First
Presbyterian Church

June/July 2015

NEWS

Pastor Drew’s Views
“See, I am doing a new thing!”
In 1983, I went on one of the hardest walks of my life. It was at Philmont Scout Ranch
in New Mexico. I carried a 50 pound pack for over 100 miles in steep terrain. It was difficult,
but I went with my Dad and several good friends. We shared that trip together. We labored together. We survived together. The best part was throwing my backpack off at the end of each
long day. Whew! What a feeling.
That’s a little bit like our journey to ECO (A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians). We have walked together, labored, survived. And now, we own our property for good!
Now, we belong to a church that feels much more like home. The pack we have carried so long
has come off and it feels great! Praise the Lord!
Today we begin a new journey together. I love what Isaiah says, “See, I am doing a
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a new way in the desert and
streams in the wasteland” (Isaiah 43:19). Also, Jeremiah says, “For I know the plans I have
for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11). I love God’s promises to take care of us no matter what.
Never forget that.
The mission of ECO is “to build flourishing churches that make disciples of Jesus
Christ”. That sounds good doesn’t it? It’s what we want. It’s what we’re about. It’s in our
DNA. It’s what we read clearly in Scripture. With great friends, that’s not just a journey we’ll
survive. That’s a journey that will make us thrive.

We’re ECO !!
Following our historic congregational vote on May 3rd, unanimously approving our move from PC(SA) to ECO, the Presbytery
of Greater Atlanta voted on May 19th to release us to ECO. We
have made our payment and received our deed. It’s Done!
As we begin our new life as a member of the Covenant Order of
Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO), let us all pause to thank our God
for His guidance and strength in making the way clear for us.

Looking forward to the journey with you,

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Watch for banners and new signs on the church grounds. Our
announcement will also be in the local media. Tell your friends
and neighbors our great news, and invite them to join us!

Sermon series: Who Are We Now? ECO
Starting Sunday, June 7th, Pastor Drew will preach a series designed to explore our new home.
It’s time to look around the new place and move in. Each week we will look at a different ECO
core value including: Jesus Shaped Identity, Biblical Integrity, Thoughtful Theology, Accountable Community, Egalitarian Ministry, Missional Centrality, Center-focused Spirituality, Leadership Velocity and Kingdom Vitality. Together, let’s learn a little bit more about who we are now.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!!

Happy Father’s Day
Father’s Day is Sunday, June 21st.

The mission of
ECO: A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians
is to build flourishing churches that make disciples of Jesus Christ.

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” – Proverbs 22:6
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Important Dates
June Birthdays
4 - Richard Gaston
13 - Margaret Wilson
15 - Emily Brown
17 - Russell Johnson
18 - Eddie Huffman
21 - Tim Brown
29 - Ruth Allison
29- Beth Kirby

June Anniversaries

Summer Fellowship

6/10/1972 - Art & Debbie Hammond
6/11/2011 - Tim & Becki Brown
6/13/1968 - Bill & Sharon Day
6/14/1997 - Todd & Angela Thacker
6/15/1969 - Gary & Sylvia Hollums
6/18/1983 - Jim & Christy Skinner
6/21/1969 - Sid & Sara Lee Esary
6/27/1965 - George & Joyce Kirby
6/27/1992 - Drew & Jennifer Elling

July Birthdays
1 - Evelyn Ingram
3 - Donna McGurk
4 - Emily Thompson
6 - Joe Bailey
11- Lucy Thacker
13 - Allison Esary
13 - Sharon Day
14 - Bill Mixon
20 - Henry Aldridge
20 - Sara Aldridge

Worship Ministry

22 - Stewart Esary
22 - Russell Jones
23 - Wayman Hutson
23 - Joe Ingram
24 - Angela Thacker
25 - Robert Rogers
26 - Tara Jones
27 - Elaine Huffman
30 - Carter Esary

No Session prayer meetings this
summer
Of course, we will continue to pray, but there will
be no formal meetings this summer. We will start
back up in September.

Join us for fellowship outside on the
porch every Sunday this summer at 9:30
a.m. starting June 7th. If you would like to
help, contact Bonnie Pfrogner.

May 19, 2015
A new start for First Pres.
We left PC(USA)
and joined ECO.

Summer Early Bird Service Plan
The Early Bird Summer service is back! It will be the
2nd and 4th Sundays only in June and July at 8:30
a.m. at the chapel (weather permitting). Join us and
bring a friend.

The Worship Ministry Team is looking for
volunteers to provide light refreshments each
Sunday in June and July at 9:30 a.m. for fellowship on the church patio. In June it will
be on the 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th. In July
the 5th, 13th, 20th and 27th.
There will be a list for Sunday in the Narthex
for sign up. Early Bird services will be on the
2nd and 4th Sundays, but we will have refreshments every Sunday prior to Sunday
School.

July Anniversary
7/3/1970 - Bill & Sharon Holmes

ECO=A Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians
Core Values

June Session Meeting

In recent newsletters we have been looking more closely at the Core values of ECO. This writing will
address the final three in the list.

June 28th after worship

Center-focused Spirituality: We believe in calling people to the core of what it means

Please email your ministry team
minutes to millie@fpcgriffin.org
by Thursday, June 25th, at noon.

to be followers of Jesus – what “mere Christianity” is and does – and not fixate on the boundaries.
“Come follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”Matthew 4:19

July Session Meeting

This is what the Lord God says, “Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another.
Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of each
other.” Zechariah 7:9-10

July 26th after worship
Please email your ministry team
minutes to millie@fpcgriffin.org
by Thursday, July 23rd, at noon.

Leadership Velocity: We believe identifying and developing gospel-centered leaders is
critical for the church, and a great leadership culture is risk-taking, innovative, and organic.
We have different gifts according, to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesy, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; If it is encouraging, let
him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously, if it is leadership, let
him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. Romans 12: 6-8

Special Thanks
Dear Church Friends,
It is with love and deep appreciation that we thank you for all the kindness you have shown
during Jake’s illness and death. Thank you for the food, phone calls, visits, cards and prayers.
Your love and support has made it easier to bear this sorrow.
Thank you to Millie for the beautiful programs; to Joyce for her lovely music; to the ushers
and pallbearers for their service; for the Congregational Care Committee’s delicious luncheon’ for
Andy Musser’s managing the sound; for Pastor Drew’s meaningful message and for all who had a
part in Jake’s memorial service.

Kingdom Vitality: We believe congregations should vigorously reproduce new missional
communities to expand the Kingdom of God.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8

In His Name,
Camille & Family
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Missions &
Outreach

You

Facilities

Last month I did an article about our summer camp opportunity, and I wanted
to take some time and go a little deeper into why we are going to this camp. So if you
will bear with me I would like to unpack the whole story and some of my own
thoughts.

I believe I know 9 people who slept well the night of
May 11th for they truly gave their "all" cleaning out
the storage room and repairing the storage building.
After 6 hours and a slice of pizza, we all felt that
sense of true accomplishment and job well done as
we finally called it a day! Remember, the work is
plentiful and the laborers are few (though God provides enough) so join us next time. It will be rewarding won't it, John, Joe, Pat, Seth, George, Lynn,
Roger, and Emelie?

Rushton’s Hope Donations
Several of us served at Rushton’s
Hope in Griffin on Saturday, May 2nd.
It was a blessing to serve. Rushton’s
Hope is a ministry to the homeless and
others going through a tough time.
Thanks to everyone who donated
items to this vital ministry in our community.

In February of 2014, you may have attended our DNOW service at First Presbyterian. The band and one of our speakers from the weekend were both from Northside
Baptist Church in Milledgeville. Northside is where I
cut my teeth in youth ministry. Taylor Tom, the youth
pastor there, is a great friend and a great man of God.
He mentioned over that weekend that he was considering getting a group together to start a week of summer
camp. We talked some more about it and I decided to
pray about it. Well that summer we went back to Son
Servants in New Orleans, thanks to this congregation's
generous giving towards our trip. Our students had an
amazing time and served a ton of people while they
were there. However while God was moving in our students’ lives, He was also moving in mine. In my heart, I
knew there were just as many hurting people back home
in Griffin as there were in New Orleans. God put in my
heart a burden to pray about doing missions locally.

Thank you so much!
Lou

Food Pantry
We took 17 boxes of cereal and
49 miscellaneous items to the
food pantry in May.

Opportunities to Serve in June & July
Children’s Message

2s and 3s Nursery

June Ushers

6/7 - Ashley Moran
6/14 - Sid Esary
6/21 - Wendi Kirby
6/28 - Drew Elling

June:

Chip Reahard, Capt.
Robin Reahard
Karen Chipman
Bryan Chipman
Bill Baldwin, alternate

7/5 - Ashley Moran
7/12 - Lou Baldwin
7/19 - Dianne Pinson
7/26 - Drew Elling

6-7: Darren and Sharon Norris
6-14: Tim and Becki Brown
6-21: Trey and Tara Jones
6-28: Brian and Karen Chipman
July:

July Ushers

7-5: Wendi, Laura, and Beth Kirby
7-12: John and Ruth Allison
7-19: Stewart and Allison Esary
7-26: Kyle and Johnna Johnson

Wayne Griggs, Captain
Becki Brown
Tim Brown
Eddie Huffman
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

June
Elder in Charge

July
Elder in Charge

Janice Aiken

Charlotte Thacker

In August, once everything in the summer was
calming down, the conversation between Taylor and me
resumed. Also some other pastors joined as well. So in
late July, five of us went down to Norman Park to talk
and pray about the idea of starting a one week summer camp. That day really solidified what I was thinking and feeling. Going to summer camp and doing local missions
was where my heart was, but also where I believed our future as a church was headed
as well. The next step in the process was to present my ideas to Pastor Drew and to the
session. I asked that they all pray about this idea and change, because it was a sizeable
change from what we had done in the past. I was so encouraged that Pastor Drew and
Session felt the same way as I did about the summer plans. It meant so much to have
confirmation from other believers!

There will be no communion in June and July.
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So it was time to jump in and get this summer camp idea off the ground. The
group now consisted of 5 youth pastors from different denominations, and we were all
like minded in creating a camp to reach every student. That is where the name BaseCamp came from. In hiking and climbing a base camp is an area to refuel and to rest
for the next part of the journey. For students, walking with the Lord is a lot like climbing Mt. Everest. Mt. Everest has many different base camps along the journey to the
summit. Climbers use the base camps to rest and acclimate to the new elevation in order to successfully reach the summit. This is exactly
why we want to do a BaseCamp every year. We want to
meet each student where they are spiritually, and help
them acclimate to where they are now so that they can
continue to go further in their walk with Christ.

5638 Hollister AveSuite 200 Goleta, CA 93117 855.326.3268 www.eco---pres.org

May 21st 2015
First Presbyterian Church–Griffin
1349 Macon Rd
Griffin, G 30224---7446
Dear Friends in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus! On behalf of our Synod
Executive Council and staff I want to officially welcome you to ECO! We have been
praying for you in your journey of discernment and transfer, and are thrilled that you
found ECO to be a place where you feel you can best thrive in mission and ministry.
We welcome you as the 200th congregation to have made the transition to
ECO, with over 100 others on their way to becoming official ECO churches. We also
have dozens of potential church plants on the map, including a pipeline of potential
church planters waiting to be released into planting. It is certainly an exciting time for
our denomination.
I know that the transition into ECO was not easy. You probably feel like you
need to take a deep breath! I would encourage you, however, to not spend too long
catching your breath, as there is a lot of work to be done for the Kingdom of God. As I
tell all of our churches, transferring to ECO isn’t the goal. As you know, our vision is to
“baptize more than we bury” by 2018. This goal is going to take the full partnership
and ministry of all of our congregations! You are an important part of that mission. I
hope to find an opportunity sometime to visit you face to face so that, as Paul said to
the Romans, we would be mutually encouraged by one another’s faith. Again, welcome to ECO and may God bless you deeply as you continue to faithfully serve Him!

We are going to do that in a number of ways. First, we
are going to have the students in small groups, where
they can talk about God and faith with their own peers
guided by adult leaders. Second, there will be group
worship services that include challenging messages
from a talented speaker. This week is going to be full of
opportunities for students to experience God and His
Spirit. Our prayer is that each student moves closer to
Christ and that they grow in faith. I hope that you will
join me in prayer for each student attending BaseCamp
this year.
One thing that I know is true in student ministry is
this…service doesn’t always lead you to fall in love
with Jesus, but falling in love with Jesus always leads to service. Students are going to
fall in love with Jesus this summer, and they are going to return ready to serve their
families, friends, and this community.

In Christ,

The journey begins June 22-26, 2015. Joni us in prayer for that week
Seth

Dana
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Christian Education
The Nursery
The Christian Education ministry
team is working on several exciting
developments, including a much
needed nursery policy. If you have
any concerns you'd like this policy to
address please contact Wendi Kirby,
Seth Brown, or Cindy Baynham.

First Pres History - 1941 - 1966
First Presbyterian Church – After the Centennial Celebration

Starting in August 2015, more members of our
congregation will be added to the Church Nursery
Worker Rotation (just as it is done with the Usher
list). Please see page 5 of the newsletter for the
June and July schedules.

From “Twenty Five Years After” by Eleanor Corbin Blanchard
Reverend Fulton C. Lytle, Pastor at the time of the Centennial (November 26, 1941), was with the
church for nearly two more years. Atlanta Presbytery met in our church in October 1942. Reverend
Lytle was both host and Moderator, a unique privilege.
Rev. Leonard Topping was called in January 1944 and served through October 1947.
In May 1948, Reverend E. P. Nichols was called to serve as pastor, resigning February 1, 1952.

Church-wide Memory Verse for June

In November 1952, Dr. Harold Shields was called as Pastor and served until the summer of 1956.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Reverend Ed Davis began his ministry August 1957 and served through August 1968. The manse
had to be enlarged in 1957 adding a family room, dining room and kitchen and central heat was installed for a total cost of $13,500. The full indebtedness was paid in 1961.

Hebrews 13:8

In April 1942, the first Director of Christian Education was elected for three summer months. Dorothy Dell Downing, from Assembly’s Training School, did such a fine job, she was asked to return the
following summer, which she did. Florence Moore served as Director the summer of 1944. Mrs. H.
H. Deane then served as Director of Religious Education from June 1947 to September 1948. On
March 20, 1949, Miss Louise Painter (Mrs. Bill Mixon) began as the full-time Director of Christian
Education serving about seven years.

Church-wide Memory Verse for July
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.
Do what it says.
James 1:22

In August 1942, Miss Clara Hammond (Art Hammond’s aunt) was unanimously recommended to the
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions as a full time worker in the field. She completed her training in 1944, and went to Africa as a missionary to the Belgian Congo.

Congregational Care
Men’s Fellowship
The Men's fellowship breakfast and golf
outing is set for Wednesday, June 10th.
Breakfast from the menu at 9am. First of
three tee times is 10:48am. Cost of golf
is $35.00 for 18 holes. Breakfast for all
ages, golfer's 16+yrs Please mark your calendar now so that you will not miss this
special day.

Welcome Our New
Member
Welcome
Bill Johnson

In July 1949 a building committee was named to plan for an Education Building. The groundbreaking ceremony was on March 21, 1951 and the building was completed November 4, 1951. Work on
raising the funds for the new building carried on until payment was completed in 1963. Total cost
was $70,000.

June 15th will be the date of the next congressional care meeting. It will be held at 7pm in the
library.

Vacation Bible School was held the summer of 1956 with Corinne Baker (later a missionary to Brazil) as Superintendent in the absence of a Director of Christian Education. Sue Davis served as Director of Christian Education from June 1956 to April 1957; Betty Turnage served from July 1958 to
July 1963 and Ruth Dobbins came in 1963 until July, 1969.

Thank you to all individuals who helped made
the potato bar a GREAT SUCCESS. We also
would like to thank everyone who has helped
make the Wednesday night supper FLOURISH
this year. Please take note of any great ideas
that you may have that we can use next year. We
look forward to working with you this summer
to begin the new year.

Three Ruling Elders were Commissioners to the General Assembly: Mr. H. H. Deane, Mr. T. J.
Berry and Mr. J. K. Kinkead. Mr. Kinkead was also Moderator of the Atlanta Presbytery.
Our church hosted the 1960 Fall Meeting of Atlanta Presbytery.
The 125th Anniversary Celebration was Sunday, November 27, 1966 when Sunday School classes
each recognized the church’s birthday; Morning Worship as held at 11:00 with Reverend Davis
preaching from Ezekiel 11:14-21; Family Supper took place at 6:00; and Reverend Bonneau H. Dickson, Executive Secretary, Atlanta Presbytery, preached the Sermon.

The Congressional Care committee INVITES
you to be part of this rewarding committee.
Contact either Roy Villers at 770-617-4541 or
Janice Aiken at 770-227-6096 if you are interested. We look forward to hearing from you.

...and a new part of our history:
FPC Griffin is the 200th church to join ECO.

as an active member of
First Presbyterian Church.
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One Friday I was heading over to Kennedy Road Middle School to help out with a
Bible club that a pastor friend helps run. I had a great time with the students, and
was on my way home. I thought I knew where I was going, but turned down the
wrong street. I realized my mistake, but decided to continue around the bend hoping it would connect to the road I was looking for. As I turned the corner, I was taken
back by the state of some of the houses in that area. In some ways it reminded me
of some small village houses I saw while in Nicaragua on a mission trip. It broke my
heart, but then it also encouraged me. I was encouraged because it confirmed what
I felt that God was telling me all along. There is plenty to do here. Just as Jesus told
his disciples two thousand years ago: “ You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem”. Our
Jerusalem needs to be reached.
So this July, our mission begins!! I hope you know by now, but one of our
new denominations foundations is being on mission in your community or missional.
As a church we have to embrace this truth. The days of people just walking into
church are over. However, people will walk towards community. That is what
SportsCamp is all about building. Building a Christ centered community that
reaches out to let people in.
July 13th-17th the building begins. There is a place for everyone to join in on
this amazing opportunity. Please ask questions. Please pray about how you can
help. Please pray that God moves through us this summer. SportsCamp is not
about sports, it’s about Jesus and being a witness in our Jerusalem. See you there!

Be Involved
Mission Outreach
Our mission opportunities this
month are
FPC Sports Camp
See the articles inside for
more information.

Seth
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The x2 mission continues
The goal is for all of us to invite at
least two people to join us for worship. Remember, we have a powerful fellowship because of Who lives
in us and speaks through us.

