
sound board, amps, and other equipment for our worship center. Thank you Mrs. Berry!

We also replaced our ice machine, spruced up our landscaping and helped the Open Door Sunday school class
establish their meeting area.
So, what is left to do for 2019? PLENTY! The Facilities committee has its eye on the remodel of the handicapped bathroom very soon, update the choir room, continue to upgrade the sound system, insulate over the rear
section of the sanctuary, paint sections of the outside and inside, replace ceiling tiles, help Hannah with her
plans for the youth and children’s areas, and organize the two main storage closets. If funds are available, we
would like to upgrade some light fixtures to LED. Not only are we interested in making our facility attractive to
our members and guests, but we aim to improve on energy efficiency so as to lower our operational costs.
Make a New Years’ resolution to give and donate your time and talents and help us with our endeavors. We will
all share in the rewards. Thank you, Michael Biddle, Chair

Christmas Dinner
Outreach
Thanks to everyone who
pitched in to serve
our community on
Christmas Day!

Cereal Sunday
We delivered 35 boxes
of cereal, corn starch,
and cheese-its, and 10
cans of miscellaneous in December.
Thanks for supporting this
important ministry.

Our Artist

Aluminum cans needed!
Please help Tim and me with our mission. We do the breast cancer walk every
year. We have sold cans for years to help the cause. The money we get is doubled
by Altria. Just think how much we can raise if we make this a church effort. A
large trash can has been placed in the narthex for you to place aluminum drink
cans in. Please put cans in a bag to eliminate leakage. Since 2006 Tim and I have
walked over a thousand miles and raised approximately $50,000.00. Thanks for
your help and support.
Becki and Tim Brown

Our own Sara Aldridge’s artwork
was chosen for the
2018 Christmas card for
Futral Road Elementary School.
Congratulations, Sara!
What a beautiful card!
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Congregational Care
Other Activities to be scheduled or being considered:

Bullets & BBQ - August
Ice Cream Social
Visit to the Monastery in Conyers
Massee Lane Gardens in Fort Valley (home of the American Camellia Society)
Callaway Gardens
Tour of Walker Hill in Griffin
Dickey’s Peach Farm - July

Christmas Cards
Thank you to Gwen Zeigler and Tiffany Doran for putting together
a beautiful Christmas Card for each of our shut ins. FPC is very
blessed to have two very creative ladies in our church family!

Wonderful Celebration!
The December Wednesday Night Supper after
the Children’s Christmas Program was great!!
Members and guests enjoyed chicken provided
by Futral Road Elementary School as a thank
you for our partnership with the school. The
sides were all delicious; as was the cake provided by Mimi Johnson to celebrate the birth of
Jesus.

January Meal Coordinator is Bonnie Pfrogner.

Grateful...

Do you know of a need?

Many thanks to all who reach out to
prepare meals, get groceries, assist
with doctor’s appointments, and, most
importantly, pray for our congregation.

Remember: Please call the church
office or Debbie Hammond if you
know of someone in the congregation
who may need a call or visit.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR UPCOMING SUPPERS
JANUARY – NO SUPPER
FEBRUARY 13 – POTLUCK SUPPER - VALENTINE THEME
MARCH 6 – ASH WEDNESDAY
MARCH 13 – PETER SHIROKOV OF CHOSEN PEOPLE MINISTRIES WILL PRESENT THE MESSIAH IN THE PASSOVER
APRIL 10 – POTLUCK SUPPER
APRIL 21 – EASTER

MAY 8 – POTLUCK SUPPER – BINGO
MAY 24 – SCHOOL OUT
MAY 30 & 31 – TEACHER POST-PLANNING –
FUTRAL ROAD APPRECIATION LUNCH
JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST – NO SUPPERS

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
BLESSINGS TO ALL THROUGHOUT 2019!!
4

Here is a list of our members who are not able to get out and about.
Remember them in your prayers, send them a card, give them a call, drop by to visit.
Let’s don’t forget them!
Darlene Chipman
Pruitt Health Monroe
4796 Highway 42 North
Forsyth, GA 31209
Richard & Jane Gaston
1809 Maple Drive
Griffin, GA 30224
Joyce Jones
1401 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

Ione Kelly
3223 Newnan Rd., P-9
Griffin, GA 30223

Donna Krepps
1705 Oak Knoll Road
Griffin, GA 30223
Marty Lang
201 Crosstown Drive
Peachtree City, GA 30269

Anne Mixon
Brightmoor Assisted Living
3223 Newnan Rd.
Griffin, GA 30223
Michael & Maggie Rockholt
1211 Pebble rock Road
Hampton, GA 30228
Richard Turner
929 Springer Drive
Griffin, GA 30224

The Newsletter is displayed on the big bulletin board across from the office.
Check out the news and what’s going on at FPC!
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Christian Education
PYF

Hope Town
2019 is here! This means a fresh start in Hope Town. Starting this
month, we will be starting a new curriculum called Grow.

Just like in Hope Town, the youth at First Presbyterian Church
of Griffin is also changing curriculum! The youth will also be
moving to the Grow curriculum.

This month, our series: BLAST OFF, will help us launch us into learning about 4 spiritual habits:
* Spending time with God (Luke 10)
*Knowing and using your gifts (Acts 4)
*Spending time with others (Mark 2)
* Sharing our story (John 13)

For the month of January, the students will be going through
a series called BOSS. It’s all about knocking down idols and
allowing Christ to rule in our lives as king.

January Church-wide
Memory Verse
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him and he
will make straight your paths.
Proverbs 3:5-6

The Bethel Bible Study

But the BIGGEST NEWS to take note of is that 6th-8th grade
will be having its own Sunday school class Sunday mornings.
Our middle school boys and girls will also be joining the high
school students on Sunday nights.

is under way. Join us Tuesday evenings from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. The plan
is to study the whole Bible over the
next two years! Contact Pastor Herb
or Pastor Drew for more information.

1st and 3rd Men’s Fellowship
Men! We are meeting at Chick-fil-a on the
1st and 3rd Mondays at 8 a.m. (Taylor Street).
Join us January 7th & 21st for fellowship, a
short devotional and prayer.

Open Door Sunday School Class
Happy New Year! We, as members of the Open Door Sunday school class are praying for our church to
be blessed spiritually, physically and financially. God wants our fellowship and His kingdom to receive
all the good gifts that He has in store for us. Many times, all we have to do is to ask through prayer and
He provides! God LOVES to give! He loves to give us GOOD things.
The Open Door Sunday school class thanks Session and the Facilities committees for helping us establish our class areas. We are celebrating our one year anniversary this month! Who could imagine that a
vision would have turned into such a great area to study and learn about God’s word?
Our mission statement is: We invite, instruct, nurture, grow and support each other to grow in Jesus
Christ by sharing our time, talents and resources that are so richly given to us by our Lord and Savior.”
If you are looking for growth in your walk with the Lord and want to experience worship while learning, please join us. Our door is always “Open”. We meet at 9:45 a.m. on Sunday in the rear of the Activities building.
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Children

Men’s Pancake Breakfast at the
church will be back
soon - we’ll keep you posted!

Blast will kick-off the new year on January 9th at 5:15 in the children’s wing.
All K-5th graders are welcome We will be learning about spending time
with God.

For Kindergarten
through
5th grade
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We serve in January
Children’s Message

Dates & Stuff

Communion Servers

Jan. 6 - no children’s message
Jan. 13 - Drew Elling
Jan. 20 - Cindy Baynham
Jan. 27 - Lou Baldwin

Joe Bailey, Captain
Jane Bailey
Frank Taylor
Tiffany Doran
Ed Springer, Jr. , Alt.

January 6
Becki Brown, Capt.
Tim Brown
Diane Gordon
Bob Gordon
Pat Brown
Bob Bugg
Trey Jones
Bill Day
Roger Soons
Bill Baldwin

January
Elder in Charge
Jan. 6 - Pat Brown
Jan. 13 - Tom Bayhnam
Jan. 20 - Katrina Springer
Jan. 27 - Roger Soons

Becki Brown

1/5/1980 - Ernie & Pat Thompson
1/5/2002 Doug, Jr. & Rachel Tingle
1/25/1969- Herb & Gwen Ziegler - 50 years
1/30/1993 - David & Wendi Kirby

Communion will
be served on
January 6th for
Epiphany.

2 - Tom Hamilton
2 - Maggie Rockholt
4 - John Aldridge
7 - Jimy Elling
10 - Kate Baynham
11 - Pat Thompson
12 - Seeley Esary
16 - Bernie Galloway
20 - Audrey Thacker
24 - Ivan Betz
28 - Karen Kiley
30 - Lou Baldwin

Session meeting
The next regular Session meeting will be
Sunday, January 27th, after worship.
FPC’s Annual meeting will be held on January 20th after
the morning worship service. Make plans to attend. Watch
your email for a copy of the annual report, which will be
presented at the meeting.

Church Hour Nursery Age Limits
The nursery during the church hour is for
children in Pre-K and below. No child older
than 4 should be in there. This is for the
safety of our toddlers.
Thanks for your cooperation,
Your CE Ministry Team

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets most
Tuesday mornings from 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.
If we don’t answer the phone, please leave a
message and we will call you back soon.
The office closes at noon every Friday.

The ECO National Gathering in Colorado Springs will be January 28 - February 1, 2019.

The church office will be closed Monday, December 31st, and Tuesday, January 1st, for New Year’s.
It will also be closed Monday, January 21st, for Martin Luther Kings, Jr. Day.

Newsletter deadline for the February newsletter is January 18th.

Griffin-Spalding Schools Christmas break is 12/21 – 1/4/2019
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

The Women of the Church Bible Study
Women of the Church will meet Tuesday, January 8, at 10:15 in the
Fellowship Classroom. We will be studying Lesson Five, "God with Us When We're Powerless,"
starting on page 43 of your Study Book.
Scriptures to be used are
2 Chronicles 20:1-30
Deuteronomy 20:1-4.
Happy New Year!
All women are invited.
Hope to see you here.
If you need a study book, or want more information, please contact
Camille Berry (770-227-3901 or berry3901@comcast.net

