NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.

8

Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill

4

5

Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods

2

There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill

4

5

Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill

4

5

Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.

3

Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.

6

Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.

7

Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):
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George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.

3

Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM

10

11

1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill

4

5

Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.

6

Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.

3

Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill

4

5

Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):
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George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods

2

There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

NEWS
September 2016
Pastor Drew’s Views
There is Power in Our Fellowship
We had a great summer at FPC! God is doing some amazing things in our midst through ministries
like Sports Camp. It is exciting to see your enthusiasm for ministry and mission in our community.
Our sovereign God will use these expressions of faith and obedience to build His Kingdom near and
far. Keep up the good work.
Of course, the best way to keep it up is by staying grounded in worship, fellowship and study together.
The more we return to these basic building blocks for a healthy church, the more our enthusiasm will
grow for ministry and mission in our community and “even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
There is an unbelievable power in the church that we all need, especially in this increasingly violent,
“godless” world we live in. The source of this power is God who lives in us and through us to one
another and to the world. As Hebrews says, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” I
hope you will join every chance you get this year with the faith that God is here among us, and He is
ready to work in you and in us together.
See you in church!

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Bullets and BBQ
The men of the church will gather for fellowship and
BBQ over a little skeet shooting. We will gather at the
Russell Johnson farm on Tuesday, September 20th at 5
p.m. Bring your favorite gun and ammo, and a side to
share. Clay pigeons will be provided.

The office will be closed on Monday, September 5th.

Mission & Outreach

Saving Lives in addition to Souls Through CPR

Missional focus for September
Here are some opportunities to serve together with agape love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the office):

th

George Mixon will be in worship on September 18 to share
more about ministry in Kenya
Here’s a quote from George : “I am excited to report that twelve of the trainees
from our year long course have begun following our forty week training plan. With
ten to fifteen pastors in each of these trainee-led trainings, plus another thirty plus
in our new group in Nairobi, this means that almost 200 Kenyan pastors will be
going through the training this year!”

Rushton’s Hope
If you would like to help at Rushton’s Hope
this Saturday, the 3rd, please sign up in the
narthex or call the church office. We begin
at 10:00 am and will help serve a meal,
serve in the clothing closet, and might even
help with a craft for the children. And, we
will share the love of Jesus Christ! We’ll be
done at 1:00 pm. Rushton’s Hope is at the
corner of 9th Street and Solomon St., across
the railroad tracks by Journey Church.

Soup Kitchen
We will serve at
the Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
again on
September 20th.
Check for sign ups in the Narthex.

Spalding Samaritans
Here’s a quote from Spalding Samaritans: “Spalding Samaritans has been in existence since 2002 for the
purpose of extending care and benevolent help “to the stranger next door” in Spalding County. For over 14
years we have remained true to that original purpose.
You can assist the work of Spalding Samaritans in several ways:
 You can pray for SS and its volunteers
 You can make a financial donation to SS by sending your donation to P.O. Box 2097; Griffin, GA
30224.
 You can volunteer during our intake times, which are the first and third Tuesday afternoons from
12:30 – 2 p.m.

Food Pantry Contributions
In August, we delivered the following items to the food pantry:
28 boxes of cereal
1 package each of rice, peanut butter, jelly, mayonnaise, and sardines
5 canned goods
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There are 326,000 cardiac arrests yearly -- also known as sudden death caused by cessation of the heartbeat. Successful out-of-hospital resuscitation is rare since most observers are untrained causing a dismal
survival rate of 6%. In-hospital cardiac arrest has a survival rate of 24% or more depending on how soon
the event is noticed and treated, the patient’s medical history and the degree of training of the hospital
personnel. The longer it takes to begin treatment the survival as well as the neurologic function of the
victim worsens. If a person is trained in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and also has access to a
defibrillator to correct the heart’s rhythm, the survival and neurologic function is much improved.
Importantly, about 70 – 80% of cardiac arrests occur in the home and 46% are witnessed by someone
who has no idea what to do to help! We want to change this and we will offer training here in the church
for those who want to join either our team through a certification process (~ 2hr), or for those who just
want to learn basic CPR which takes about 30 minutes. I have a friend who collapsed in cardiac arrest
several years ago in Ingles Market in Barnesville, a person in line behind him had recently taken the
CPR training -- she resuscitated him and he was soon back at work with full neurologic function. I (Bill)
had a cardiac arrest in 2012, luckily in the Spalding Emergency room, and was immediately resuscitated
and defibrillated – PTL.
Because of the high incidence of cardiac arrest and the poor prognosis if untreated, the FPC Session
voted last year to procure a defibrillator and to begin training members of the congregation in CPR and
defibrillator use. The cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and automated external defibrillator (AED)
team is under management of the M and O committee. We have supported this effort for the past year
and have compiled a team of 30 members trained and certified by an American Heart Association professional trainer. This is an important asset for our church given the fact that the Institute of Medicine
says that “effective treatment for cardiac arrest demands an immediate response from an individual to
recognize cardiac arrest, call 911, start CPR, and use an AED”. We have the most advanced automated
defibrillator available. Our team is recertified every two years and has practice training sessions in between. The sooner cardiac compressions & breaths (CPR) are given and an AED is applied the survival
rate and neurologic outcome of the victim improve. There is a 10% decrease in survival for every passing minute between the moment of the arrest and the initiation of treatment. Sadly, only 3% of the US
population receives CPR training – let’s change this!
Every Sunday on a regular rotation, 4 members of our team are assigned specific duties in the event of
an event. We want to provide free CPR/AED certification training for 7 additional members of our congregation each year to become a member of our team.
If there is enough interest by the congregation who would like to learn CPR basics, we can do this after
church on Sundays. This does not lead to certification and there is no cost, please talk to Bill Farr, team
coordinator.

Medical Mission in March
Several of us went on a mission trip to Haiti in June with
H.O.M. (Haiti Outreach Mission) and friends from FPC Douglassville (ECO). If you are interested in a medical mission going to Haiti in March, please contact Pastor Drew. You do not
have to be trained in medicine. This trip will also be with
H.O.M. and FPC Douglasville. The deadline is September 4th.
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Congregational Care
First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship…
hint: it’s FRIED CHICKEN NIGHT!
Our first potluck will be Wednesday, September 14th at 6 p.m. in
the Activity Center. Fried chicken will be provided. Please bring
a side OR dessert to share. It will be 175th Anniversary preview
night. We will show a hilarious video from our 150th anniversary.
We also preview the schedule of events for our fall celebration.

We serve in September
September
2s and 3s Nursery
September 4 - John & Ruth Allison
September 11 - Angela & Wayne Griggs
September 18 - Kyle & Johnna Johnson
September 25 - Matt & Tiffany Doran

Elder in Charge

There will be a nursery available after dinner for the little ones plus there will be a fun activity for
the older kids. Mark your calendars! Our next potluck dinners will be October 19th and November
16th.

Youth
Well. PYF totally dominated SkyZone in Macon!! If you have
never been to SkyZone or have
no idea what it is. Then let me tell
you, it is a building full of trampolines. Some for just jumping,
some for dodgeball, some for
dunking on basketball goals, and
some for trying crazy tricks into a
foam pit!! What made it even better was that they turned off all the
lights and turned it into a glow in
the dark party!! We had so much
fun, but let me tell you I was feeling every bit of my age Sunday
morning. I want to thank Doug
Tingle and Rachel Tingle, and my
wife Emily Brown for coming along and investing in our students. I can guarantee that we will being going back!!

Communion Servers

Eddie Huffman

September

Ushers
John Aldridge, Captain
John Allison
Judy Hamilton
Gary Hollums
Bill Baldwin, Alternate

Communion will be
served on Sunday,
September 4th.

September 4
Eddie Huffman, Captain
Janice Aiken
Russell Johnson
Jim skinner
Joe Bailey
Marion Musser
Tom Hamilton
Diane Gordon
Kyle Johnson
Louise Thacker

September

Children’s Message
September 4 - Diane Gordon
September 11 - Ashley Moran
September 18 - Drew Elling
September 25 - Bob Bugg

Meet our Newest Members
Doug & Rachel Tingle, and their son, Drew

Also coming up PYF is going to be bringing in a representative from Evangelism Explosion to help us all
get more comfortable in sharing our faith. Evangelism Explosion has really worked on developing a
method that gets away for the door to door evangelism of years ago and focuses now on friendship and
everyday conversation that is adapted to this modern culture of social media interaction. Pray for our students and leaders as we learn this together.

Joel & Nikki Hemphill
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Facilities
Church Library
Another opportunity to
serve!!! Our church library
really needs someone to get
it organized. Can you or are
you willing at least to try? You don't have to
read too much. I promise! Please think about it
and see Lou Baldwin.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

We will have another work
day on Saturday, September 10th , from 9:00 am
until noon. We will working inside and out. Please
join us. Bring your
gloves and any tools, etc.
you think might be useful!
PROVIDED: work of all kinds, hot coffee, cold juice,
ham/sausage biscuits,
complete satisfaction
for a productive day!

Important Dates

Hi sweet ladies!! As you wrap up these last days of summer and look toward fall, we wanted you to know the details for Griffin
Bible Study's start date and new study so that you can be inviting anyone in your path that this might be an encouragement
to! We feel confident that no matter where someone is spiritually, this study can and will draw them (and each of us!) closer to
the Lord as we see Him for who He truly is!!
On Wednesday, August 31st at 9:30 a.m.
at First Presbyterian Church (1349 Macon Rd.)
Griffin Bible Study reconvened
& began a year-long study in the book of

ROMANS!!
That first Wednesday (on the 31st) was a chance to bring new friends, reconnect as a large group, get our workbooks, etc. Even
if you missed it, please come!! Please let us know only if you or someone you know will need childcare for the study so that
we can plan for that, but otherwise, simply invite women in your neighborhoods, churches, families, jobs, etc., and come on
Wednesday mornings! We can't wait to see you there!
Sincerely,
the Griffin Bible Study Leadership Team
PS....There will continue to be an evening option for those of you (and friends of yours) who need or would like to be a
part of "GBS P.M."....these groups will also study the book of Romans this year and will most likely begin their studies
the last week of August or first week of September. Please let us know if you would be interested in a Tuesday night or
Wednesday night group (we are hoping to offer both!), and we will keep you in the loop!!

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Mission-Outreach Ministry Team
will meet on
Monday, September 12th, at 11:00 am.

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office is closed at noon every Friday.

Worship Ministry Team
will meet Monday, September 12th,
at noon at the church.

Session meetings:
The next Session prayer meeting will be Sunday, September 11th, at 9 a.m.
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Griffin Bible Study

Dunwoody Presbyterian Church
Our ECO Presbytery of the South is planting a church in Dunwoody. Pastor
Drew helped lead their worship preview on August 28th at 5 p.m. FPC has
donated a communion set and some old hymnals to them to help them get
started. Please pray for Pastor Trent McIntyre and Dunwoody PC.

Foster Care Information Session
On September 13, First United Methodist having an informational meeting and
lunch with the United Methodist Children’s Home to bring Foster Care to Spalding
County. More than half of the Spalding County children in foster care have to be
taken out of the county because we don’t have enough foster families. That makes reunification with the family unit difficult. The training for families, support, etc. will be local. There is a
new office in Newnan, but they will come to Griffin for the training if we have 5 or so foster families. FUMC is inviting all the area churches to come to the information meeting at Griffin First from
11:00 – 1:00 on Tuesday, September 13. We will feed you lunch and welcome clergy and laity
from churches to come and hear. The model from the UMCH is different from DEFACS in that
there is a great deal of support from the churches for the foster families. Debbie Stikes is the contact
person for this program, and is excited about it. She is inviting anyone from FPC who might want to
come and just hear what’s going on . She needs to know how many are coming so they will have
enough lunch! Please contact Debbie at 770-228-3020 if you would like to attend the informational
meeting.
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Christian Education

What's New In the Children's Wing?
Enter and Sign In, Please

September Church-wide Memory Verse
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5: 22-23.

The next Membership Class will be Sunday, September 25th at
9:30 a.m. in the Christian Education office. Spread the word.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

Women of the FPC!

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day such a success. Seth
and team, the food was delicious. And thank you to those of you
who did such a great job presenting the Sunday school opportunities for adults.

Beth Moore’s “Living Proof”
national simulcast will be on Saturday, September 17th at Concord Baptist Church in Concord,
GA. If interested, please call the
church office.

Jennifer Elling, I'm sure after your great presentation, everyone is
excited about our wonderful, new children's adventure.
And Emelie Tingle (and grand daughter) the decorations were
amazing. They really set a festive tone. Thank you.

As we grow, so to does our need for security, so we've introduced a few
measures to keep our kids safe and to make our visitors feel comfortable.
First, we have moved all of our children's activities into the children's
wing, including Children's Church.
Second, we ask that you deliver and claim your children to both Sunday
school and Children's Church, signing them in and out each time. Your
child will be assigned a number and you will be given a card with that
number. Please return it when you pick up your child.
Children need to be picked up no later than 9:50 so teachers may get to
church on time too. Thank you for helping us make church and Sunday
school more secure for all our children.

Just a Reminder

Sunday School in Hope Town

Children's Church is for first-fourth grade only, and the
nursery is for only three year old through kindergarten.
On Communion Sunday, when we don't have Children's Church, first graders and up should remain in
church with their parents. Your cooperation is appreciated.

The children seem to be really enjoying the new
model for Sunday school. August was the month
they learned all about Elijah and his fiery chariot.
This month will focus on the Fruits of the Spirit.
Please make sure they join us for each exciting
week! They won't want to be left out.

An Important Reminder
During the church hour we have child care for only infants and toddlers in the baby nursery and only
preschoolers through kindergarteners in the preschool room. We just aren't staffed for any more
children. On the Sundays without Children's Church, elementary age children will stay in the sanctuary with their parents or grandparents. Thanks for your cooperation.

So Why Go to Sunday School?
"I work so hard all week; I just need to relax on Sunday mornings." Or
how about, " I just don't know enough about the Bible to go to Sunday
school." And have you ever thought, "It's just too hard to get everyone out
the door on Sunday morning." We all have.
All of these are very logical reasons to miss Sunday School. But why not think of it this
way? Think about what you're missing by missing Sunday school. You're missing fellowship, you're missing out on an opportunity to grow, and you're missing possible new friendships. Finally, if you're not part of a Sunday School class, the class is missing out on you're
contribution, your observations, and your fellowship.
So join us each Sunday at 9:45. (That's not very early, really.) It's a win-win for all! Come
have your second cup of coffee with us.
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Women of the Church
Bible Study
The Women of the Church will meet
Monday, September 12, at 10:15 in
Fellowship Class room. We will be studying the Book of
Mark. Special scripture to be considered is Mark 8:27-33. Please
bring your Bible and your Study Book. Looking forward to a wonderful new year of Bible Lessons and Fellowship. All ladies of the
church are welcome.
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Looking ahead.....

Celebrating our Heritage –
Rejoicing in our Future

Hours of Service
th

Another “famous” Connection Emerges
About a year ago, Millie, our church secretary, received an email from Wayne Cash of Arkansas. He was
trying to locate where his 6th great grandmother, Lucy Cash, and her husband, John, are buried, and information on their and their daughters’ (Miss Mary and Miss Nancy) membership records.
Mr. Cash wrote that John and Lucy Campbell Cash were married in Virginia shortly after John’s service in
the Revolutionary War, serving along with his brothers, Howard and Peter Cash. John and Lucy had several
children born in Virginia before John and Howard moved their families to Elbert County, GA in the early
1800’s to obtain land granted for their service in the war. John and Lucy remained there until around 1830
when he drew land in the Georgia lottery that was located in Henry County. Unfortunately, shortly after
moving to Henry County, their house was destroyed by fire and he decided to file for a federal pension for his
service in the war. He obtained his pension shortly before his death in 1836 and Lawyer Andrew Moore was
successful in obtaining a widow’s pension for Lucy.
Our first church record book, Records of the Presbyterian Church, In the City of Griffin, Pike County, Georgia, Constituted the 27th day of November 1841, shows that on Saturday evening, October 12, 1844:
“At the call of the moderator the session met and was opened by prayer present Rev H. L. Dean Minister,
James S. Long, Joseph Hollingsworth, CWC Wright, Elders. The following persons Asberry H. Hatton, Joseph F. Wright, Elizabeth J. A. Wooten, Martha Wright and Sarah Hollingsworth presented themselves as
candidates for church membership and after examination on experimental religion were admited. Mr. John
Lamar (ruling elder) Mrs. Louise Lamar, Miss Francis Lamar, Miss Susan Lamar, Mrs. Lucy Cash, Miss
Nancy Cash, Miss Jane Cash and Miss Mary Cash, presented their letters of dismission from churches which
they were members, and were admitted to membership. Brother John Lamar was unanimously chosen ruling
elder, the Session then adjourned by prayer. Sabbath morning after Sermon the persons examined yesterday
were admited by a publick profession of their faith. The sacrement of the Lord’s Supper was then administered to a Large number of communicants.” CWC Wright, Clerk
Our records show Lucy died January 30, 1848 and Miss Jane died August 12, 1848, but there is no indication
of where they are buried. No dates are listed in the records for the deaths of Miss Nancy (tombstone shows
1869) and Miss Mary (tombstone shows 1872) who are buried here in Oak Hill Cemetery.

As we celebrate our 175 birthday, we look forward to all of the festivities and thank God for all of the
blessings poured out on this church over the years. We hope all of the community will celebrate with us.
In addition to all we are doing for ourselves, we want to give back to the community. From Sat, Oct 29th
through Sat, Nov 5th we hope our members will give a total of 175 hours of volunteer work to the community. This can be any place you are already volunteering or some place you have never been. We will
provide suggested places, such as Rushton’s Hope, Christian Women’s Center, Habitat for Humanity,
Salvation Army or visiting nursing homes. Anything off the church property will count. If you are
physically unable to do volunteer work, prayers are always important.
On Sat, Nov 5th we will have a chart to tally the hours and expect to see it rise above the 175 hour mark.
Be thinking about what you want to do and how you can add to the total. We can do this!!

OCC
SHOEBOXES
GOAL: 175 or more
DEDICATION SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 13
Thanks to the efforts of all of you, we met our goal of 175 shoeboxes last November. Let’s do it again!!!
School resumed in August, so school supplies are still on sale now!
If you have not already started collecting items, now is the time to begin.
Need ideas?
Go to www.samaritanspurse.org and click on Operation Christmas Child.

John and Lucy are the 4th great grandparents of THE Johnny Cash.
Here is the line of descendants:
4th - John and Lucy Cash
3rd - Moses Cash – Elbert County
2nd - Reuben Cash – Elbert County to Cleveland County, AR
1st - Rev. William Henry Cash – Cleveland County, AR
Father - Ray Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN
Johnny Cash – Cleveland County, AR to Hendersonville, TN.
Rev. William Henry Cash’s older brother James Wesley Cash is Wayne Cash’s great great grandfather.
Wayne Cash and his wife are hoping to attend the 175th Celebration.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT KEEPSAKES
th

In honor of the 175 Anniversary of our Church, all ladies are invited to each make three Christmas
ornaments as keepsakes of our 175th Celebration. Samples of the ornaments will be in the Narthex.
The cost is $20. RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED WITH A $10 DEPOSIT to be sure we have
enough supplies. Light refreshments will be served. A sign up sheet will be available in the Narthex
beginning Sunday, September 10. No special skills are needed. Come enjoy fellowship, fun and
food!! The dates are:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1 -10:00AM TO NOON
or
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 – 6:30PM TO 8:30PM
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
175th ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER 27, 2016
The upcoming anniversary is a time to look back and celebrate our congregation’s founding, history and ministry to the community. This time of celebration can be a time for nostalgia and fun, but also a time for reflection and spiritual awakening. We have historical documentation for 150 years. Our longtime members have
received a letter and questionnaire about sharing their memories. But we also need to take a moment to think
about the last 25 years and write about the memories, events, or people that have been and may still be special
to each of us to add to a Memory Book that is being compiled.
You may drop off your reflections in the Office; give them to Debbie Hammond or e-mail Debbie at ahhammond@att.net.
The very fact that our church has continued through almost 175 years says something very fundamental to the
world: where two or more are gathered in Christ’s name, God’s presence is assured. Amen!

