NEWS
September 2017
Pastor Drew’s Views: Abraham: God’s Friend
I’ve been enjoying this new series on Abraham. He was quite an amazing guy. James
tells us that God considered Abraham His friend. He was faithful. He was obedient, but he
was also flawed. That kind of sounds like who we all are and who we are striving to become.
The good news is, you don’t have to be perfect to be God’s friend. Despite Abraham’s
flaws, God never abandons him. Abraham’s mistakes never thwarted God’s plan and purpose.
Despite major errors of judgment, God keeps loving Abraham, keeps providing and keeps His
promises. He will do the same for you.
This fall, let’s all be God’s friends, but let’s also be friends for each other. I am pretty
sure the world needs both more than ever.

Pastor Drew
Philippians 1:3-6

Website: www.fpcgriffin.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FPCGriffin

The Women of the Church
Bible Study
Our monthly Ladies’ Bible Study will resume
Monday, September 11, 10:15 am in Fellowship Class Room.
We will begin our new study, “Cloud of Witnesses.”
Please read scriptures given on Page 8 of Study Book.
All ladies are invited to be a part of this study.
If you need a study book, or want more information, please contact
Camille Berry (770-227-3901 or berry3901@comcast.net)

Mission, Outreach, & Evangelism
Jesus said “Go”, so let’s GO! Here are some opportunities to serve together with
unconditional “agape” love (sign ups in the Narthex or just call the church office):

Abundant Life Soup Kitchen
We will serve together again at the soup kitchen on Tuesday, September 19th from 10:30 a.m.. - 1:00
p.m. If you haven’t tried this yet, it is a great opportunity to serve in our community with the love of
Christ and also get the word out about who we are.
Look for sign ups in the Narthex or call the church office.

Mission Changers for September
George Mixon and
World Harvest Missions
George Mixon joined us for a surprise visit recently. Of course, George is a son of our congregation serving with his family in Kenya with
World Harvest Missions. Our September emphasis will be to raise more awareness and support for this vital ministry in God’s Kingdom.
The Mission Changers buckets will be out
September 17th.

OPERATION
CHRISTMAS
CHILD
SHOEBOXES
2017 National
Collection Week is
November 13 - 20
Wednesday, Oct 18, is the
Kick Off for the
Shoebox Ministry.
Dedication Sunday
will be November 12

Fortify
Fortify is a local mission that supports foster care
families in our community. Mimi Johnson is heavily involved among others. We will have a bedding drive to support Fortify beginning September
10th.
More details to come.

School supplies are on sale now.
Remember no toothpaste and no
candy to be put in the boxes.
The suggested donation is $9/box
to defray the cost of shipping.

Serving at the
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Cereal Sunday
The first Sunday of each month, FPC Griffin has the honor to participate in "CEREAL SUNDAY". We ask members to bring bags or boxes
of dry cereal and place in the grocery cart located in the Narthex, near
the wing of the Children's hall. This FOOD PANTRY ministry allows
many poor and homeless individuals a nutritious meal that can either
be eaten dry or with milk. Bring cereal on September 3rd.
We took 27 boxes of cereal to the food pantry in August!
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Young Adults

FPC Youth

I love it when God uses my time of study for devotions for PYF to challenge me in
my own faith. So I wanted to share what God has been challenging me with lately.
For the last month, we have been looking at the life of Joshua. Last week we
reached chapters 3 and 4. In chapter 3, Joshua was preparing to lead the whole nation of
Israel over the Jordan River. God had promised that as the Ark of the Covenant reached to
edge of the water, the water would stop and they would walk on dry ground. Which is

amazing, but the part that really struck me and what we focused on at PYF was what happened next.
Joshua tells 12 men to go grab a stone out of the middle of the
river, one for each tribe of Israel. To be used as memorial stones of
this amazing moment. The purpose of these stones was to be a
reminder in the future of what God had done. So these men grab
these huge stones and make that memorial, so as they head into
the promised land they can always look back and remember.
God put two things on my heart from this passage and I believe, if we all strive towards these goals as individuals and as a community we will grow in tremendous ways.

If this newsletter article does not convince you about how
much I love our students here at First Pres….. I don’t know
what will. To kick of the PYF year we had the Messy Olympics,
and our students had a blast using powdered donuts as basketballs, raced to be
the first to finish eating a whole Jello cup, and fished out gummy worms from a
bowl of gooeyness using their toes!! And as if that wasn’t enough, on September
15th we are going to have LOCK-IN here at First Pres…..yes I said it a LOCK-IN.
All joking aside, I am really pumped about the lock-in. We haven't hosted
one recently, so it is the perfect time to do it. We don’t want to leave all the nonteenagers out, so If you would like to get in on the fun. Feel free to make some
cookies or some snack foods for the PYF Lock-in. I can guarantee that it will be
eaten!!
The lock-in will start at 8pm and student pick up will be at 7am. It is only
$10 per student, and it will be a night to remember!!! Parents be on the lookout
for a registration signup link in an email coming soon. That link can be shared
with parents of friends to sign up and give some contact info to help me out.
Looking forward to an amazing night.
Seth

The First thing is this: You Need To Put Down Moment Markers In Your Life. What
does that mean? It means that when God moves in your life, you need to place a marker
down in your heart and soul. We all need these markers! We need them so that in the future we can look back and see where God moved in our lives. We are all going to go
through tough times, and having these markers will remind us that God has and always

Did You Know?

will be with us.
The second is this: Who Are Your Eleven? As much as we need to have moment
markers in our lives, we also need to see the moment markers in the lives of others. When
you are living life in a community. A Real community. The kind of community where you

actually let people into your life to see the good and the bad. The moment markers in their lives are the markers, you and I need to see! They
help us remember where God is moving not only in our lives but also in
the lives of others. So who are your 11? I would assume that there are
many people around you each day that could be in your 11, but I also
believe that some of your 11 are people right here at First Pres. And if
not…..pray and ask God to help you change that. This community needs

Baptism “by immersion” is a common practice
among Presbyterians. Of course, we are
known for infant baptism or “sprinkling”
adults who come to faith, but immersion is
available and common for families or individuals who request it. You’ll find Jesus being
baptized by immersion in Matthew 4 and
Mark 1.

your moments!!
Let’s build a community where everyone is part of someone’s 11.
Let’s Do This Fam!!!
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Christian Education
September Church-wide Memory Verse
"Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all stand in awe of Him."

Whoa! Rally Day Round-Up Was Amazing!
Thank you, Emelie Tingle, trail boss extraordinaire, and your
incredible team for the best Rally

Psalm 33:8

Day ever. Russel, and Mimi, thank
you for bringing your horse and all
the fun cowboy stuff that made

What's Happening in Hope Town

Rally Day such a big hit. Michael

"Let My people go!" That's what God sent Moses to tell Pharaoh. But how did Moses get there?
It was no ordinary day for Moses. First he encountered God in a
burning bush! The fire burned and burned, but the bush never
burned up! That sure got Moses' attention. Next, God gave Moses
a big job to do - to tell Pharaoh it was time to free God's people
from slavery and for Moses to deliver them to the Promised Land.
But Moses was a little overwhelmed and came up with all sorts of
human reasons he wasn't the guy for the job. How did God
change his mind? How did Pharaoh respond? Join us on Sunday
mornings in September to find out!

Biddle, thank you too for bringing
some fun decorations that really helped set the scene. And
Vince and Karen Kiley, Debbie Hammond, and Doug Tingle, Jr.,
thank you for your effort and help. You made the day a success.
Tim Brown and Karlene Hollender, thank you for serving the cowboy grub and taking on
KP.
And to all our wonderful trail cooks, Linda Soons, Evelyn Ingram, Becky Brown, Robin
Reahard, Jane Bailey, Sara Lee Esary, and Joyce Kirby, thanks for feeding all the cowboys

and bronco busters.

NEW Mid-week Bible Study
Pastor Drew is continuing a six week Bible study on Abraham through September 20th.

Check out the

We will meet in the Traylor Room at 6:15 p.m. The study is for all ages and goes along

bulletin board in

with the sermon series on Abraham. Childcare provided.

the south hall for
more photos!

1st and 3rd: Our NEW Men’s Breakfast
We’re calling it 1st and 3rd because it meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m.
at Chick-fil-a (Taylor Street). Join us for fellowship, a short devotional and prayer.
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How will we top this next year?

7

Congregational Care

Welcome Slaughter Family!

First Wednesday Night Potluck Fellowship….September 13!!
We will start at 6p.m. Bring your favorite dish (meat, vegetable, salad, bread or dessert—
enough for 6-8 folks) at 5:45, if possible.
Bible Study will follow at 6:40p.m. Choir will meet at 7:30p.m.

Bob, Kim, Leah and Seth Slaughter

The next potluck suppers will be: October 18 (third Wednesday
due to school break the second week of October)- Shoebox Kick
Off; November 9 and December 13.

A visit to the Biblical History Center in La Grange is being planned in October. Look for more information soon.

The Congregational Care Ministry is inviting anyone interested in serving
our great congregation to join us. An immediate need is for a Meal Coordinator for January and one for February. A Meal Coordinator is notified in
the event of illness, death, or the birth of a baby to get in touch with the family who has contacted the church and make arrangements with other members of the church for one or two meals to be prepared and delivered. The
Coordinator does not have to do the cooking!!

Have You Seen These Things??
There are two items of importance to FPC that seem to be among

Please contact Tim Brown or Debbie Hammond if you are interested or need additional information.

the missing. One is a painting of the Taylor Street. church done on
a piece of slate from the roof of that church. The other item is a

Fall Opportunities

shadow box with several crosses made from the nails from the Taylor Street.
church.
If you know the location of these items, please contact the church office. We
would very much like to have them returned to the church for their beauty

Gratefulness

and as a part of our history.
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Oct. 1

World Communion Sunday

Oct. 29

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans

Nov. 12

Veteran’s Day Recognition

Service Opportunities

Nov. 19

Community Thanksgiving Service

Habitat for Humanity
Rushton’s Hope
Abundant Life Soup Kitchen

Nov. 26

Hanging of the Greens

Dear Church Family,

Dec. 9

Tingle’s Kris Kringle/Parents’ Morning Out

Thank you so much for all of the love, encouragement, prayers,
cards, visits, and food during my recovery from my surprise ruptured
appendix. Your prayers helped me beat the infection, and all the delicious food helped me heal and gave Tom a much needed break. It is
such a joy to watch the Body of Christ at work in such a tangible,
love-filled way!

Dec. 13

Children’s Christmas Program

Dec. 24

Christmas Eve Service with communion

Dec. 25

Christmas Day Outreach

We love you dearly,
Cindy and Tom Baynham

Sign-up in the narthex

Recurring Events
Wednesday evening Bible Study at 6:15 pm
1st & 3rd - Men’s breakfast 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at Chick-fil-A at 7:30 am
Pot Luck Dinner - 2nd Wednesday of the month at 6:00 pm beginning September 13th
Communion - 1st Sunday of the month during worship
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Dates & Stuff

We serve in September
Communion Servers
September 3rd

September Anniversaries
9/7/1962 - Wayne & Angela Griggs
9/8/2001 - John & Bryan Aldridge
9/9/1961 - Doug & Pat Brown
9/11 - Doug & Emelie Tingle
9/14/1952 - Richard & Jane Gaston
9/18/1970 - Chip & Robin Reahard
9/23 - Wayne & Patty Boylan

Session meetings
The next regular Session meeting will be Sunday, Sept. 24th.
The prayer meeting will be Sept. 10th at 9:00 am.

Communion will be served
on September 3rd.

September Birthdays
3 - Lanier Dunn
4 - Wyatt Hamby
6 - Carolyn de Bruin
9 - Denny Jones
9 - Helen Wiley
13 - Ginny Singley
13 - Thomas Skinner
14 - Jhola Moran
19 - Dorothy Craig
20 - Patty Boylan
23 - John Allison
25 - Dorothy Graham
28 - Judy Hamilton
28 - George Hollender
30 - Kent Bugg

The Church Office will be closed
Monday, September 4, for Labor Day.

Our App is available on Android & Apple devices!!

Lou Baldwin, Capt.
Bill Baldwin
Art Hammond
Tim Brown
Bob Gordon
Pat Brown
Doug Brown
Mike Biddle
Chip Reahard
Russell Johnson

Elder in Charge
Lou Baldwin

September
Ushers
Bill Baldwin, Captain
Vince Kiley
Bonnie Pfrogner
Joe Bailey
Jane Bailey

Church Preschool Workers
(age 2 - 4 year olds)
September
September 3rd - Bob & Roi Bugg
September 10th - Matt & Tiffany Doran
September 17 - Doug & Emelie Tingle
September 24th - Ashley Moran
& Russell Johnson

September Children’s Message
September 3rd - no children’s message
September 10th - Bob Bugg
September 17th - Pastor Drew
September 24th - Seth Brown

Church Hour Nursery Age Limits
The nursery during the church hour is
for children in Pre-K and below. No
child older than 4 should be in there.
This is for the safety of our toddlers.
Thanks for your cooperation,
Your CE Ministry Team

Download The First Presbyterian Griffin App:
http://www.livingforthejoy.com/app_download/fpg
Thanks to Ed Springer, Jr. for our app!

Just a reminder
The church leadership team/staff meets every
Tuesday morning from 10-11 a.m.
The office closes at noon every Friday.
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Address Change:
Konrad Li
c/o Charlene Smith
4634 Rivercliff Dr. SW
Lilburn, GA 30047

Workday at the Church
September 20 at 9:00 am.
Y'all come!
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1349 Macon Road
Griffin, GA 30224

