NEWS
January 2020
Pastor Drew’s Views: Happy New Year!
I think of this verse every New Year. Isaiah says, “See, I am doing a
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” It’s actually one of my
favorite verses. Christmas reminds us of the hope we have in Christ. The New Year
is a blank slate with our Christmas God who is planning to “do a new thing” in
your life and in our church! That’s exciting!
What is the new thing God is preparing you for in 2020? Do you feel a nudge
or even a kick in the pants? Listen to what God is trying to say. Be open to His call
in your life. Take a risk. Stretch those comfort zones. Together with God, we will
reach new heights in 2020.
Happy New Year!

Pastor Drew

Website: www.fpcgriffin.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

Philippians 1:3-6

WELCOME NEW OFFICERS!
New elders Gary Hollums, Jim
Skinner, Lou Baldwin and Andy
Musser will begin serving in
January. Please pray for them!
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Misty and Jaice Casarez on
12/15/19.

Mission, Outreach, & Evangelism
Jesus said “Go”, so let’s GO! Here are some opportunities to serve together with
unconditional “agape” love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church office):

Abundant Life Soup
Kitchen
We will serve together again at the
soup kitchen on Tuesday, 1/21 from
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. If you haven’t
tried this yet, it is a great opportunity
to serve in our community with the
love of Christ and also get the word
out about who we are.

Back the Blue
Back the Blue has served free
coffee and a Chick-fil-a biscuits to
first responders since August of
2019. This is a monthly ministry on
the 2nd Tuesday at 8:30 a.m. Back
the Blue will be back on 1/14/20.

Christmas Day Outreach

Mission Trip at FPC!

Thanks to everyone who served on Christmas Day to
bless hundreds in our community with a hot meal and
the gospel of Jesus Christ! Thanks to Becki Brown and
team for all your hard work. Praise God!

Hey, please be in prayer for a possible
upcoming mission trip. It’s time to
serve! More details to come.

Cereal Sunday
The first Sunday of each month, FPC Griffin has the honor to participate in
"CEREAL SUNDAY". We ask members to bring bags or boxes of dry cereal
and place them in the grocery cart located in the Narthex, near the wing of the
Children's hall. This FOOD PANTRY ministry provides many poor and
homeless individuals a nutritious meal that can either be eaten dry or with milk.
Please bring cereal on Sunday, January 5th. 39 boxes of cereal were brought
into the Narthex in December.
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Our church is currently giving to 8 local ministries and 6 International ministries and to Thornwell
Children's Home in Clinton S.C. Listed below are the percentages from our offerings that go to each
ministry:
5 Loaves and 2 Fish Food Pantry
Habitat for Humanity, Griffin
Christian Women's Center
Spalding Samaritans
Young Life
Young Lives
Rushton's Hope
Backpack food 4 Kids
Thornwell Home
Serge - George Mixon
Cru - Ralph Elliott
Frontier Fellowship - Cody Watson
International Messengers
Mission Hope
Emily Elling- Youth with a Mission
Special purpose

7%
7%
7%
7%
5%
5%
7%
7%
5%
15%
3%
7%
5%
7%
4%
4%

We hope to be giving you information about each of these ministries in the coming months.

Remember our shut-ins.
Send a “Thinking About You” card or note.
Here is a list of our members who are not able to get out and about.
Remember them in your prayers, send them a card, give them a call, drop by to visit.
Let’s don’t forget them!
Darlene Chipman
Pruitt Health Monroe
4796 Highway 42 North
Forsyth, GA 31209

Quotes from one of our mission partners:

Richard & Jane Gaston
1809 Maple Drive
Griffin, GA 30224

“Because of each of you, I have been privileged to see what God is doing around the world. In 16 months
our support needs will go down greatly as I will begin drawing Social Security and the benefit of a pension.
Technically, in March 2021 I have to retire. But as Harold Kurtz used to say, I will get retreaded as the
Lord leads.” – Cody Watson/Frontier Fellowship

Ione Kelly
3223 Newnan Rd., P-9
Griffin, GA 30223

Donna Krepps
1705 Oak Knoll Road
Griffin, GA 30223
Marty Lang
201 Crosstown Drive
Peachtree City, GA 30269

Anne Mixon
Brightmoor Assisted Living
3223 Newnan Rd.
Griffin, GA 30223
Michael & Maggie Rockholt
1211 Pebble rock Road
Hampton, GA 30228
Richard Turner
929 Springer Drive
Griffin, GA 30224

3

Congregational Care
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
The December Wednesday Night Supper after the Children’s Christmas Program was great!!
Members and guests enjoyed delicious food and fellowship. Thank you to Mimi Johnson for
coordinating the Children’s Program and for providing the Happy Birthday to Jesus cake.
The Christmas Festival was wonderful. Members and guests enjoyed carols played by six brass
musicians (Mike Biddle and friends); carol singing led by Sylvia Hollums; cocoa, cider, coffee,
cookies; and roasted marshmallows.
Many thanks to all who brought cookies for this event with extras to share with the Futral Road
Elementary School and Stepping Stones School staffs.

No lunches or suppers are scheduled in January. A calendar of events/activities will be developed
this month.
Plans are in process to put together a new Pictorial Directory. Debbie Hammond and Ed Springer, Jr.
will be coordinating this project. More information to come.

Did You Know???
The Arts (and More) are Alive in Griffin!
January – March
Griffin Area Arts Alliance: Heart for the Arts Awards –
March 31
Griffin Area Concert Association: The Maxwell Quartet from Scotland – March 17
Griffin Choral Arts: “Fit for a Queen” –
March 5
Main Street Players: The Wild Women of Winedale –
February 12-23
Griffin-Spalding Art Association: Art Gallery on the first floor at the Welcome Center;
painting with Art Association members Thursdays (10a-2p) at First Methodist Christian
Enrichment Ctr.
City of Griffin/Main Street Downtown: Second Saturdays –
January 11,
February 8,
March 14
Griffin Academy of Music (facebook.com/griffinacademyofmusic) – students of all ages can
learn to sing or play guitar, bass, ukulele, piano, drums, violin or cello.

As we begin a new year, let us think about how to better care and connect with each other.
Consider joining one of our Ministry Teams. Each Ministry Team has a Leader who needs help.
Need more information, talk to Pastor Drew.
Start your day with a daily practice of gratitude journaling. Keep it simple. Write down 4-5
things for which you are grateful along with requests for forgiveness for the day before and
simple goals for the day ahead. In this rather chaotic world, you will find you are being more
grateful and focused.
January Meal Coordinator is Bonnie Pfrogner.
Meal Coordinators are needed for February and May. Contact Bonnie or Debbie.
Many thanks to all who reach out to prepare meals, get groceries, assist with doctor’s appointments,
and, most importantly, pray for our congregation.
Remember: Please call the Church Office or Bonnie Pfrogner if you know of someone in the
congregation who may need a call or visit.

Thank you all so much for the kind
words, cards, thoughts, and prayers on the
death of Bill’s mother Shirley.
What an amazing blessing it is to be part
of this wonderful congregation of
believers!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
GOAL FOR 2020: 100 BOXES

Grace and peace to you all.
Mary and Bill Johnson

Take advantage of the after-Christmas sales to start collecting items for your shoeboxes!
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PYF
Sunday School Information: The Thread
During the month of January, our students will be covering a lot of ground in a short
period of time. They will be learning about the 10 commandments, Joshua and the
Promise Land, the period of the Judges, and Ruth. You definitely don't want your teens
to miss out on this information. It will give them a wonderful understanding of a lot of
important things that happen in the Old Testament.
Other Fun Information:
\

A big shout out to the youth who helped out with the Advent is Here play! The play
could not have happened without you! You did an amazing job.
Things are switching up again at PYF. Is your teen interested in digging deeper into
God's word? If so, maybe they should check out the Dgroups that will be starting up in
January. These Dgroups will meet once a week to go deeper into God's word and pray
for one another.
If you want to join a Dgroup OR be a Dgroup leader, please contact Hannah Lentz via
email, church phone, or text @ 678.972.9675

Hope Town Kids
Sunday School Information: Not Normal Kids
Why be like everyone else when we can be wacky, backwards, and weird? We can try
to blend in and be like everyone else, or we can stand up and stand out. After all, that’s
what Jesus did! When Jesus showed up, His whole life seemed not-so-normal to most
people. From His childhood to His early ministry, it was clear from the beginning that
Jesus wasn’t like most people. In this 4-week series, kids will examine the early life
and ministry of Jesus as they discover that Jesus is not normal, that Jesus is God, that
Jesus is perfect, and that Jesus invites us to be not-so-normal along with Him.
Other Fun Information:
In case you missed the children's Christmas play, Advent is Here, on December 11th don't fret! You can find a recorded version of it on Facebook! Find the Hope Town
Kids facebook page and click on the video tab on the left side of the page. It should be
the first video listed.
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We serve in January
Children’s Message

Dates & Stuff

Communion Servers
January 5th
Becki Brown, Captain
Tim Brown
Diane Gordon
Bob Gordon
Pat Brown
Bob Bugg
Trey Jones
Bill Day
Lou Baldwin
Bill Baldwin

January 5 - No Children’s Message
January 12 - Drew Elling
January 19 - Ina Jones
January 26 - Diane Gordon

Worship Assistants

2 - Maggie Rockholt
4 - John Aldridge
7 - Jimy Elling
10 - Kate Baynham
11 - Pat Thompson
12 - Seeley Esary
16 - Bernie Galloway
20 - Audrey Thacker
24 - Ivan Betz
28 - Karen Kiley
30 - Lou Baldwin
30 - Ed Springer, Jr.

1/5/1980 - Ernie & Pat Thompson
1/5/2002 Doug, Jr. & Rachel Tingle
1/25/1969- Herb & Gwen Ziegler
1/30/1993 - David & Wendi Kirby

1st and 3rd Men’s Breakfast at
Chick-fil-a will NOT meet on the
1st Wednesday of January (1/1)
but will be back on Wednesday
1/15/20 at 8 a.m. Join us and
invite a friend!

January 5 - Pat Brown
January 12 - Ina Jones
January 19 - Roger Soons
January 26 - Cindy Baynham

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets most Tuesday
mornings from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm. If we don’t
answer the phone, please leave a message and we will
call you back soon.

Joe Bailey, Captain
Jane Bailey
Frank Taylor
Tiffany Doran
Ed Springer, Jr., Alt.

The Annual Meeting of the
Congregation will be
Sunday, Jan. 26th after
Worship.

The office will be closed on
Wednesday, January 1st. Happy
New Year!

Communion will be served
on Sunday, January 5th.
Please prayerfully prepare to
receive the sacrament.

Church Hour Nursery Age Limits
January
Elder in Charge
Gary Hollums
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The nursery during the church hour is for
children in Pre-K and below. No child older
than 4 should be in there. This is for the safety of our toddlers.
Thanks for your cooperation,
Your CE Ministry Team

Newsletter deadline for the February
newsletter is January 27th.
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

Church Transformation Cohort
Our church is entering into a cohort with other churches from our
Presbytery in 2020. Our denomination, ECO, is putting as many churches
as possible through this program. The purpose is for churches to prayerfully
consider the next flourishing steps in our communities and to be
accountable to one another to making it happen. Pastor Drew will be doing
A LOT of reading. Also, we will receive coaching and consultation for
ministry in our increasingly secular culture. Please pray for the cohort
beginning in this month!

