NEWS
October 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
175 Hours for 175 Years
As we begin our celebration of 175 years, what is the best way to honor our past and our Lord, but also
begin our new future together? The answer is to worship and serve. Let us build on the faithful foundation of worship and service that has been handed to us by our mothers and fathers in the faith.
Of course, we will worship in the coming weeks ahead, but I want to challenge us to see if we can log
175 hours of service, too, out in our community. Service opens up opportunity for relationship building, but also natural and comfortable spiritual conversation. You will see below some traditional opportunities that you can jump in on. Sign-ups will be in the Narthex. However, everything we do will
count. You might be surprised how many hours we can log together. For example, you can spend an
hour in a nursing home. You can mentor a child. You can rake leaves for a neighbor in need. Just
think of what you already are doing to share the love and light of Jesus Christ and count it, but also try
something new to stretch yourself and help grow the Kingdom.
Remember WWJD? It really is a great tool for planning our days and executing our ministry and mission. I once heard someone say, “We are the most like Jesus when we serve.” I have to agree. I cannot
think of a better way to kick off our celebration then by stepping up our service. We will have a display and a log in the Narthex beginning October 9th. Check it out.
WWJD? with you,

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Youth

We serve in October
October
Church Preschool Workers
(age 2 - K)
10-2: Mike & Wendy Biddle
10-9: Lisa Singley & Barbara McTigue
10-16: Eddie & Elaine Huffman
10-23: Wayne & Patty Boylan
10-30: Mike & Maggie Rockholt

Communion will be served
on Sunday, October 2nd.
Elder in Charge
Sid Esary

Communion Servers
October 2

October

Ushers
Diane Gordon, Captain
Jim Campbell
Michael Rockholt
Brian Moran
Brenda Huckaby, Alternate

So if you are anything like me, then you have stuff. What I mean by stuff, is that
you have things that used to mean something to you or that you used until something better came along. However for some reason you just can’t bring yourself to
get rid of it. Well, October 23rd is going to be your lucky day!! PYF is going to
have an amazing scavenger hunt called Bigger or Better. The game works like
this: groups of students will go around town to members of our church and bring
an item with them. Then they will ask if you have anything bigger or better than
this. The team that returns with the biggest or best item will win the game.
I am asking members to sign up to be a participating house for the game, and feel
free to recruit neighbors into the game. I know there are some competitive people
out there, who would like nothing more than to give the winning team the biggest
or best item. So please sign up and participate in this fun night, the more homes
that we have on the map the bigger and better the game will be. You can sign up
to be apart of the game by replying by email or signing up on the PYF Bulletin
Board. Thank you so much for your support and your stuff!!!
P.S. You do not have to keep the traded item, we will bring it back with
us…..unless it is something you have always wanted :)
Seth
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October

Children’s Message
Oct. 2 - Seth Brown
Oct. 9 - Dianne Pinson
October 16 - Pastor Drew
October 23 - Ina Jones
October 30 - Lou Baldwin

Sid Esary, Captain
Wendi Kirby
Lou Baldwin
John Craig
John Allison
Ina Jones
Andy Musser
Ralph Jones
Stewart Esary
Bill Day

Congregational Care
Wednesday, Oct. 19th
On October 19th , the Wednesday night before the Kirkin'
service, a traditional Scottish meal will be served at 5:45 at
the church. Donations will be accepted. We will have an

opportunity for you to sign up closer to the 19th.

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans
After the Kirkin' service on Sunday, October 23,
a covered dish meal will be shared. Chicken
will be provided. Please bring a side dish.
The Wee Scottish Games will be held immediately after the meal.

Thank you!
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for all of the prayers, calls, visits and food that you brought
while I was sick. It was truly appreciated by both of us.
Sincerely,
Joyce
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Kirkin' o' the Tartans
The Kirkin' o' the Tartan is a ceremony of
American origin which emphasizes
heritage and family and how
God has blessed us and our ancestors.

History of the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans
The Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan is an ancient Scottish ceremony whereby the
clans annually rededicated their families to God. The ceremony had its
beginning in this country during World War II, when the late Dr. Peter
Marshall, a member of the St. Andrews Society and Chaplain of the U.S.
Senate preached a number of sermons in support to the British War Relief and the Scottish Clans Evacuation Plan. Dr. Marshall’s sermons
were popular and a request was made for their publication, with the proceeds from the sales designated for war relief programs. When asked
for a title to his sermon of May 2, 1943, Dr. Marshall suggested the
name Kirkin' o' the Tartans.

WHAT: Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans, with Bag Piper, Dr. Bruce Reid
WHERE: First Presbyterian Church, an ECO Church
1349 Macon Highway, Griffin, Georgia. 30224
WHEN: Sunday, October 23rd at 11:00 am
Pot-luck lunch after the service, then the “Wee Scottish Games” later for the children
NOTE: The blessing of the tartans is part of a Sunday worship service at the church
and open to everyone, whether of Scottish ancestry or not.
During the service, clans (families) come forward
to have the tartans of their clan receive a blessing.
When families present their tartans,
it is a response of faith.
Families present their tartans as a sign
that they acknowledge
the providence and sovereignty of God
and are seeking God’s blessing.
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Would you like to purchase a tartan?
Would you like to purchase a family tartan, kilt, scarf or tie? Perhaps the
websites below will be helpful.
http://www.kilts.com/
http://www.scotyard.com/
Http://www.kilts-n-stuff.com/
Http://www.scottish.com/
When searching for a family tartan:
Remember that surname sources may suggest a clan tartan which doesn't
appear to have any connection with your surname. The reason for this is
that all members of a particular clan needn't necessarily have the same
surname. There were many others who were allied or dependent families
who would owe their allegiance to the more powerful clan and would, when required, support them in battles. If it was in the days when clan tartans existed, then they would naturally wear that clan tartan.
Look back
If you can't unearth a connection in the surname search, then
the next step - if you're sure there's Scottish blood in the family - is to look as far back as you can at your family history
and make a list of the surnames on the male and female side.
One of those may prove to have a clan - and therefore a tartan
- connection.
Surname spellings
One of the reasons for a nil return is often that the spelling of
your surname has changed over the years. For example:
Mc is just an abbreviation for Mac and is not a different surname; neither does it indicate that you're Irish. So. . . . if your
name is spelled 'Mc' and you can't find anything, then search
again using 'Mac'. And do try alternative spellings for other
names that are causing a problem.
Other connections?
If you know the District where your family originated, you might
choose a District tartan. One last throw of the dice is to look at any
other tartan connections that any of your forebears might have
had. If one was a Minister then why not think about the Priest or
Clergy tartan . . . . or a connection with a Scottish regiments . . .
Or with a particular university or church or major event for which
there is a tartan. Cast the net far and wide!
Still nothing?
Then fall back on what we call universal tartans - the Royal Stewart, Hunting Stewart, Black Watch, Jacobite and a growing band
of modern tartans intended for general use.
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Important Dates
October Birthdays
1 - Eden Elling
4 - Ralph Jones
5 - Pat Brown
5 - Sara Lee Esary
6 - Jon Geerlings
7 - Art Hammond
8 - Emily Elling
8 - Bill Johnson
10 - Donna Krepps
11 - Robin Reahard
17 - Bob Bugg
18 - Bill Holmes
18 - Sowah Simmonds
19 - Caleb Crumpler
20 - Megan Armour
20 - Bryan Aldridge
22 - Bryan Chipman
22 -Vince Kiley
24 - Angela Griggs
30 - Joyce Kirby
30 - Karlene Hollender
31 - Bob Gordon

There will be a Congregational Meeting to
elect new officers on Sunday, October 16.

Griffin Bible Study
Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!

October Anniversaries
10/8/1994 - Darren & Sharon Norris
10/13/2001 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
10/14/2006 - Stewart & Allison Esary
10/17/1985 - Eddie & Elaine Huffman

Session meetings:
The next Session meeting will be Sunday, October 2nd, after worship.
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, October 9th, at 9:15 am.

That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

Facilities

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, October 3rd,
at noon at the church.

No Workday Woes
I send a huge thank you to the 13 ready, willing, and abled-bodied folks who gave of their Saturday time to
improve our building and grounds. We completed many tasks and enjoyed the fellowship. I heard one
member say to another, "You know, I never really knew you before today." Mission Accomplished!

Griffin-Spalding County schools are out for Fall Break October 10th - 14th.
Door Casings
175th Anniversary Committee
will meet Tuesday, October 4th,
at 11:00 am at the church.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

The Facilities' Team will be painting the door
casings in the main building. Each casing will
cost about $30. If anyone would like to pay
for a door, please see Lou Baldwin for info or
make a check to the church and note Second
Mile Money/Paint on the memo line. 175
years is fast approaching and our facility
is beginning to shine! "I give thanks to my
God through Jesus Christ for all of you"......
Romans 1:8

Kudos to Martha Dennis who
has accepted the challenge to
manage our church library. She
would love another hand if
someone would step up, and if
someone has any knowledge of the Dewey Decimal System that would be great also! Our precious
library is small so please be mindful of that and try
not to use it as a depository for the books you
would like to discard from your home. We simply
have no room. Let Martha and her helpers begin to
manage so we can see what we DO have and what
we might need or want!
Thank You
Lou Baldwin
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Christian Education
October Church-wide Memory Verse
Again, the Kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls,
and upon finding one pearl of great value,
he went and sold all that he had, and bought it.

Mission & Outreach
Jesus said “Go!” so we go, “Feed!” so we feed, “Make disciples” so we make disciples in His Name.
The church is a hospital for sinners and a launching pad for missional service in our community and “to
the ends of the earth”.

Matthew 13:45-46

Happenings in Hope Town
Down in the children's wing, exciting things have been happening in Sunday
School. In August, the kids spent the month learning about Elijah and his
fiery chariot. In September, they immersed themselves in the Fruits of the
Spirit. They've heard and seen and interacted with God's Word in a variety
of exciting ways: through story, art, music and movement, and games. Each
week, the Word is planted more deeply in their precious little hearts. Please
know that if your children aren't there, they are missed very much.

Coming to Hope Town

Opportunities to Serve in October
Tuesday, October 18th - Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
Saturday, October 29th - Rushton’s Hope meal

Sun City Taste of Churches
Several of us will be participating in the Sun City Taste of Churches on Saturday, October
1st. We will be sharing about our church and inviting new people to join us. Of course, you
can do the same in your neck of the woods!

This month the children will explore the Kingdom of God through Jesus' Kingdom Parables. This is
how Jesus taught His disciples about His eternal Kingdom. What is life like when we step aside and
ask God To lead? How do we participate in the Kingdom? The children will learn that God's Kingdom is here now, within and among us through the Holy Spirit.

Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church Bible Study will meet Monday morning,
October 10th, at 10:15 in Fellowship Class room.
Bible verses to be read are Matthew 5-7:13. Key scripture to be discussed is Matthew 13:51-53. Members are encouraged to read the
book of Matthew before studying this lesson.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June
with H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends
from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in
a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not have to be trained in medicine. This trip
will also be with H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. There will be
a sign-up sheet in the narthex.

All women in church are invited to attend.
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Coming soon....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Hours of Service
th

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.

Ma k e You r Ow n Ch r i s t m a s
Or n a m e n t K e e p s a k e s

Com m u n i t y Th a n k s g i vi n g S e r vi c e

S a t u r d a y, Oct ob er 1
1 0 a .m . – Noon
or
Tu es d a y, Octob er 4
6 :3 0 p .m . – 8 :3 0 p .m .
or
Wed n es d a y, Oct ob er 1 9
3 :3 0 p .m . – 5 :3 0 p .m .

En joy Th a n k s g i vi n g
w i t h y ou r Fa m i l y

FPC S a n ct u a r y
S u n d a y, Novem b er 2 0
4 :0 0 p .m .

Th u r s d a y, Novem b er 2 4

In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

Aft e r n oon Mu s i c a l Pr og r a m
S a t u r d a y, Novem b er 2 6
3 :0 0 p .m .

Hou r s of S e r vi c e
Goa l : 1 7 5 h ou r s
S a t u r d a y, Oct ob er 2 9 –
S a t u r d a y, Novem b er 5

1 7 5 t h Ce le br a t ion S e r vic e
S u n d a y, Novem b er 2 7
1 1 :0 0 a .m .
Lu n ch eon to Follow
(d ea d lin e for lu n ch eon r es er va t ion s
is Nov. 1 0 t h )

Cove r e d Di s h S u p p e r
a nd
Ce l e br a t i on of Hou r s of S e r vi c e
Wed n es d a y, Novem b er 9
6 :0 0 p .m .

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet is available in the Narthex
No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 – 10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
or

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
We have the boxes or you can provide your own.
Check with Debbie Hammond or come by the church office.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19 – 3:30PM TO 5:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

