NEWS
May 2017
Pastor Drew’s Views: Our Heavenly Mother?
Of course, you know of God the Father, but did you know Jesus compared Himself to a mother too? It’s true. In
Luke 13, Jesus says, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I
have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not
willing!” This is a direct reference to Psalm 91 where David describes God by saying, “He will cover you with
his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.” Yes, we
know God as our heavenly Father, but thankfully, He also displays the characteristics of a mother as well. Praise
God!
We all desperately need the true Heavenly Father characteristics of God, especially those of us who have struggled in our relationships with earthly fathers. He is strong and rugged. He is trustworthy. He leads us. He is gracious, but He is also a fair disciplinarian. However, Jesus reminds us that God has the characteristics of a loving
mother too. He loves us like only a mother can. He comforts us and protects us. We are safe under His wings.
Praising God with you!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Summer Sunday Schedule
Sunday, June 4th - Sunday, July 30th
9 a.m. Prayer outside at the cross
 9:15 a.m. Fellowship on the porch
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages
 10:30 AM Worship


Happy Mother’s Day!

Mission, Outreach, & Evangelism
Barbecue Grill Back in Service!
The BBQ grill has been “remodeled”. As many of
you know, this was two Eagle Scout projects undertaken by Robert Hall & Craig Smith for our Church.
Many of the bricks used in building the grill were
salvaged from the previous Church located at the
corner of 8th and Taylor streets. Unfortunately, the
roof structure was beyond repair, thus demolished
with the assistance of Gary Kaping and Tom
Lindgren from Sun City Peachtree. The grill has a
seating area to relax while waiting on your food to
cook. Check it out and perhaps plan a family event
on our campus this summer!

Jesus said “Go”, so let’s GO! Here are some opportunities to serve together with
unconditional “agape” love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church office):

YoungLives
HEY, check out the Mission Board
near the office. It has many updates on
the Missions and Missionaries that we
support. There are other interesting
pieces of information on spiritual
growth opportunities such as “THE
COVE” and opportunities to serve in
our community AND on the foreign
mission field. Stop by and check it out!

Kim Brooks will be at FPC on May 21st to share about an important ministry we support called YoungLives. YoungLives is a unique, cutting edge ministry under the umbrella of YoungLife that extends the love of Christ to teen moms in Spalding County
by walking side by side with them. They accomplish this mission by partnering teen
moms with Christian women mentors. These mentors encourage them to become
the women and mothers God created them to be. They accomplish this by guiding them to make
positive choices, set and achieve goals, and live a future rooted in Christ.

Missional Handbook
If you are thinking about serving our community, take a look at what local missions need from volunteers; it is all in the new missional handbook for 2017 which will be on our website soon and in
printed form for those without Internet access.

Mission Changers
The Mission, Outreach and Evangelism team is excited to announce that we
will be highlighting the various missions that FPC supports. This needed
support comes from each and every member of our congregation. ECO
places Missions as a top priority and we are striving to increase awareness
and involvement in this Christ centered goal.
Pastor Drew will have a “Minute for Mission” during worship about once per
month highlighting a mission that we are supporting. In May, we are highlighting “Young Lives” which is described on page 3 of this newsletter Our children (Mission Changers”)
are volunteering to assist in the collection of pocket change at the end of this service.
May 21st will be the first Sunday for Mission Changers. Clean out that change drawer or those nickels
and pennies collecting dust in your glove box. This month, we will donate our change to Young Lives!
So, bring that little extra pocket change to worship and you, too, can be a “Mission Changer”!

Abundant Life Soup Kitchen

Rushton’s Hope is BACK!

We will serve together again at the soup kitchen on
Tuesday, May 16th, from 10:30 a.m.. To 1:00 p.m.
If you haven’t tried this yet, it is a great opportunity
to serve in our community with the love of Christ
and also get the word out about who we are.
Look for sign ups in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, May 7th.

Rushton’s Hope has moved to its new location off of Experiment Street. We will serve
again on Saturday, April 29th. Please plan on
joining us to serve a meal, “man” the clothes
closet and talk to people about Jesus! Sign
ups will be available in the Narthex starting
April 16th.

Remember what Christ’s last earthly command was? It was, Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT) 18 Jesus
came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore,
go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be
sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
Jesus also said in Luke 22:27 (NLT) 27 Who is more important, the one who sits at the table or the
one who serves? The one who sits at the table, of course. But not here! For I am among you as
one who serves.” We should do no less by following his lead to serve in our needy community.

Cereal Sunday
The first Sunday of each month, FPC Griffin has the honor
to participate in "CEREAL SUNDAY". We ask members to
bring bags or boxes of dry cereal and place in the grocery
cart located in the Narthex, near the wing of the Children's hall. This FOOD PANTRY ministry allows many
poor and homeless individuals a nutritious meal that can
either be eaten dry or with milk. Last month we took 25
boxes of cereal and 18 other food items to the food pantry.
Thank you for your generous donations.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES
1) The suggested donation for each shoebox is now $9.
2) No candy or toothpaste is to be put in the shoeboxes.
(What you save on not buying candy and toothpaste can go
toward the increased processing donation…)
DON’T FORGET TO LOOK FOR SHOEBOX ITEMS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!!
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Women of the Church Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet May 8 in Fellowship Classroom at 10:15 AM..
Please read Matthew 15:21-28 and Luke 10:38-42 to prepare for this lesson found
starting on page 86 of the Study Book. This will be last meeting of this church year.
We do not meet in June, July and August. If you have suggestions for our study for
next year, please come prepared to share them at the meeting.
All women are invited to this meeting of fellowship and study.

Young Adults
Well parents, you did it! You have reached the final lap of the school year! At First Pres we definitely
feel that is an accomplishment to celebrate and rejoice. So we have the best of both worlds for you.
Come on out on Saturday May 20th at 5pm and enjoy some actual adult conversations that may or may
not mention Pokemon and Wild Kratts. The best part is there will be water games for your kids to entertain themselves to the point of literally falling asleep on the ride home. So join us as we celebrate
you and your determination to finish another parenting milestone called the school year. Please RSVP
to the church office or seth@fpcgriffin.org by May 14th.

Youth
Congratulations to our Graduating Seniors!!

May Church-wide Memory Verse
My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate
with the Father - Jesus Christ the Righteous One.
1 John 2:1

Looking Forward
This summer, beginning with the first Sunday in June and ending with the last Sunday in July,
Sunday school will begin at 9:30 so church can begin at 10:30!
Some of our adult Sunday school classes will be combining,
but the children's classes will remain the same.

What's Happening in Hope Town
This month we're taking a walk down the road to Emmaus with Jesus and two of His disciples. It's just after the first Easter, but not all of Jesus' followers have seen Him yet.
Cleopas and his friend are broken hearted and fearful, dwelling on their feelings. And
they're walking in the wrong direction - away from Jerusalem where everything is happening.
Jesus joins them in their journey. He meets them where they are. We will look at the
reasons they didn't recognize Him at first. (They were focused on their feelings of fear
and grief.) We'll also learn why they were finally able to recognize Him. (Jesus revealed
Himself through His Word and in a moment of fellowship and sacrament.)

Jackson Elling is graduating from Starr’s Mill High and be will attending
Covenant College in the fall.

Like these two, we can miss Jesus if, instead of looking for Him, we focus on our circumstances or feelings.

Seth Norris is graduating from Spalding High and will be attending
North Georgia College’s Oconee Campus in the fall.

But Jesus will reveal Himself in His good time. And like these two, we can see Him in His
Word, in the Sacraments, when we pray, and when we fellowship with Him and one another.

Shelby Thacker will be graduating from Malibu High and will be attending college in the fall.

Well, the school year is nearly over!! I can’t believe it either. However, it
also means that the weather around is amazing and it is time to get out
there for some adventures in God’s creation. We will head out after church
on Sunday the 28th, and will be back later Sunday evening. We will be doing a little hiking and we will also hit a swimming hole. So come prepared
for adventure and a heart ready to take in the amazing beauty of what our
God has created for us to enjoy. RSVP at seth@fpcgriffin.org by May 14th
to make sure we have enough transportation.
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Christian Education

When they finally see Jesus, all that fear and grief is replaced with uncontainable joy.
We too can have that joy!

Reminders
Please remember, Children’s Sunday School drop off time is not until 9:45. Because our teachers
are preparing to teach, please don't drop children off any earlier.
Likewise, our teachers need time to prepare for worship, so please get your children at 10:45.
The nursery during the church hour is for children in Pre-K and below.
No child older than 4 should be in there. This is for the safety of our toddlers.
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Congregational Care
On Wednesday night,
May 17th, there is going to be a New Members gathering at the
Brown’s house (1115
Pine Valley Road) at
5:30 for light snacks.
Contact Tim Brown
(tdbpitts@gmail.com)
for more information.

The Wednesday night supper, May 10,
is going to be a
Salads and Desserts potluck at 6:00 pm.

See you there!

Important Dates
May Birthdays

May Anniversaries

4 - Andy Musser
4 - Johnna Johnson
5 - Jane Gaston
8 - Hayden Norris
10 - Sylvia Hollums
10 - Xander Brown
10 - Rachel Tingle
12 - Isabella Grubbs
12 - Olivia Grubbs
13 - Ina Jones
14 - Ronnie Sivells
17 - Connie Kendrick
18 - Chip Reahard
23 - Leslie Villers
28 - Tiffany Doran
30 - Chris Fennell
31 - Marion Musser

5/2/1981 - Vince & Karen Kiley
5/3/1959 - Marion & Elsie Musser
5/3 - George & Karlene Hollender
5/15/1982 - Ralph & Ina Jones
5/16 - Kameron & Christine Hamby
5/17/2002 - Roy & Leslie Villers
5/21/2005 - Seth & Emily Brown
5/27/1951 - Mike & Helen Wiley

We serve in May
May

Ushers
Stewart Esary, Captain
Janice Aiken
Karlene Hollender
George Hollender
Louis Thacker, Alternate

Church Hour Nursery Age Limits
The nursery during the church hour is for children
in Pre-K and below. No child older than 4 should
be in there. This is for the safety of our toddlers.

Elder in Charge
Sid Esary

Communion Servers
May 7
Sid Esary, Capt.
Wendi Kirby
Lou Baldwin
John Craig
John Allison
Ina Jones
Andy Musser
Ralph Jones
Stewart Esary
Bill Day

Thanks for your cooperation,
Your CE Ministry Team

May
Church Preschool Workers
(age 2 - K)
5-7: Mary & Bill Johnson
5-14: Diane Gordon & Christine Hamby
5-21: John & Bryan Aldridge
5-28: Judy Hamilton

Happy Anniversary!
May 19th marks 2 years since FPC joined ECO!

Session meetings

Communion will be
served
Sunday, May 7th.

May Children’s Message

May 7
No children’s Message
May 14 Drew Elling
May 21 Cindy Baynham
May 28 Sid Esary

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office closes at noon every Friday.

There will be no regular Session meeting in May.
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

Upcoming concerts you might like to attend
Griffin Choral Arts - Thursday, May 4th, at7:30 pm at the Gordon
State College Fine Arts Building. (Sylvia Hollums and Art
Hammond are members of this group.)
Tara Winds - Sunday, May 7, at 4:00 pm at the First Baptist Church
of Woodstock. (Mike Biddle is a member of this group.)

