
 

 

 The Psalmist writes, “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with 
praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name. For the Lord is good and His love 
endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all generations.” May this be 
our true north as we set the compass for the journey ahead. 
 We all have so much to be thankful for! Consider it. Dwell on it. Thank God 
for it. Thanksgiving has a way of reducing stress and anxiety in your life by  
keeping your focus on God and our Savior Jesus Christ. I hope this Thanksgiving is 
safe, warm and surrounded by family. I also hope this Thanksgiving you remember 
His faithfulness!  
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

Pastor Drew  
Philippians 1:3-6 

NEWS 
 

November 2019 

Pastor Drewôs Views:  Give Thanks! 

Website: www.fpcgriffin.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

Please welcome 
our new member, 
Nina Montgomery!  

http://www.fpcgriffin.org
http://www.facebook.com/FPCGriffin


Mission, Outreach, & Evangelism 
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Jesus said ñGoò, so letôs GO! Here are some opportunities to serve together with  
unconditional ñagapeò love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church office): 

Abundant Life Soup  
Kitchen 

 

We will serve together again at the 
soup kitchen on Tuesday, 11/19 
from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.  If you 
havenôt tried this yet, it is a great 
opportunity to serve in our  
community with the love of Christ 
and also get the word out about 
who we are. 

Cereal Sunday 
 

The first Sunday of each month, FPC Griffin has the honor to participate in 
"CEREAL SUNDAY". We ask members to bring bags or boxes of dry cereal 
and place them in the grocery cart located in the Narthex, near the wing of the  
Children's hall. This FOOD PANTRY ministry provides many poor and  
homeless individuals a nutritious meal that can either be eaten dry or with milk.  
Please bring cereal on Sunday, November 3rd. 

Mission Trip at FPC! 
 

Hey, please be in prayer for a possible 
upcoming mission trip. Itôs time to 

serve! More details to come. 

Back the Blue 
 

Back the Blue has served free  
coffee and a Chick-fil-a biscuits to 
first responders since August. We 
are doing this monthly now on the 
2nd Tuesday at 8:30 a.m. Back the 
Blue will be back on 11/12. 

Inviting to FPC! 
 

Inviting can be tough sometimes. If you invite 20  
different people to church and get one to come, thatôs a 

success!  
However, keep it up. God will use you in a special way 

if you put yourself out there for Him. 

Community Groups 
 

We currently have two active groups. Another group will start in January. Please pray about joining a 
group or starting one in your neighborhood: 

 
Williamson group (Ellings, Springers, Reahards)é started in September 
Rhodes Lane Group (Robby Jones, Biddles)é started in September 
Local Griffin Group 1 (Baynhams, Jonesô)é starting in January 
Local Griffin Group 2 (need hosts)é starting in January 
Sun City Group (need hosts)é starting in January 

 
Contact Pastor Drew if youôre interested in joining a group OR hosting. See his  

article for more info on Community Groups at FPC! 
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Darlene Chipman 
Pruitt Health Monroe 

4796 Highway 42 North 
Forsyth, GA  31209 

 
Richard & Jane Gaston 

1809 Maple Drive 
Griffin, GA  30224 

 
Ione Kelly 

3223 Newnan Rd., P-9 
Griffin, GA  30223 

 

 
Donna Krepps 

1705 Oak Knoll Road 
Griffin, GA  30223 

 
Marty Lang 

201 Crosstown Drive 
Peachtree City, GA  30269 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is a list of our members who are not able to get out and about.   
Remember them in your prayers, send them a card, give them a call, drop by to visit.   

Letôs donôt forget them! 

Anne Mixon 
Brightmoor Assisted Living  

3223 Newnan Rd. 
Griffin, GA  30223 

 
Michael & Maggie Rockholt 

1211 Pebble rock Road 
Hampton, GA  30228 

 
Richard Turner 

929 Springer Drive 
Griffin, GA  30224 

Remember our shut-ins.   
Send a ñThinking About Youò card or note.    

Our church is currently giving to 8 local ministries and 6 International ministries and to Thornwell 
Children's Home in Clinton S.C.  Listed below are the percentages from our offerings that go to each 

ministry: 
 
5 Loaves and 2 Fish Food Pantry  7%       
Habitat for Humanity, Griffin  7%               
Christian Women's Center  7%                    
Spalding Samaritans                           7% 
Young Life                          5%              
Young Lives                                       5% 
Rushton's Hope                                   7% 
Backpack food 4 Kids                         7% 
Thornwell Home                                 5% 
Serge - George Mixon                        15%  
Cru - Ralph Elliott                               3% 
Frontier Fellowship - Cody Watson    7% 
International Messengers     5% 
Mission Hope                                       7% 
Emily Elling- Youth with a Mission    4% 
Special purpose                                    4% 

 
 

We hope to be giving you information about each of these ministries in the coming months. 



Congregational Care 
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Members enjoyed the Taste Oô Kirkinô supper in October.  Many thanks to Bob Gordon for  
preparing delicious soup and to Laurie and Rocky Bailey for beautiful music.  Shoeboxes were 
handed out and we heard a program by the children who participated in the Music Camp.   
 

YOU ARE INVITED!! 
 

November 10:  Luncheon following worship for our Veterans and Stewardship Pledge Campaign.  
Please bring a dish to share. 
 

November 24:  Hanging of the Greens at 5:30pm following the Community Thanksgiving Service 
at 4pm at St. Georgeôs Episcopal Church.  A light supper will be provided.  After supper, we will 
decorate! 
 

November 28:  Thanksgiving 
 

November Meal Coordinator is Pat Brown. 
 

Remember to contact the church office, Debbie Hammond, Bonnie Pfrogner or Bill Baldwin if you 
know of someone in the congregation who may need a call or visit. 
 

Thank you to all who have provided meals for our church family!  It is such a blessing to see how 
much we all care for and reach out to one another.   

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2019 
Declare His Glory Among the Nations 

Psalm 96:3 
 

Dedication Sunday:  November 17 
 

GOAL ï 125 BOXES 
   

No time to pack a box?  Go to www.samaritanspurse.org to  
Build A Shoebox For Me ($25) 

 

Pack a Shoebox with gifts. 
Help children get a Gospel booklet in their own language and 

Hear the Good News of eternal life in Jesus Christ and 
Enroll in The Greatest Journey, a 12-lesson discipleship course. 

Start new churches. 
 

Remember:  THE MOST IMPORTANT THING YOU CAN PUT INTO A SHOEBOX IS YOUR 
PRAYER.  ASK GOD TO USE YOUR GIFTS AND THE CHURCHES WHO HAND THEM 
OUT TO BLESS BOYS AND GIRLS AND SHARE THE TRUE  
MEANING OF CHRISTMAS, THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.  
THROUGH OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD AND THE GREATEST JOURNEY, DOORS 
FOR THE GOSPEL ARE BEING OPENED WORLDWIDE! 

 

$9.00 DONATION/SHOEBOX GIFT 
(to cover shipping and other ministry expenses) 

 
Need to know what NOT to put in the Shoebox, visit www.samaritanspurse.org 
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Looking Ahead...  
 

December 1:    First Sunday in Advent 
December 8:    Second Sunday in Advent 
December 11:   Childrenôs Christmas Program followed by Fellowship Supper 
December 15:   Third Sunday in Advent.  Cantata and Christmas Festival – Make your  
   favorite Christmas cookie recipe; bring half the recipe for the Festival 
   and the other half for Futral Road and Stepping Stones Schools. 
December 22:   Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 24:   Christmas Eve Service 
December 25:   Christmas Day Dinner 

Did You Know??? 

The Arts (and More) are Alive in Griffin! 
 

Second Saturday: Hometown Harvest in Downtown Griffin –  November 9 (5-8pm) 
Camelot Theatre:  Gilliganôs Island ï     November 15-17 
Griffin Ballet Theatre:  The Nutcracker   November 29, 20 and December 1  
Griffin Area Concert Association:  Shades of Bubleô ï  November 12 
Griffin Choral Arts: ñRevealedò ï     December 12 
Main Street Players:  Every Christmas Story Ever Told (And Then Some) ï December 4-15 
Griffin-Spalding Art Association:  Art Gallery on the first floor at the Welcome Center; painting       
with Art Association members Thursdays (10a-2p) at First Methodist Christian Enrichment Ctr. 
Griffin Academy of Music (facebook.com/griffinacademyofmusic) – students of all ages can learn 
to sing or play guitar, bass, ukulele, piano, drums, violin or cello. 
Festival of Lights – Airport Road Park –    November 26 (6-8pm) 
City of Griffin Annual Christmas Parade –    November 29 (6-7pm) 

Georgia Living Senior Home Care offers non-medical, in-home care 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year.  The regional office is located at The Woods Senior Care, 1401 Macon Road, Griffin 
(next door to the church).  A caregiver is custom selected and a care plan is created to match 
your specific needs.  An RN follows through with ongoing supervision to be sure your  
evolving needs are being met—all in the comfort and privacy of home. 
 
Clients can be assisted with:  Bathing; Toileting; Grooming; Dental Care; Dressing/wardrobe 
selection; Eating; Medication reminders; Assist with ambulation; Pick up prescriptions;  
Driving to medical and social appointments; Shopping; Attend church service; Theatre and 
movie events; Dine out for lunch or dinner; Laundry and dry-cleaning; Light housekeeping; 
Conversation; Cook together; Answer the phone; Games; reading, puzzles and crafts. 
 
Caregivers are thoroughly screened, trained, insured and RN supervised.   
 
For information call: 770-412-6005 or go to www.georgialivingseniorcare.com 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org
http://www.georgialivingseniorcare.com


Youth 
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Thank you.ò Itôs one of the first phrases most of us learn to say, but itôs also one of the most difficult 
things to say and really mean! Thatôs true for us today, but it was true for Godôs people in the Old  
Testament too. After they escaped the land of Egypt, the Israelites spent forty years wandering through 
the wilderness on their way to the promised land. While they wandered, they struggled to remember all of 
the ways God had provided for them (kind of like we still do today). In this 4-week series, kids will  
discover that we can thank God for so much ð for providing for us, for being God, for giving us wisdom, 
and for never giving up on us.   

Sunday School Information: 
 

Last month the youth students started their new Sunday School curriculum called The Thread. They 
learned how to see the Gospel in all parts of Scripture. For this month, the students will get to walk 
through Old Testament historical accounts and practice picking out the Gospel story within the 
events.  
 

Youth Events:  
 

On November 6th, the youth group will not be meeting at the church like they normally do for small 
group. They will instead be meeting at the bowling alley near Hobby Lobby in Griffin. We will meet 
at 5:30pm and go until our usual time of 6:45pm. Be sure to bring money for food and for a round or 
two of bowling.  
 

November 13th is for sure the night you don't want to miss! This is the youth's Thanksgiving Dinner! 
We want to invite all the youth students and youth volunteers to come join us at 5:30pm for good food 
and games! We just ask that the students bring a side dish of some sort. The church will provide the 
meat, drinks, and desserts! To be sure we plan for the right numbers, please RSVP no later than  
November 8th to this event by emailing Hannah Lentz at hannah@fpcgriffin.org OR by calling the 
church.  
 

And last important piece of information for the month of November. We will NOT be meeting for 
youth on the 27th of November. We want you to enjoy your time with your family!   

Other Information: 
 

First Presbyterian's Children's Ministry 
is practicing and rehearsing NOW for 
the Christmas program. This means, if 
you want your children to be a part of 
the Christmas performance, now is the 
time!  The children are learning the mu-
sic and everything else during their time 
in Children's Church during the actual 
worship service.   
 

Music Camp last month was a HUGE 
success. So successful Sylvia and  
Hannah are working together to start up 
another one real soon so that the kids 
can learn some Christmas carols.   

Hope Town Kids  
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Stewardship & Finance 
Qualified Charitable Distributions from Traditional/Rollover IRAôs 

A Win-Win for those who have to take Required Minimum Distributions  
If you are over 70 ½ years old and have a traditional Individual Retirement Account (IRA), you are required to take annual Required  
Minimum Distributions (RMDôs) which count as ordinary income and is taxed as such. With the change in tax laws last year, most of us 
will find it advantageous to take the standard deduction rather than itemizing deductions. That potentially can make it tough on charities 
and churches who count on your donations. 
There is a way for you to donate to your favorite charities, have the donation count as part of your RMD but not be subject to income tax, 
and reduce your taxable income: it is known as a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). 
The following are some tips on how this works, but you should always consult with your tax advisor, IRA Custodian (Broker) or  
accountant: 
1.     A QCD can only come from a traditional IRA/rollover IRA (cannot come from a Roth IRA, 401[k] or similar account). 
2. You need to be familiar with your RMD for the year. It is based on your IRA account value as of December 31 of the  
prior year and an IRS Distribution Period (factor) based on your age from a Uniform Lifetime Table from the IRS. 
3.     Your total QCDôs cannot exceed your RMD for that year or $100,000 whichever is less. 
4.   You are responsible for knowing that you are donating to an IRS qualified charity. There are ways to check from IRS publications re-
garding a charity and most churches (including ours) qualify. 
5.    Recommend that you always go through your IRA Account Custodian/Broker to have them send the check directly to your selected 
charity with a notation that you are the donor. (Donôt get involved in handling the check – stay at armôs length). 
6.     Recommend that you always send the charity a letter indicating that you have directed your IRA Custodian to send them a check for 
the designated amount. Also request a letter from them acknowledging receipt of the check from the IRA Custodian once they receive it. 
This will support your claim of a QCD to the IRS if you are audited. 
7.    Recommend that you limit the use of the QCD to your annual or possibly semi-annual donation to a charity to simplify bookkeeping 
for you as well the charity. (You can use this procedure to donate to multiple charities.) 
8. Under current tax regulations, the amount of your QCD will count as part (or all) of your RMD, but the QCD mount will not be con-

sidered a taxable distribution and will also reduce your taxable income. Note that you cannot claim any QCD amount as an itemized 
deduction if you choose to itemize, but your benefit is generally greater by reducing your taxable  

income. 
9.  It is a little tricky when you prepare your income tax return, but you essentially show the total amount you took for your RMD. Then 
there are instructions to tell you where to make the notation on the tax form to exclude the QCD amounts from taxable income. If you use a 
tax prep program it will walk you through it as well. 
10.  Be aware that tax laws can change so stay abreast of new developments. 
Thus the Qualified Charitable Distribution can truly be a Win-Win.  While all of this might seem a bit complicated, it really is fairly 
straightforward once you have tried it.  An example is included to demonstrate potential tax savings.  
 

Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team  

Illustration of Effect 
Of Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) 

In Lieu of Paying Out-Of-Pocket 
 

         Directing 
      Paying $10,000 $10,000 QCD 
      Donation Yourself From IRA 
 
Gross Income (Incl. $10,000 IRA W/D $100,000 
              paid to you to make donation] 
OR 
 

Gross Income (No direct IRA W/D; instead, IRA   $90,000 
 Custodian pays $10,000 RMD to charity as QCD)  (QCD reduces income)   
 

[You pay $10,000 to charity – No itemized  
  deduction, due to std. deduction]  XXXXXX    N/A  
 

Std. Deduction (Married Filing Jointly) (24,000)  (24,000)        
Additional Std. Deduction (both >65) (  2,600)  (  2,600) 
 

Taxable Income       73,400     63,400 
 

Tax           8,430       7,230 
 

Tax Savings to Donor           0     $ 1,200 
 

Charity Receives Donation   $10,000  $10,000 
[No difference] 
 

Note: This is a simplified example assuming a married couple over age 65 filing jointly,  using the 2018 Standard Deduction, 
Additional Standard Deduction and 2018 Tax Table. Check the 2019 IRS information and Tax tables for 2019 for changes.  
Couple is eligible to take $10,000 Required Minimum distribution from their IRA but has Custodian transfer it as a Qualified 
Charitable Distribution. 

mailto:hannah@fpcgriffin.org


We serve in November 

Just a reminder 
 

The church leadership team/staff meets most Tuesday 
mornings from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm. If we donôt  

answer the phone, please leave a message and we will 
call you back soon. 

November 
Elder in Charge 

 

Ed Springer, Jr.  

Church Hour Nursery Age Limits 
 

The nursery during the church hour is for 
children in Pre-K and below. No child older 

than 4 should be in there. This is for the safe-
ty of our toddlers. 

Thanks for your cooperation, 
           Your CE Ministry Team 

Communion Servers  
November 3rd 

 

Ed Springer Jr., Captain  
Bill Baldwin  
Becki Brown  

Bonnie Pfrogner  
Bob Bugg  
Sid Esary 

November 3 - No Childrenôs Message  
November 10 - Drew Elling  
November 17 - Hannah Lentz  
November 24 - Cindy Baynham  

John Aldridge, Captain  
Bryan Aldridge  
Tim Brown  
Becki Brown  
Martha Dennis, Alt.  
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Worship Assistants 
 

November 3 - Pat Brown  
November 10 - Tiffany Doran  

November 17 - Cindy Baynham  
November 24 - Ina Jones  

Communion will be served on  
Sunday, November 3rd. Please prayerfully 
prepare to receive the sacrament. 
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Newsletter deadline for the December 
newsletter is November 22nd. 

Dates & Stuff 

11/10/1984 - Bob & Roi Bugg 
11/11/2006 - Matthew & Tiffany Doran 

2 - Marty Lang 
4 - Michael Rockholt 
11 - Kameron Hamby  

12 - Konrad Li 
16 - Sharon Norris 

22 - Joanne Sprayberry 
23 - Jim Skinner 
24 - David Kirby 
25 - Drew Elling 

29 - Katrina Springer 
30 - Anne Mixon 
30 - Jessica Key 

The next regular  
Session meeting will 
be Sunday, December 
1st. This will be the last 
meeting for our  
outgoing members: Art 
Hammond, Debbie 
Hammond, Mike  
Biddle and Bill  
Baldwin. Thank you 
for your service! We 
might even have cake! 

Operation Christmas Child dedication is November 17th! Our 
goal is 125 boxes! 

The Griffin Community Thanksgiving 
service will be on Sunday, November 24th 
at 4 p.m. Our host this year will be St. 
Georgeôs Episcopal Church. Hanging of the 
Greens supper and service will follow at 
FPC at 5:30 p.m. 

1st and 3rd Menôs Breakfast at 
Chick-fil-a will meet on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays of November 
at 8 a.m. (11/6 and 11/20). Join us 
and invite a friend! 

Stewardship Sunday is 
November 10th. Please 
prayerfully prepare your 
pledge card for 2020 and 
bring it for the  
dedication. 

Hanging of the Greens 
supper and service will 
be on Sunday, November 
24th at 5:30 p.m. following 
the Community  
Thanksgiving service at 
St. Georgeôs Episcopal. 

Veterans Day 
recognition is also 
November 10th.  

Daylight savings is 11/3. Fall back! Turn your clocks back an 
hour Saturday night! 

The First Sunday of Ad-
vent will be December 1st! 
Please prayerfully prepare 
for the season. 



1349 Macon Road 
Griffin, GA  30224 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10TH IS PLEDGE CARD DEDICATION SUNDAY 
 

Submitting a pledge card with your anticipated tithe or offering for 2020 really helps 
the Session determine if the proposed budget can be attained. Please prayerfully  
consider your ability to help us reach our goal.  
Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically, as something done for the Lord and not 
for men, knowing that you will receive the reward of an inheritance from the 

Lord. You serve the Lord Christ. – Colossians 3:23-24 
 

Thank you. 
 

Your Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team  

 

 


