NEWS
October 2019
Pastor Drew’s Views: Community Groups at FPC
Two Community Groups started in September at FPC. We hope three more will
start in January. The purpose of community groups is for fellowship, study, prayer and
outreach. The groups will meet in the host homes, if possible. They will be made up of
church members, friends of members, and neighbors of the host. The idea is to “adopt”
the community around the host home and practicing friendship evangelism. Groups will
never be technically “closed. Once groups have met a while, certain members may sense
a call to start a new group.
Tim Keller says, “Community is the most critical venue for discipleship and
growth”. Groups are one of the best ways to build community and grow our church. You
might say, “I have no time”. I’ve never had time either, but every time Jen and I have
been in a group, it’s been time well spent. Let me know today if you want to be in a
group and get connected deeper than ever.
Let’s Grow Together!

Pastor Drew

Website: www.fpcgriffin.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

Philippians 1:3-6

On behalf of my family and me, we want
to say thank you for all that you did during
Doug’s extended illness and recent death.
The visits, the food, the prayers and your
friendship meant so much to him and to all
of us. He loved this church and all of its
members, and I pray that you will
remember him and his laughter and joy.
- Pat Brown

Mission, Outreach, & Evangelism
Jesus said “Go”, so let’s GO! Here are some opportunities to serve together with
unconditional “agape” love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church office):

Abundant Life Soup
Kitchen

Back the Blue

We will serve together again at the
soup kitchen on Tuesday, 10/16
from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. If you
haven’t tried this yet, it is a great
opportunity to serve in our
community with the love of Christ
and also get the word out about
who we are.

Back the Blue has served free
coffee and a Chick-fil-a biscuit to
over 30 officers so far. FPC. We
had 13 officers join us for a free cup
of coffee and a Chick-fil-a biscuit
on 9/10. They were so appreciative.
We will do this monthly now on the
2nd Tuesday at 8:30 a.m.

“In a few weeks I hope to begin a Bible storytelling training for pastors. Please
pray with me that this will not only be fruitful in deepening the church’s Biblical
understanding and expanding their ability to share the Gospel in a culturally
relevant way, but that grasp of the Gospel would work deeply into the hearts of
believers of different churches.” – George Mixon of SERGE Kenya
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Remember our shut-ins.
Send a “Thinking About You” card or note.
Here is a list of our members who are not able to get out and about.
Remember them in your prayers, send them a card, give them a call, drop by to visit.
Let’s don’t forget them!

Mission Trip at FPC!
Hey, please be in prayer for a possible
upcoming mission trip. It’s time to serve!
More details to come.

Cereal Sunday
The first Sunday of each month, FPC Griffin has the honor to participate in "CEREAL
SUNDAY". We ask members to bring bags or boxes of dry cereal and place them in the
grocery cart located in the Narthex, near the wing of the
Children's hall. This FOOD PANTRY ministry provides many poor and homeless
individuals a nutritious meal that can either be eaten dry or with milk. Please bring
cereal on Sunday, October 6th.
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5 Loaves and 2 Fish Food Pantry
Habitat for Humanity, Griffin
Christian Women's Center
Spalding Samaritans
Young Life
Young Lives
Rushton's Hope
Backpack food 4 Kids
Thornwell Home
Serge - George Mixon
Cru - Ralph Elliott
Frontier Fellowship - Cody Watson
International Messengers
Mission Hope
Emily Elling- Youth with a Mission
Special purpose

We hope to be giving you information about each of these ministries in the coming months.

Quotes from one of our mission partners:

Join FPC at the Fair! We will run a game
again this year, hand out prizes and meet
people again this year. Wear your FPC
shirts! Sign ups in the Narthex.

Our church is currently giving to 8 local ministries and 6 International ministries and to Thornwell
Children's Home in Clinton S.C. Listed below are the percentages from our offerings that go to each
ministry:

Darlene Chipman
Pruitt Health Monroe
4796 Highway 42 North
Forsyth, GA 31209

Connie Kendrick
Breman Jewish Home
3150 Howell Mill Road NW
Atlanta, GA 30327-2108

Anne Mixon
Brightmoor Assisted Living
3223 Newnan Rd.
Griffin, GA 30223

Richard & Jane Gaston
1809 Maple Drive
Griffin, GA 30224

Donna Krepps
1705 Oak Knoll Road
Griffin, GA 30223

Michael & Maggie Rockholt
1211 Pebble rock Road
Hampton, GA 30228

Ione Kelly
3223 Newnan Rd., P-9
Griffin, GA 30223

Marty Lang
201 Crosstown Drive
Peachtree City, GA 30269

Richard Turner
929 Springer Drive
Griffin, GA 30224
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Congregational Care
In September, several Men of the Church and guests enjoyed BULLETS & BURGERS and
FELLOWSHIP at Russell Johnson’s. Thank you, Russell, for hosting this event!
YOU MUST COME!!!
Taste O’ Kirkin’ and Shoebox Kick Off Supper
Wednesday, October 23, 6p.m.
Soup provided; bring your favorite salad/side and/or dessert to share
Special Guests: Laurie and Rocky Bailey, piper and drummer
Operation Christmas Child is underway!
Pick up your shoeboxes and a packing information brochure.
Dedication Sunday is November 17.
October Meal Coordinator is Ruth Allison.
Remember to contact the church office, Debbie Hammond, Bonnie Pfrogner or Bill Baldwin if you
know of someone in the congregation who may need a call or visit.

Did You Know???
Rev. Henry L. Deane, originally from New England, came to
Griffin in 1841 to help organize the Presbyterian Church.
November 27, 1841 the church was founded and he was
invited to become the stated supply. Mr. Deane’s home was
on the southeast corner of Hill and East College Streets. The
house consisted of the “old part” and the “new part”. The
“old part” was built in McDonough and was brought to
Griffin by oxen before the Civil War. The house remained in
the Deane family until purchased and donated to the
Historical Society in 1983. The Historical Society moved the
house to 230 West College Street to save it from destruction.
A sign on the building says “Circa 1852”. The house is still
there!
Macon artist, Sterling Everett, drew a set of six historical
buildings in Griffin for the Historical Society, including the
Deane House. A copy of the print has been located and will
be placed in the Church Library.

Thank you to all who have provided meals for our church family! It is such a blessing to see how
much we all care for and reach out to one another.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 2019
Declare His Glory Among the Nations
Psalm 96:3

Dedication Sunday: November 17
GOAL – 125 BOXES
FPC Kick Off at the Taste O’ Kirkin’ Supper
Wednesday, October 23

The Arts are Alive in Griffin!
The 2019-2020 Season begins in September
Sept 25-Oct 6: Main Street Players (mainstreetplayers.org) – “Fireflies”
Oct 17: Griffin Choral Arts (griffinchoralarts.org) -- Psalms
Oct 25-26: Griffin Ballet Theatre (griffinballettheatre.org)– Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland
Griffin-Spalding Art Association: Art Gallery on the first floor at the Welcome Center;
painting with Art Association members Thursdays (10a-2p) at First Methodist Christian
Enrichment Ctr.
Griffin Academy of Music (facebook.com/griffinacademyofmusic) – students of all ages
can learn to sing or play guitar, bass, ukulele, piano, drums, violin or cello.

No time to pack a box? Go to www.samaritanspurse.org to
Build A Shoebox For Me ($25)

Remember: THE MOST IMPORTANT THING YOU CAN PUT INTO A SHOEBOX
IS YOUR PRAYER. ASK GOD TO USE YOUR GIFTS AND THE CHURCHES WHO
HAND THEM OUT TO BLESS BOYS AND GIRLS AND SHARE THE TRUE
MEANING OF CHRISTMAS, THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS
CHRIST. THROUGH OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD AND THE GREATEST
JOURNEY, DOORS FOR THE GOSPEL ARE BEING OPENED WORLDWIDE!
$9.00 DONATION/SHOEBOX GIFT
(to cover shipping and other ministry expenses)

Sunday, October 27 –
Sunday, November 10 –
Sunday, November 17 –
Sunday, November 24 –
Church

Looking Ahead...

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans Lunch after Worship.
Celebration Potluck Lunch: Stewardship and Veteran’s Day
Shoebox Dedication
Community Thanksgiving Service at St. George’s Episcopal
4pm
Hanging of the Greens – Supper at 5:30pm and Decorate
Thursday, November 28 - Thanksgiving

Need more information, visit www.samaritanspurse.org
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Youth

Stewardship & Finance

The students in PYF are starting in on a new curriculum this Fall! Thread by YM360 has two main
goals that match this church’s heartbeat.
1. The Big Picture of Scripture.
The students will be given the full narrative of the Bible. Key characters. Key events. They will be
shown and taught how all things in Scripture work together to tell the FULL story of the Good News.
2. The Gospel.
Our youth will be taught in a clear way what the Gospel is, and how it literally courses through the
WHOLE Bible. They will see how from creation that the Lord seeks to draw humankind to Himself
through the grace of the Gospel.
This is something you don’t want to miss! Make your teens and preteens don’t miss out on this
wonderful amount of scriptural teaching!
Wednesday Nights:
If you haven’t heard, PYF meets on
Wednesday nights now instead of Sunday
nights! It’s still the same fun games, good
food, and Bible centered teaching. We
start at 5:30pm and go until 6:45pm.

Hope Town Kids
If you’ve ever heard of an escape room, you know the goal is pretty clear: to escape! In the book of
Exodus, God’s people had the same goal when they became enslaved in Egypt. In an escape room,
people work together to follow instructions and solve puzzles to find freedom. In the story of the Exodus,
God’s people find freedom by witnessing God’s miracles and following God’s leadership through Moses.
You may never be trapped in a room or taken captive, but we need help from God. In this series, kids will
see that when they’re in trouble, God can send people to help them, God can help them do great things,
God can do anything, and God is with them.
Other Information:
Something spooktatular is coming this
October! Be on the look out for more
detail about First Pres’ first Trunk or Treat!
Christmas is going to be here before we
know it! This means The Kris Kingle Day
AND the Christmas play! Make sure that
you are your little ones signed up for both
of these fun events!
And like always, we can never have too
many Sunday School teachers. Please
consider serving in this ministry!
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Let Us Honor The Lord With Our Giving
Last month we discussed the importance of people giving of their time and talents as an integral
part of Stewardship. Another critical part of Stewardship is the giving of tithes and offerings to
support the financial needs of our church and its mission in the community and the world. Each
Session Ministry Team has been requested to submit their proposed budget for the year 2020.
Once reviewed, the proposed budget will be available for your information and will become the
target for our 2020 monetary drive. The success of that drive dictates whether the proposed
budget can be approved or if Ministry Teams will be required to reduce their requests for funds.
It should be noted that typically our budget does not cover all of our costs. The many
improvements that have been accomplished to upgrade our facility have not come from
budgeted funds. People have graciously donated additional funds (Second Mile money) over
and above their pledged giving, to support specific projects. Others quietly purchase needed
items or donate equipment and services without ever requesting reimbursement. Without such
giving our budget requirements would be substantially greater and likely unattainable with our
current membership.
We recognize that monetary giving is a very personal thing. Some folks have personal or family
circumstances that limit their ability to contribute. Others are in a better position to tithe and
contribute to “Second Mile” projects. However, it is together as a church family that we strive
to reach our monetary goals. Each and every contribution is important to our success. We ask
that you prayerfully consider your ability to help us reach First Presbyterian’s 2020 goal.
Thank you,
Your Stewardship and Finance Ministry Team
“Remember this, whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
And whoever sows generously will also reap generously.
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver”
2 Corinthians 9:6-7

Community Groups
Community Groups

We currently have two active groups. Another group will start in January. Please pray about joining
a group or starting one in your neighborhood:
Williamson group (Ellings, Springers, Reahards)… started in September
Rhodes Lane Group (Robby Jones, Biddles)… started in September
Local Griffin Group 1 (Baynhams, Jones’)… starting in January
Local Griffin Group 2 (need hosts)… starting in January
Sun City Group (need hosts)… starting in January
Contact Pastor Drew if you’re interested in joining a group OR hosting. See his
article for more info on Community Groups at FPC!
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We serve in September

Dates & Stuff

Communion Servers

October 6 - No Children’s Message
October 13 - Drew Elling
October 20 - Hannah Lentz
October 27 - Diane Gordon

October 6th
Tom Baynham, Captain
Bob Gordon
Diane Gordon
Lou Baldwin
Trey Jones
Tim Brown

Worship Assistants
October 6 - Cindy Baynham
October 13 - Katrina Springer
October 20 - Jennifer Elling
October 27 - Tim Brown

Bob Gordon, Captain
Joel Hemphill
Nikki Hemphill
Wayne Griggs
Diane Gordon, Alt.

The church leadership team/staff meets most Tuesday
mornings from 11:00 am - 12:00 pm. If we don’t
answer the phone, please leave a message and we will
call you back soon.

The nursery during the church hour is for
children in Pre-K and below. No child older
than 4 should be in there. This is for the safety of our toddlers.
Thanks for your cooperation,
Your CE Ministry Team
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Come Get Your Blessings Concert was a
success!
We had over 60 people come on Sunday,
September 15th to receive their blessing!
Thank you to Frank Taylor for your tireless,
prayerful efforts! It was a GREAT day!

October
Elder in Charge
Tom Baynham

The next regular
Session meeting
will be Sunday,
November 3rd
after worship.

Wednesday Night Supper will be on
Wednesday, 10/23 for Taste of Kirkin’ at 6
p.m. The Bailey’s will be here to give us a
bagpipe preview. Bob Gordon will make his
famous soup! We will also pass out shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. Join
us!

1st and 3rd Men’s Breakfasts are
on Wednesdays now! Men and
boys join us on 10/2 and 10/16 at
8 a.m. at the Chick-fil-a off Taylor
Street for fellowship and a brief
devotion. Join us and invite a
friend!

Just a reminder

Church Hour Nursery Age Limits

10/8/1994 - Darren & Sharon Norris
10/13/2001 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson

There will be a
Congregational Meeting
on Sunday, 10/20 after
worship for the purpose of
electing new officers.

1 - Eden Elling
4 - Ralph Jones
5 - Pat Brown
5 - Sara Lee Esary
7 - Art Hammond
8 - Emily Elling
10 - Donna Krepps
11 - Robin Reahard
12 - Charlie Springer
17 - Bob Bugg
18 - Bill Holmes
18 - Sowah Simmonds
20 - Bryan Aldridge
22 -Vince Kiley
24 - Angela Griggs
30 - Joyce Kirby
30 - Karlene Hollender
31 - Bob Gordon
31 - Scott NeSmith

Communion will be served on Sunday, October 6th
for World Communion Sunday. Join us!

ECO Presbytery of the South is Oct. 4-5 in Athens, GA. Please
pray.

Kirkin o’ the Tartan
is Sunday, October
27th. Please wear your
kilt OR Tartan colors!

Newsletter deadline for the November
newsletter is October 21st.
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

Inviting can be tough sometimes. If you invite 20 different people to church
and get one to come, that’s a success! However, keep it up. God will use you in
a special way if you put yourself out there for Him.

